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TO T HE 

R E A D E R. 



PREFACES, metbinks, are fo much 
like the printed bills pafted upon the . 
booths in BarthoIoniew^Fairy to give an ac« 
count of the entertainment you are to cxpeft 
witlun ; that, were it not in pure compliitnce 
to cuftom, one would forfwear writing any^ 
But the world is huinorous, and mud be 
ferved according; to its own fafhion. kvery 
thing is damned that is not a-la-mode. And 
he that pubh(hes a book, without civilly ac^ 
coftine; the reader at the beginningi ia 
thought to retrench upon good manners^ 

To prevent all thefe inconveniencies, it is 
thought fit once more to iay a word or two^ 
not in praiie of this volume of Letters, (even 
let it take its fortune as the other four have 
done v) but by way of apology for fome things, 
which may feem liable to cenfiim* 

Aa Some 



To the REAP E R. 

Some, perhaps, will be ofiended at the 
£eal which appears in this Arabian, when he 
writes in honour of the Mahometan Faith. 
Others will as much wonder at his loofenefs 
and indifference, his doubtfulnefs of all 
things : For, in fonie of his Letters, he ap- 
pears a great Sceptic, and confefles hiaxidi 
lb. 

Thefe Gentlemen ought to confider, that 
his ftyle and fentiments are fuited to the qua- 
lity of the perfon to whom he writes. To his 
intimate iriends he unbofofns himfelf with 
abundance of franknefs -, but, when he ad- 
drcfles to the Mufti, or other CJrandees of the 
Porte,^ he is cautious and referved. 

It may be fuppofed,.that he underftood 
himfelf very well, or elfe he was not fit for 
that employment in Paris* And, without 
doubt, having had his education in the Sera- 
glio, as he profefles, he was no ftranger to 
the pun£fcilio*s of addrefs ufed in the 
Turkifh Court. It was his policy and inte- 
Teft to appear a very devout Mahometan, 
when he wrote to the Minifters of State : 
and it is poffible he was fo in reality, or at leaft 
perfuaded himfelf fo,, at certain fesfons. And 
yet this hinders not, but he might, at other 
tinies^ take the liberty to defcant on fome 

abfurditiea 



To the R E A D E K/ 

abfurditics^ in their doftrines and praftice^ 
when he wrote to his familiarSj and was mind- 
ed to cohverfe with freedom^ 

If in fame points he (eemed ta ^e credit 
to the Arabian writers, who have treated of 
Egypt and its antiquities ; in others, he (hews 
himfelf a man not over fond of fables and 
romances- 

However, let his opinfons be what thejT' 
will, and his fentiments never fo extravagant 
in matters of fpeculation and controverfy, fo 
long as his^ morals are found and good*, ther6 
is no occafion to be captious. We need not 
fear fhat any Chriftian, or any man of fenfe, 
will be profelyted by his-Lettcrs to a religion, 
which he himfelf, though profcffing it„ yet fo^ 
often doubts of and ridicules- 

He fpeaks very honourably of Chriff, and 
impartially of Chriftians, accufing their vices 
rather than their doftrines, and appearing all 
along a moderate man in his fentiments of re- 
ligion, and a friend to virtue and reafon. If 
he difcovers fome failings, in being too me- 
lancholy, confider, that he was a mortal like 
other men. However, reader, admire his 
untainted loyalty, and imitate it. 

After 



To the H E A D E R: 

You will find in this volume truebiftory, 
with variety of folid remarks ; and not a few 
fecrets of Cardinal Mazarine and Oliver 
Cromwell uncabinecced : Particularly, that 
famous intrigue carried on by Colonel Spin* 
tclet and his confederates, to fave Oftend fron> 
being furprifed by the French in the year 
1658, and to bubble two of tiie ableft Sutef-^ 
men in Europe. 

After all> alTure thyfelf, that the next vo 
lume will contain more . illuftrious relation 
than any that has gone before : Where yo 
will hear of an end put to the war ^^etwee 
France and Spain,, after it had lafted five an 
twenty years 5 and the marriage of Lew 
XIV. with the Spanifh Infanta ; as alfo of i 
univerfal peace in Chriftendom : The reftor 
tion of Charles the Second to his crown ai 
kingdoms, after twelve years exile in forei] 
countries, and twelve feveral revolutiqas 
government, here at home. With ma 
other memorable and important events 2 
tranfadions in the world: As the dread 
earthquake which overturned part of the ] 
renean rhountains ; the more deftru6) 
plague, which fwept away almoil: an hund 
thoufand people in London; and the de| 
raSle fire, which confum^d the greateft: ] 
of that famous city, in the ipace of t\ 
days.^ 



To tfae R E A D E R: 

You wiU there alfb find an account of ^ 
«Ieath of that great Minif^er of State, Cardie 
nal Mazaiine : Of the Duke of Orleans, undc 
to the French King : Of the Ducheg of Sa« 
Toy: Of Carolus Jo&phus, the Emperor^s 
brother : Of the Dvdce of Venddme : Of the 
Queen-Mother ot France, and of Philip IV„ 
Kin^ of Spain, with other perfbns of pnncelf 
quality. 

For this Arabian was careful to tranfmit to 
the Ottoman Porte intelligence of all things 
which were moil remarkatSc in Europe. And, 
that his Letters might not feem tedious, he 
intermixed moral reflections, with fome max* 
ims of policy, eflaysof reafon, and, now and 
then, a touch of philofophy: andif weoiaygue& 
at the caufe of his more abounding in thefe 
kinds of mifcellany difcourfes after the year 
1659, than he did before ^ it feems probable,r 
that, a general peace about that time beii^ 
cftablifhed in Europe, he had licde elfe ta 
write, but his obfervations on the fcveral 
States and Courts of ChriftianPrinces ; the dif- 
ferent manners, cuftoms, and laws of people; 
the coqnfels and intrigues of Sta|;efmen : 
With fuch other matters as occurred worthy 
of notice. 

If either in this volume, or in thofe that are 
to come, hefecmsin any of hisLetters to alter 

" Jiis 



To the R fe A D E ^: 

his opinion, and contradift his former fenti« 
jsents ; remeniber it is no more than what 
the greateft writers have done, who have lived 
to old-age, as this agent did. No-body is ig- 
norant of St.Augufl:ine'sRetraaions, and Cor- 
nelius Agrippa's Vanity of Sciences: Wherein, 
thofe two great authors run counter to all they 
had writ oefore. And it were cafy to pro-^ 
duce an hundred inftances befides. 

In a word, reader, take in good piart the 
tranflator*s pains, who renders things as he 
found them, without altering or corrupting 
the fenfe of his copy. FarewelL 
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LETTER I. 

Mahmut the Arabian, and vilcft of the Grand 
Signior's Slaves, to the ttiyfterious Efad, 
Arbitrator of doubtful Problems, Prince 
of theMufd's/ 

WHEN I firft came to Paris, my in- 
ftruftiohs were not fo full and particular, 
as to dire£k in all emergencies. A great 
many things were left to my otrn conduct ^and pru-« 
dence, bora in civil and retjfioiti matters. So that, 
if I have made any falfe fteps, I hope it will be ex« 
cufable ; in regard it is not fe mach my ^olt as that 
of the Minifters who refid^ «t die auguft Porte. I 
have often addrefled to them, defiring fupplemental 
rules and cautions in fome peculiar cafes which I 
tnopofed: But diey have been very fparing of their 
counfels. It is true, indeed, about five years ago, I 
received fome particular orders from the Vizir Azem, 
and the Kaimacham, as alfo from thy^ Sandity : 
AVherein I was commanded to write with all free- 
Vot.V. B dom 
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V dom to the Grandees. This, wi^ the other dlrec-* 
tlohs, Tias'been of great ufe to me. It has armed 
me with frelh courage, and removed the mehncholy 
apprehenfions I had of fome men*s revert^, whole 
vices I reproved. Braife 1^ to G O D, Kmg of the 
Day of Judfitnent, I have accufcd no man wrong- 
fully, I et 1 v^as full of fears, even in the perform- 
ance of my duty ; knowing, that mortals generally 
love to have their faults concealed, and purfue thofe 
with malice who difcover, or apprehend them. 'But 
now all my fears in that kind are vanifhed. Yet I 
have fcruplcs of another nature, which none but 
the infallible Guide of the Faithful can difperfe. 

Ever fince I have refided here, I have been prc- 
cife.ih obferving all the precepts of our holy law, 
fo.far as confifted with the f(pcurjty and fuccefs of 
my commiffion. For I have been forced to leap 
over many lyes and falfe oaths to conceal myfelf. 
I have likewife done abundance of Other irregular 
things, to promote the caufe I am engaged in, for 
all which thou hall vouctvfafed me.a difpenfation. 
There rjeniains 0J^^ thing i(i >vhich thy advice is ne- 
ieffaryi 

I have been hithe|to punfiual in keeping the fafl 
of Ramazan, at the time appointed to all Mufful- 
mans; which, thou knpweft. falls earlier by ele- 
ven days evbry year than it dia the year before. So 
that, in the fpace of four^and-jthirty yeacs, it pafles 
through all the four feafons. Now this fucceffive 
.variation, of thb gceat fad, cauftng it fom^times to 
iail at the y.ery tisms of ^ onpft folemn feiliv^ls 
among the Nazaianes, fuch as that which thw call 
their Chriftmas, which is a feaft of thirteen dftys : 
I fear, left I may be taken notice of, Ihould I, bv 
celebrating the Ramazan at thoCe ttmes^ contradi*^ 
the univerfal practice of all the Fracfcks, ftnd ftart 
fufpicions in thofe with whiom I conyerfc, to wy 
difadvantage and ruin. 

To thee, therefore, who art the wiRft of the 
wife, I fly for counfel in this e^tigency, befeeching 
thee to dioate plainly what I am to do> 

I know 
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I, know tlsat the fick, or wounderd, or tratrellen, 
9^ difpenftdl with) if they violate the Sacred Moon. 
At which time tbe gat«s of Paradife arc opened, 
and invifible ^wours are done to the devout ob- 
fervers of thfis precept : Whilft the avenues of Hell 
9Fe barricadoed, ana all the devils chained up from 
appearing abroad, or dbfng any mifchief in the 
world. 1 fay, I aai not ignorant of the indulgence 
which is given to men under fiich circumftances, 
provided thj^y &tisfy theJaw, by keeping the faft at 
ibme other (ea£oi\^ more agreeable to their health, 
or other neceilities. And thus far 'I could have 
filenqod die alaitn^ of my own confbience, without 
moldlmg thee : Knowing, that a Muflulman is al^ 
wftys allowed this liberty in a fomfga country, much 
more in a regi6n of Jniidels^ ^ 

But that mich I aim at is to he informed, Whe- 
tbor, to put the k^ter difguife on myf^lf, and mor« 
efficacioufly to pns&cute tke int^eft of the Grand 
Signipr, I may not always celebrate this faft at the 

?recife time that thfe <}hrifl:iani keep their Lent? 
or then I fhould pafs unfufpe£ked, and no rnati 
would take me (or any another than a Chriftian 
and a Catholick. Nay, my manner of daily failing, 
at that time^ wouU^raiie a coi^iderable credit among 
the Chriftians that know me, they ^yould cry me 
up for a faint^ or a very holy man. Fpr the faft of 
the Chriftians is a feaft in comparifon of the rigo- 
rous abftinence of the Muflulmans. Thofe indeed 
refrain all forts of flefli, but they load their tabks 
with variety "of fifli, and other dainties ; neither 
have they patiew^e to t^ury for their repaft beyond 
the mid-day. 'Whereas the Muflulmans tafte of 
nothing 4"ring the Ramadan,, ti]l the fuii i^ gone 
down, and the ftacs appear. No, not even in the 
parching de_farts of Arabia, where |n^ ^re readv tp 
perifli of tWrft; yet HomanwiH <;xt^nd his hand to 
the wat^r-pipt to refreih himfelf in thofe unipcak- 
aWe agonies, till the (hadow of the earth is ad- 
vanced into the higher region of the air, and has 
bafiiflie<Lthe leaftglimmerrngs of the fun. When, 
B 2 therefore. 
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therefore, the Franks flvii{ htfoo^xhAeSoctthibi^uf^ 
tere fafhion in xhtirLeM^tmymiifk^ii^m^^U^veifiy 
iDortified man, and a devout Cathoiick : J^OT'ttey 
judge altog/£ther by the outfide. Sqj if ai^- dan^r 
fiiQuld threaten me, I flxould find friends amcoig' the 
zealots, and the indifEerant would not appear my 
enemies : But the wicked, whoife black guift has 
rendered them a terror to themfehres, as wdl z$ an 
abomination to othexs, would ftand in feftr lof ntev 
Thus, on all hands, a way wouldbeopen finrme 
to efcape a difcovery of the fecrets committed to my 
charge.. > • 

It would he much more to my fatisfa£):ion, if I 
could with fafety celebrate this faft in the very moon 
wherein the Alo^ran was brau^ht down ftom heai* 
yen, as all good Mutrulmans generally dcf : But 'I 
am taught not to betray, or fo much as haelrd the 
affairs of m^r great Maiter for a mere nicety or punc^^ 
tilio of religUm. God is the merciful of the merct-^ 
ful, and it is his will that the empire of the true 
Faithful fliould be extended wherever the moon or 
theTunihine on earth. 

Great Oracle of the Muflulmans, DoStorof faith 
and verity, it is in thy power to confirm or (hake 
my refolution in this pomt: For, from thy fentence, 
there is no appeal. 

. Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 



LETTER IL 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna. 

THOU informed me, that the King of the 
Romans is dead, and that divers prodigies hapi* 
pened about the time of his e^^piring, Whifil others 
report, that the German Emperpr^hiteifelf died, the 
9th of the laft moon. {lo>y«ver^ I ihallitnmfmit 

thy 
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Kjngs tutd^£tDpetQrs iruft i^gn up^eir breadi 
a» wdf aifr^othcr.fikMiab. It is'a tribute we all aw6 
lo:^Iatttfe^ -Mio will be paid' one time or other. 
Neither. hasi^Ae -<hra- exanpted any from the cotn- 
mofhioty fave Enocli, £Iias, and jefus the fon of 
Maiy» :'T'hefe weRrbdy Prophets, p ei fc ft Saints^ 
aiMhv9td a£jOtipmik fin, and thereS^re received an 
iadukience* 1 hougb tfaofe ofwur nation and the 
Chimiaw beikve, that die laft of thefe three died 
on a croft. 

As for allx»tfaers^ thef have either been dtflblved 
b^ fickiids, or fhatched away by fudden death : 
SoiBfi by lui tnvifiUe <4art from lieaven ; otho^s hy ' 
the mtferbaiuidsiofjiiarta^Kke themlHves; millions 
by |h(^ fword^a&d fpear, and ten raillioi^s by the 
mih^t and'niore unavoidable ftroke of the arrow 
and' bttUeei tWhilftnocaifm have recei\'ed their 
desy^ horn ^e^ery ekments which fiipported dieir 
lii^» . Aaunmly fue has Krrumbled fome into their 
firft atoms, and mingled their alhes with thofe of 
their. iiouKs and beds of rep6fe : WhSft. water, a 
cofiftpCtyfriocitde,. h» qaentthed; the vttad ^ara^ in 
others. Ti^tmc is but one way to enter into this life ; 
but the gates of death ^d the invHible flate are 
without mifnber : And the gre^efl Monarch ir.?.y 
as well fall- by the prick of a thorn, a$ by the edge 
of a /word. Every time I fwallow my meat, I re- 
member the fate of him that yvas choaxed by a gra^n 
of pepper'; "and that of Anacreon, the poet, who 
was ftrangled by thp ftojne of a raifin. . 

Yet I am not (bllicitous in chufingor avoidin^par- 
ticular deaths, knowing that no human counfel can 
prevent %e decrees of oHHhy. It r?ther pleafes me 
to think (fu ch is my ambition} that, by whatfoever 
medibdl am'fentJto the grave, there I fhafl be equal- 
to tb& AJcxaiiders, Cfeiars, Timurlengs, and the 
gresttsft mcrt^te ; for there is no diftin£lion of noble 
and yiUgar in that region^ of anarchy, where all 
ranks are levelled in nie ^duf^: As Diogenes' fold 
B 3 Alexander 
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Alcxmder tin CJieat ;. ^ben theiVb>harthy btikoU^ 
ing that philofppher in it chari«l*hdufe> hiscy^s at«* 
l^ntivdy fixed on the btocs of the dead which lay in 
beaps, afkedhim, What he was doing ? To which 
Diogenes replied, * I am looking fofmy father Phi- 
^ lip's bones, but cahnot diftinguifli them from thofe 
* of his (laves.' Some fuch thought as this lilight^ 
perhaps, firft oc.cafion the cuftom of writing epi- 
taphs on the fepulchresof eminebtperfoiis. Am<Snfi| 
which I have read fome made by the intoAifceQ 
Ihemfelv^s, whilft 'the|l^ w^re/oiv this &da tim g^vey 
and for their fmgular fancy were thought. utr^rthy to 
be recorded by biitorians. Sucli as this : 

1 Sabbas of Milan, by bbeda'Cft^KiniFnar 
.and Knight of Jerufalem, Wrfh a happy fe- 
lurrection to my ailae^. ". W^ikl^was iliye 
among nK)rtal$, a Iklte f^Ufied mew ». KiEw 
1 Ml deadi and atdfiae ift my gtatve^ I^tit 
content with lefs. I neither kne*w ^y^tf 
what I was i nor do thou inquifc, Tr»- 

. veller> whoever thou art, if tho*i be pious, 
pray for me^ and |>af9 OA., Farewelli -and 
live mindful of death, LiVirtg, I provided 
this epitaph, knowing. I muft die. 

The birth arid life of mortab are nothing 
but toil and death. 

Such another was that of Heliqd<)rus, a ^oor j 
V^ho caufcd himfelf to be buried ne^ to the pillars 
of Hercules, with this Infcription on his tomb : 

I Heliodorus, a mad Carthaginiaa, hdve com- 
manded by my laft wfU nvtd teflameait^ 
that I fhouldbe ihtefred hereiritMBrflieft 
angle of the. worJii j -to^'m-^t j^eritneht, 

whetlier 



wbialii'tfa^£rtBu$ ^T.^io vifit my fepukhre. 

fiiit U»i^ wmeb SoQfikamis €a«fed,to be inicribed 
iB her tomb vt^di perfe^ fatiffe rathe livihg. It 
Was ibis : 

I $^j^r^i^, Hs/Kjlft living, never wai m need 
ol" 0)Ofiey ; yet wa9 sSways cooipafiipnace 
cs tilt pmr. N9W i am de^, my ^tttrt is 
ftty treafiiry. If any of rbyal race be in 
want, let nkn open this dormitory, and he 
Jba)^&i^i»fup|>iy« 

MTten Dariu* conquered Bdbyloii, and was told 
e( this fipkaij^i ttung with avance, he canifed . the 
fcptdchre «?D be ap^mca In hh own |>refenee/ Sut^ 
if^^ cif tfiMey, ^ey only found a tabkt of byafe, 
wiA vi0(k w^rds engraven 6ii it: 

Mt epkapH is a riddle. This is the iint^r- 
pretation : I netef wai c<y^retous ; only 
fuch as are poor, thefe I pky ; and have 
therefore provided this leffon as a treafure, 
for the man who, for lucre, fhall prefume 
to violate my tomb 

If thou wilt rob the living, forbear to plun- 
der th^ . dead, ; left they bring theft td 
flsaotie^ as I have done* 

Thon telldl mo, Aat tKe Emperor fefems ftol to 
te tQMhiceieved for ihe dea^ of his fon, the Roman 

. JCinfer'-J^rbaj^, his fo?row kb fo great^ that itcan^ 

..i^qi^Juid^^y^tu. .yfol^nt.,^4 uncommon paffions 
are figt t« mother within the heart, Whilft only 

^firi^'P^s^^ ^th into tear«« 

' '^^^-iv' B 4 It 
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Igypt, who wa$ Oivwomc by Csunbyies the Pcrfiiajit 
Monarch^ and ukeiv captWisiy with w hrs children ^ 
when the cruel Conqueror, to 4>or^bimiel£ in tHc 
mifery of his royal prifoners, and infult over t:lie 
vanquijthed Egyptian*, fir(| c^uied the daughter of 
the captive King to be employed Hi the m^anejR: csf^ 
fices with the cominon flaves, beforc her father's 
face : Then his Ton to be bridled and curbed like a 
horfe, w^ a vaft burthen tied on liis back. At 
both which difmal fpe&aclcH the. poor Eeyitfiaji 
Monarch ihed not one tear : But^ wAen.he law one 
that had formerly been his (eryant^ reduced to grea^ 
poverty^ he wept bitterly. Cambyfes addii^ him 
the reafon, why he feeqiea fd i^etwAoof.hiutdtiSi- 
dren's calamity, and yet was tpucM'Wi^h (b tender 
a fi;rief for the misfortune of a j^r^ger I He anfwer- 
eo, * Son of Cyrus^ . the deiblattpQ of my family 
' affliAs me with fo profound a foripw^'that ao tseacs 
^ can exprels it : But my cpn^iwiflion to jhis dUkrcCr 

* fed fervant, being not« fo Yiolienl;^ eafiJy We^ka 

• forth into tears/ " • 

. Nathan^ I wifh thee neither extucnie joy. nor giieiF^ 
for they are both.huitful to ^tbe i^^rt* 

Paris, iftofthe StfiMooii, 

of the Y^r 1654. ^ 



LETTER III. 

To Mahummcd Hodgia, venerable Eremite 
of the cave, replete with wonders, 

WH E N I contemplate thy life fo full of in- 
nocence, and void of the very fhadow of vice, 
J am like a ferpent roufed from hi^ deep by a broese 
of cooler yrind, or the noifepf a tfavejleron the 
road : My foul ftarts 5 and, unfolding all the drow- 
fy curls of fenfuality, ftmches itfelt at full length : 

Sur- 
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ly retires intb a dark corner, to cpv^ iwlt from t%^ 
light of its own fac4iltieSp and from the brighter rfe- 
fiedtions of thy fpirit, which penctfatelijcethefcearti* 
of the fun. ^ -» : / 

I do not prefemly -curfe myfelf,' the Houi^' of ft^y 
nativity, nij^fmncfe/thaf-ha^^ flittered rfie^intd'^a 
erroneous lielfef"of my^own vfP6ue, pr my,l6iemi^9. 
that havegr^voked me, and ^ylvarious trains irt- 
tangled me in the p^ths of vice. Such maledidtion 
only hecomes the mouth of a Jew, or a libertine : 
For we. airive ^at pcrfe£tidn, not by cwrfing tl)e 
evil, but by imitating die good. 

I Ipaul rather blefs^he hour of conjundion, the in- 
flnenoBofmyibettet ftirs, and the conftdlations of 
a iaore propitious vhorofcope, the moment whenl 
had die honotii^ to touch the fahd before thy feet 
mdi my lips to that fandu^ of holinefs.'Oh thou 
patron of good intentions ; lincere reformer of hu- 
man errcM-s : Refulgent pattern of the pious > glory 
of the wife $ moft excellent of the excellent, Phoe- 
nix of the age ! 

Pxaife he to God, the firft and the laft : Peace to 
the angets v/ho ftand round his throne, and to the 
pojdiets who rejoice in his prefcnce. An univerfal 
jubilee to all the inhabiunts of Paradife : And eterr 
nal felicity to the faint of the defart on earth, whoC? 
ibul is .expanded wide as the firmament. 

I amraviflied, and full of ecftafies, becaufe there 
is not found thy equal on this fide the clouds. 
When thou fhalt be cropped from the earth, the 
mirfer ^.mortids, the flower of bMman nature is 
gone. The trees of the wildernefs will lament thy 
death, hywboft prefence they flourifhed and brought 
forth iheir fruit in due feafon. At thy departujT^ 
the grafs of the field i^ill fade and wither^ cbnfciou^ 
that thy merits drew down the rain and dew of hes^ 
vox to retjAet Arabia fertile in herbage. / 

j^fThebeifewiUUngiiiflifor want ofpafture, and 
tfMOi%rM|%)^il$l^ibe'^n^ of the land; knowing, 
ffjtjn.rf'.v" 1' - '.B5 '■ • that 
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that the lift of the juft ctiufes the grouiHl to produce 
t f>lent€OUs harVeft. 

But no mourning Will be like that of Mahmut, 
vfhe can beaft of thy particuliar friendOiip ; and in 
lofing thee will be as if he were deprived of th>^ 
light ef thfe futtj or the morhihg air, or the benefit 
^t fire and water : For fo thy favours are refi-efliing 
as the elements, Without which we cannot live. 

Therefore as oft as I turn my face to the cilyi 
fan<9:ified by the birth of our holy Piiophet; I knd 
up my vows to Heaven for thy long Kfe ; befeeching 
God, for the uhiverfal good, of nature, to continue 
the man on earth, the veftment of whofe foul i^ 
compofed of rays darted from all the fortunate ftars. 
• Tell hie, O thou holieft of the holy ones in the 
Eaflj favourite of the angels y Secret friend of" 
the Eternal ; Envoy Extraordinary frorh the Otnni- 
Jjotent ; Agent incognito for the Court of Hea- 
ven ! Tell me by what chart I fhall fteer my couiil 
through this life, uncertain as the fea^ and tgfled 
with as many tempefts. • I find in myfeM" mahifeft 
inclinations to virtue, and whatfoeyfcr is good ; yet 
I ftill miftake the methods (A attaining my end. I 
would fain be perfe<My pioais, juft, and wife ; btit 
know not how to compafs my defign. One event 
oV other ftill fruftrates my labour : Eithe/'a friend 
or an enemy^ a relation or a ft'rariger, cafnalties 
V^ithout, or the paflions within, ftop me in liie be*- 
ginning, or the midft of a glorious career, t^c i^ce 
which cannot be run- wit^iout noble agonies. * .^ / 

Then I take breath, and, roufing myfelf with freAi 
Vigour, I chiEfarftilly addrefs t6 the Combat, v^^iich 
trowns the vi€Vor with immortality. My cour^g^ 
IS great, my refelutidh fixed-, at the firft fettini; 
t)iit : I gain ground on a fuddeh i the whe«s of itiv 
trhariot are, mr a time, like thofe of the' fu^, thcw 
"momentary adv^ances are not perceived by m6rteH. 
But, befo|*e I g^t halif-'^ay tolife teeridi'^n, fomb-ipTT- 
ikilful Phaeton, an erroneous thought, pr a gtddy 
paffion ovetchrows inc. Eith^r-^lct'habitsv ^oi* 'Xff^ 
. ^ tempta- 

3 
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temptations, hin<I^Yne froni gaiiiihjf tiltf' prize in 
the Olyqipicks of virtue. 

Thus, often foiled, I retire with fhairie and weak- 
nefs ; and, finding no rcdrefe 'withiru I .fly to thee, 
who ^ created a HireAor of the world. 

It will he an offence to make repetitions, and afk 
couniel again : I will henceforth endeavour to fol- 
low thy example, which is certainly the moft cor- 
icQ rule of a religious life. But then I cannot ferve 
the Grand Signior in this poft. Refolve ray doubts. 
Is it lawful for me to abandon my duty, and retire 
into a defart ? If not, I will erefl: a fdlitude in the 
midft of this pojiuloiis city, and build an hermitage 
in my own heart.. If I cannot arrive at the perfec- 
tions I aica at^ tj^'"' ^^ '^^* endeavour to be as 
good as I can.' i here . is a religious dexterity, by 
which a man may, in the midft of worldly buunefs, 
make for himfelf paths of intibcence, ana. walk free 
from the general contagion of mortals. If I cannot 
perform any eminent good, I will take care to ab- 
ftain ftom enormous evils : Neither will I commit 
the leaft, without a go6d intention ; which, I am 
afTured by the Mufti, Tometimes fanftifies a bad ac- 
tion. Ir I lye. or rorfwear rnyfelf, it (hall be to 
ferve my great Mafter. If I diuemble nw religion, 
and counterfeit a Chriftian, I will propofe to nwfelf 
the greater advantage of theMuffulmaii faith : Thus 
feme higher end fhall always direft my intention 
and performances. ' \ 

But, if thou wilt tell me after all, that this is not 
the way to ^aradife, I will forfake all worldly inte- 
re^y wherein I find fo many intanglements, and 
take up my refidehce in fome humble cave, or cleft 
of a rock, or hollo\^ of a tree ; Where I will fp^nd 
the reft of my days iti dontemplatiftg the firft Ef^ 
fence, and all tJiat flows from it. I will bid a finaj 
adieu to this perfidious age, to the vain generation 
of mortals that live in it, to whoft converfe I ihall 
have reafon to prfefer that of the beafts, who are f; ^ 
more innocent, and lefs debauched than men. JVr 
lions and tigers, in the utmbft fury of their hufig( r: 
^ B6 abifaiil 
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abftain from preying on thofe of their kind. A Titxi 
IS the oirfy Cannibal, who devours his brother, and 
greedily (wallows down the blood of him who beari> 
the fame image as himfelf. 

' IJpealc not of the ancient Scythians, Maflagetes, 
or Tartars ; nor of the more modern lavages in A- 
merica, who fluffed their greedy paunches with hu- 
man flcfh. Their barbarifm has crept, by tranfmi- 
gration, into the'moft civilifed empires and flates ; 
and is not the lefs cruel, 1}ecaufe it has changed its 
form. 

Nor do I tax the more excufable epicureifm of 
thofc^ who ranfack all the elements for dainties ; 
whofe tables are loaded with tlie flauehtered carcafes 
of birds, beafls and fifhes ; their houfes polluted 
with an extravagant profufioh of the blood of thofe 
creatures, which jjie eternal Miild formed to live, 
and enjoy the fruits of the earth, as well as our- 
felves. 

. But I accufe the oppreflbrs of men, thofe Canni- 
bals in difguife, whofe verjr bread is mineled with 
the miurrow of the poor ; and their greater delicacies 
are ragouts, com]X>unded of the blood of widows 
and orphans ; whilfl they flarve and ruin whole fa- 
milies to fupport a needlefs grandeur, a momentary 
fomp, which vanifhes almofl as foon as it appears. 
Yet thefc men think to pacify Heaven, by build- 
ing magnificent temples and oratories ; by intailing 
ttcir eitates on convents and hofpitals : A^ if the 
Omnipotent were to be bribed; or took pleafure in 
|;|(ts, which are but the fruits of robbery and in- 
u^ke. Can the facrifices of Infidels be more ac- 
JcptaWe, becaufe they are made oti altars of gold ? 
Or even the prayers of Muflulman^ in that they are 
breathed out in mofques built of the finefl marble 
irufted over with precious ftones and adorned with 
^ipGts and hanging^s of the richefl tifTues and bro- 
fes ? The ancient Pagans can inilruft us better, 
rhou wilt not think me tedious, if I relate a paf- 
t^ which jufl came into my mind, ofa cenain 
^ vooA in Afi^ w)W) pofTcfled vaft herds ^f cattle. 

. and 
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and was suicuftdmed to tfialce jna^ificent otdathms 
to the gods. This Grandee once made a pilgrimage 
to Delphos« famous in thofe days for the oracle of, 
Apollo. He carried with him an hundred bulls, 
whofe horns were inchafed in gold, being f[)urred 
on with extraordinary devotion, and deiigning to 
do a fingular honour to the god. When h^ arrived 
at the place, puffed up with his coflly prefent, and 
the flatteries of his attendants, he bolaly approached 
the temple, thinking no man on earth more worthy 
of the eod's friendinip than himfelf ; demanding of 
the Pydionefs (for fo they called the woman who 
performed the office of priefthood there) Who, 
among all mortah, made the moft acceptable facri- 
fices^ and departed with the greateft blemng from ^e 
oracle ? (for he prefumed the pre-eminence would 
be granted to himftlf.) When me anfwcred, * That 
*one Clesrchus ai Methydrium was the moft de-> 
* vout and dear to the gods, of all men.' 

Aftonilhed above meafure, at this unexpefied re- 
ply, the vain bigot refolved to find out this man, 
and learn of him what method he took to pleafe the 
divinity. He hallens therefore to Methydrium : And^^ 
when he firft came within view of it, hedefpifed the 
meannefs of the place, judging it impoffiole that 
one man, or all the town, could be able toprefent 
the ^ods with more magnificent oblationi than he. 
Havmg found out Clearchus, he aiked him. What 
facrilices he ufed to make to Apollo i To whom 
Clearchus replied^ ^* I am a ooor man, and, when I 
.^^ go to DeljMios, I carry neither fUver nor gold, but 
'^ <mly a bafket of fruita, the befl that my fanh af- 
^^ fords, which I freely c^erto the powers which 
^' govern all thln^, and from whom I receive what- 
'^ loever J enjoy. Moreover, I keep the appointed 
*^ holy days ; and^njy poorer neighbours fpchearful 
^^ from my table. I never killea any thing : Nor 
^^ have I done to another that whicH I' vvould not 
'^ have done to myfelf. I pray to Juffftor every 
, ** morning before the fun arifes, and at night wfa^O 
^he goes down. I kvep myfelf and my cotn^ 

** clean. 
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" clean. In all things elfe I live like the beafls, 
•* that is, according to nature." 

Thou wilt perceive by this, O pious Eremite, 
that fimplicity and innocence are the moft accepta- 
ble facrifice to the fupremely Merciful. And that 
the moft high God takes no pleafure in the fmoke 
of burnt-offerings, or the pompous addrefies of the 
great ; but only the pure flanfies of a devout heart ^ 
the integrity ot a juft man, void of deceit and guile. 

ThcJU, iiluftrious Mahummed. art the perfon in 
whom thefe things are verified. May God flicker 
thee with his mercies, to the hour of traAfmigi-atibn, 
and beyond the laft flight of time. 

Paris, iftofdie SthMoon, 
of the Year 1654. 



LETTER IV. 
Tp the Kaitndchanfi. 

TlFI E R E ate two aftjons which take up all the 
difcourfc at prelent. One is the fiege of Ste- 
hay, z ftrong town in Flanders, before which the 
French army !« ntwly laid down. The Dther is the 
invefting of Arras by the Spaniards. 

Iti^ the prefence of many iiluftrious perfoftages, 
that renders both thefe fieges confiderable. In the 
French camp are prefent the King, Cardind Maw 
xarine^ and all the Grandees of tl^ Court. In the 
Spanifh arfe Afch-^ukeLeo'pold, the Prince of Conde, 
Francis Duke ^f Lorrain, with others of prime 
4juaHty. 

They ate ir«ff vigorous on both fides, in prefling 
ahd defendirtg theTe two pfeices ; as if the fate ot 
fcbth kingdotes were now atftake. In my opinion 
FrarcS rufts tl»e ^resfteft hazard : For. if the Spa- 
niards ftiould prove fticc^fsful in what, it is faid, 
ttey have 4eklvoi upon,, that is, the reltrfof Ste- 

nay i 
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hay ; if they fliould give battle, and get the vic- 
tory, a way Would to open for them to penetrate 
into the bowels of France. And it is thought many 
towns in this kingdom would open their gates to 
them, whilft the Prince of Coiide is at thfe head of 
their amoy^ who does all things in the name of the 
French King : Even his tebellion itfcff is niafqued 
under the jpecious title of ' taking up arms to ref- 

• cue the captive Kirig frbm the hands of Mazarine 

* and his adherents.* A pretty wav of feducing the 
people from their obedience. Tne partifans, and 
indeed" all the Frehch, are divided into cabals and 
t)aftie^ : fome efpoufing the Prince of Conde's inte- 
reft, wnilft others manifeft an incorruptible loyalty 
to Aeir Sovereign. I approve the morals of the lat- 
tfer, yetprivately rejoice at the. trcafons of the for- 
mer, wiming their i/iteftine quarrels may continue 
till the day of the earthtjuake. 

Eliachim the Jew follows the Court, which ra- 
ther ought now to be called the Camp., tlis private 
afiairs call him thkt vjray : Ftotn him t receive fie* 
tjuent advice of the mbft important matters in that 
flieatre of Wat. He informs m^, that the tCing of 
France's prefence in thefiege of Stenay infpires his 
foldiers with more than ordinary vigour : And that 
heihews daily probfs of an e^ctrabrdinary courage. 
He was onfc Whole rtightoft horfeback, gfving or- 
tiers, and direftrng his engineers. Next morning 
he fends .a Summons to the Governor, who made a 
itout reply, being reiblved to hold cut to thelaft ex- 
tremity ; and therefore fallied out of the town with 
a party of refolute men, wh<9 killed near four thou- 
fehxi T>f the bcfieg;ers. 

But, alas ! thefe Infidels are only flout, whilff well 
fed : Not knowing what it is to endure the rigours 
of famine and other intolerable hardfliips. In all 
the weftern hiftories, they cannot match the bravery 
of a«amfefi in the impregnable fortrefs of Merdin, 
fafrtoQs fh t^uV annals for fcftaining a fcven years 
fiege, where the mighty Timurleng lay before it with 
his. ipyinscible army. That fcourge of Heaven, to 

terrify 
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terrify Ac befiej;ed, at^d -give them an earneft of his 
refolution, cauied all th^ old trees raund about this 
place to be cut down,' and young ones to be planted 
m far greater numbers : Declaring at the fame time, 
** That he would not raife die fiege, till thofe trees 
** fliould be mature enough to b^r fruit :" When 
that time came, he feiit a prefent of the fruits to the 
Governor of the garrifon $ as likewife of mutton, 
with this meflage, " That he took pity on fo brave 
** a man, fearing left he fhould ftarve for want of 
** neceflaries." 

As foon as the Governor had received thefe pre- 
fents, turning to the mefleneer, he faid, ** Go tell 
*^ thy mafter, I thank him ror his prefent of fruits : 
" But, for the flefh, we (hall have no occafion, Co 
*^ long as our ewe^ anord us milk enough to fuftain 
** the whole garrifon. And, that thy matter maybe 
*' aflured wc are not in want of that, I will fend him 
** a prefent of cheefes made of the fanDC." Accord- 
ingly, he commanded four cheefes to be delivered tx> 
^e mefleneer; which, when Timurleng faw, and 
IkuI heard tne words of the Governor, m defpaired 
of reducing that pkce, though he had laid before it 
feven years, wanting only two moons. But, had 
he underftood what fort of cheefes thefc were, he 
would, no doubt, have changed his refolution ; for^ 
it feems, they were made o? the milk of bitches, 
and were the very laft fufteriance the garrifon had, 
except the fiefh itfelf of thofe unclean aninr.als. 

Believe me, fageMinifter, fuch examples of pa- 
tience and fortitude are very rare. And this was 
tiie more remarkable, in that it was the firft place, 
where that invincible General's hand met with a re- 
pulfe. 



Parts, I ft of the Sth Moon, 
4>f tbe Year i<54. 
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LEtTER V. 
To I^nec Oglou* 

THIS is.thcanniverfary day of my nativity^ 
which I celebrate not, as others ao^ on fucA 
an occaiion, with mirth and. revelling) with mufick 
and fongs. My chamber is not perfumed with the in-« 
cenfe of Arabia, nor with any extraordinary odours r 
Neither is it adorned with flowers, laurel, or the 
branches of green trees. I am not at the expence 
of coftly oihj. to bum in a multitude of lamps, and 
make joyful iUHmlnations, as at a feaft. Such pom* 
pons vanky- 1 leave to thofe, who, perhaps, have 
more reafon - to be meiry in this life, than thel 
thoughtful and peniive Mahmut can find 0)it. 

On the othjcr iide^ I ipend not this day in extreme; 
and fruitlefs mournmg : But, retaining an indifie^ 
rence o£hiind; IcoBfecrate it t6 the iervice of my 
rea£bn and. contemf^ation & which are the only 
thih^ confiderabJe in morhil man, 

Fr.m the minute that I firft awaked this morn- 
ing, I have been pondering on myfelf and human 
usLturp^ I fufFered my anxious thoughts to ftart 
bade beyond the hour of my birth, refle£bing on the 
imprifoilmei>t I fujfFcred in my mother's womb, 
which yet I cannot in the leaft remember. And this 
is the caf(d®f all men. We know not how we came 
into this, opeh world of light, from that region of 
darkii^fk ; -noirithat ever we were fo ihut iip, but as 
wearcttddbyoux parents; and common experience 
confirms us, that this is the lot of all mortals. How 
then fhall we be able to difcover what ftate we were 
in before our conception ? Whether we were in the 
rank of thiiies which have exittence, or whether wa 
were not hid in the womb of nothing ? I tcH thee, 
this though tt has filled me with ^reat inquietudes. 
I am reftlefs to know my own original. I would 
&in be informed, if that which they call the foul be 

a fub- 
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a fubftance diftinft from the body, orohlyafiher 
part of matter, a quintefience of the dements. If 
It be diftind, as I have reafdn to belrete, it would be 
a fingular haf)pinefs to be fatisfied where it was, be- 
fore united to this machine of fiefti and bones 5 and 
whtstherthat union be voluntary or' forced : For I 
unift pfofefe myfelf to be altogether in the dark.* as 
to thefe fcrutinies. Sometimes I join with the rla- 
tonifts, and conclude all human fouls to be particles 
ef the divine nature, beams of the eternid fUn ; and, 
thar though oar light be now obfcurcd and veiled 
under the clouds ot earthly matter, yet we have for- 
merly ftiirted With an undiminilhed fplendor, when 
drily imbddied ift the clearer ait, or morie refined 
ftibftance of the iky. Perhapife, I think, f6r fome 
errors committed iit that fuperior ftate^ we are fent 
down intto thefe bodies, as mt6 prifoh, for our pu- 
ni(hment^ Then I am vexed at the fatsal dulneis of 
jfiy iKemoty, that teum& no idea of my paft con* 
ditiOfl. 

At otli«r fiiM& (for like atl rriorttds I am fahleSt to 
Ch9tig^} I l>lnb(8ee tbo d<)f£%riiles of Pythagoras, 
which thou knowell art g«ndfNJ)y ciM^eltaiili^d all 
o«mr ^e Eift : Md^ believihg th« tfaftfmigrtttion of 
fouls from one liviAg Creature to ane^ri I cannot 
be certain but that 1 have been an elephant, a ca- 
mel, or a horfe, or perhaps fome more contemptible 
animal ; arid, for aught I know, I have undergone 
all the various kiiids of metainorphofis that ever 
Ovid mentioned. 

However, be it how it will, I fee rio gi'Oundd to 
^mak^ any exttavagarit folefnnity on thfe accouf^t of 
my being bdrn to w'bat I am no^t, that is, a man ; 
fbr I think we «*e the only fpeftacles of folly and 
jliifery, among all the creatures of God* 
' We boaft of ans and fci^nces ; ftt the \vi<eft of 
ftdrtals are always moft fenfible, • that they krt6W 
»othing/ One man builds a ftatdy houle, a place 
of repofe and refuge for himfclf and ms ftritily; ano- 
ther con*es and pulls it doWn, d^moUfliln^ thet^hly 
ftanding monutoent of his br(ith^'s pfiKtehcej^r ra* 

ther 
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therof lif^foUy, who^ perhaps, confiimcd tbegrett^ 
fcft part of his cftate in that coftly fabrick : Where- 
as, anxong all ht$ Sciences, had he biit kamed to 
*' know nknielf^' an humble, convenient cottage 
would have ferved bis neceilities^ during hi$ fliort 
life^ and fo he might have avoided the ftroke of envy^ 

I tell thee^ my friend, I cannot build altarg ta 
Fortune, nor adore the external pageantry of die 
rich and great. I equally hate to be flattered my* 
fclf^ as tlK>fe who iavYte their firicnds to fcdemnift 
th^ bicth-'day« 

YeiL in thtis eontenmtng external honour, I do th^ 
grtoteft reverence to myfclf, whilft I prcferve my 
reaibn free from being vtoiat^d tr prophaned by 
fboliOi cuftom^w 

tsiip 1^ of tke Sdi Moon, 
of tbe '5'car 1654- 

,..^ .. >>.. -.- ^> « — ... - 

LETTER V!. 

T6 the Safelar Ag^ or 5word-bearer to tli* 
drand Slgnioif. 

» 1 

SOnktlmes we feem to be afieep here in this eity 
fof \r^nt of newii But of late we have been 
roufed by poft uponpoft: Some bringing intelH-^ 
gence of tw fuxxendof qf Stenay to the French King f 
others of the revolt of Barcelona from the Spaniards. 
But thdt which is of frejfbeft date,* ai^ for which all 
^ ftreets i>£.Pdm are this night illuminated with 
bonfiies, « tire itUtf of Arras, where the Ffeftch 
bav^ obtaiiHBd a glorious vi£^oiy. The number of 
the'deadis not y«t known, butihid to be very gteat* 
And it is cettain the viAora have taken above fev^en 
tboufand prifoners, fixty cannon, fivethoufadd wag«» 
gonsy^ B,n equal nnmSer of horfes, with all the plate 
and rich furniture of the Prince of Conde, Arch- 
duke Leopold, Francis of Lcn^rain, and the other 

Grandees 
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Gnuideeis of the Spanifh arn^Vt! fy finft ttA^Fretitfli 
are mafters of the town, and»oi the j^ld^ m4 alt 
Flanders appears too little now to hold ^hem» ) « ■ 

Thefe continual fucceflcs redou^ much, toi.tlie 
eftablifliment of Cardinal Maa&arine, wbonow fe^ma 
above the ftroke of misfortune orrTna^j^fn^' Yotno 
man can call himfelf happy till the ^tir of hi^'death^ 
which alone releafes us from all human fi^fctm^ 

Some days ago, I received a letter froqi^I^haft 
BenSaddip which informs me of the death of* the 
Roman Kmg, andoffeveral prodigies which were 
feen before, and about the time of his depanufeu) . 

When he was firft taken fxck, there arofe a vio-* 
lent tempeft of wind, which blew dcnvn th? cr©ft 
fw>m oneof their churches. Afteif.thi&'foltew"^ 
a terrible earthquake that ihpok tjjue whQle ci^jr^ 
threatening to remove its fecundations. Moreover, 
an old eagle, a domeilick of the Imperial palace, 
and that had lived there many years* togk wing the 
day before the King's fickhels, and flew quite awayv 
Then the bells of the Imperial chape) rung thrice, 
of their own aCc6rd, in thcffpac^ of twelve bears. 
Thus far the Jew aflufes xne is true, pTJiepe^arpad-* . 
$ttonal reports of ftrange\ptkritipns t]^t^i«{^ 
about Vienna during the ficknpfs of this Prjpce, ^ ^ 
of a funeral proceilion after midnight,, through the . 
courts of the palacfe; and of a iboweFt nf:\*yi^tih 
blood that fell at noon-day in the ftreets: of that city* 
But thefe I have only from the mouth ,q{ comsouDn 
fame, which, thou xnoweft^does notalf^ayj^ fy^^k 
truth. . , 

I defire thee and all the Minifters to ^sdce^ djCn 
tinilion between thofe paflages which I ^qntain^ 
and the doubtful relations of the multitude.,, In 
thefp cafes, men are prone to fuperftitioo, and iove 
to be the authors ot portentous newaw! 3ut tbim 
mayeft believe what the Jew relates, .for he^nevei; 
affe&s to be fabulous. ? , ., z \, 

It would tempt one to afk^^ Wha( ftrange.?ivdcu|nh. 
power produces thefe unufual %ns.? "Wtediec ,^^yj% 
mortals are under the cuftody of 4f\ii£U9 beiog^^ 

- * who 
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i#lio tdid^k^bleAfents ahd bther creatures to utter 
Ac fcituee-'tSraife 6f fete? otj whether all thefe 
things ^n^t^h -;)i^|iear fa ftrange and Airprifing^ be 
jwc ni^re <^(liaraes ; .accidents of nature happen-. 
in^ef etyUHcl, and only inadc remarkable by their 
timii^'? .Whi» knows, biitthat the voluntary ring-^ 
ingofth^l^lls might proceed from the motion of 
the to^er wh^te^tb^ hung, during the earthquake f 
Or, Wfiy itccd we wonder, that a crofs or a crefcent 
flioald be bl<:hieh down from the top of a high mina* 
ret by a vioWnt tempeft of wind ? 

Thefe tfcmgs appear to me as natural, as for the 
rain to lodge all the corn in the fields ; or for a ftonn 
to tjeatf up the trees by the roots, overturn houfes, 
aitdcon^fl^t a thoufand other violences. Neither 
do I perceive any thing worthy admiration in the 
flight of tlite eagle. Perhaps fome royal caprice fprung 
in the head of that King of birds, which he never 
felt before. There Is nothing of prodigy in all this, 
but only becaufe it happened at fuch a critical junc- 
ture. Hacl it been at another time, nobody^ per« 
haps, would have taken notice of it, any more tnan 
they do of earthquakes at. Naples, which are com- 
mon in that coiintry, where tne earth is very hol- 
low, beingmade fo by veins of continual burning 
fulphur. ihey have felt feveral in that kingdom 
within thefe two moons, as alfo at Rome ; but no 
great' hurt hzs been done, 

Nathan Informs me alfo, that the Venetian Am- 
bafiador at Vienna has drftributed great fums of 
money, in token of his joy, for the late vidlory that 
Republick ohtained agamft the MufTulmans. This 
appe^'tome.^^reil prodigy, that the Ottomans, 
whobre i*^VincibIe by land, yet ftill come oiF with 
lof^iirfe*, /^ 

Q^n CHriftina of Sweden is expefted here eVe 
lon^. '^She^citmeto Antwerp in the habit of a man, 
which Qccafions yariety .of .penfures. The French 
call iKi^B/iatoeM^^^ wel^ verfed 

in di&if^^^ages S^ They, extol her 

Tirtdi^ aXid't>meSBbiiy ityling her the Phoenix of the 
5 age. 
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^. AH the wefkrn Nazaoenes ace devout od^ 
tnirers c^ women : And one of th^ir&roous iages^ 
whom they call Henry Cornelius A^ippai -wrote a 
fele^ tneatiie in praife of that fex ; wneretn he en^ 
deavours to pcove, that they are more, excellent ^nd 
noble creatures than men. But he would fiod feyi/ 
profdytes in the Eaft. 

It is certain there have been very famous wotxien 
m ail ages, and it would be envy in men to deny 
them their, due praife. Such was Dido. Queen of 
Carthage ; the Roman Lucretia, the Sybils, Th^suisiy 
Pythagoras's wife, with his dau^ter Pactia ; Sap- 
pho the poeteis, with innuni^able others, both of 
^aft and Weft, renowned for their virtue, \&zttdng^ 
or valour in the wars. But it does not follow, that 
they therefore fuipafs men. 

Let us keep the rank in which God and nature 
have placed us, without being churK^ or efi^emi-^ 
liate. And this is the heft way to get and retain the 
efleem of that nice fex, whphate a clowri) and de* 
(pile^cowafd. • . • 

Paris, ^oA of tJie 8th Moop, 
of the Vcar 1654. 

LETTER VII. 

To P^fteli Hall, his Brotkcr, Ivfefter of th^ 
Cuftoms at Cotiftantinople. 

TH O U art he to whom I ^an unmafk : With 
others I eonveife. (Hke .our- women in Tur- I 
key) under a veil. When J^\yrite tp the Grandees 
of the Porte, it is neeeffary for m^ to d^ffetnW^ ma* 
ny things, and to feign feme, that I may be cre- 
dited in others, and not be fu(pe6^€d'i« all. But 
withthe^ I ufe no artifice of tfhfguife : Thou h^ a 
kind of natural right to my fetret thoughts beyond 
the claim of a brother, I ovve thee an intire con* 

( fidence 
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fideoq^ 9^ the ftore pf irien(Uhip ; and I feem to 
wroog rhyfelf, when I conceal my feotimrnts ffom 
thee. For> pefides die ti« of bJood* wc were part- 
ners, tc^ether in the adventures of youth ; and th« 
mutujM.SPOd o0ices that paft between us fattened 
oiy.affiWion with ftronger hands than thofc of our 
birth. Nor were we fo unhappy as to fuffer the littk 
youthful emulations, which are common between 
ion3 of the fame nsiQther, to ftifle the more folid and 
genei^ous efforts of real love. Our firiendfliip grew 
up w'th our year^. cemented by intexeft as well as 
attii<£lion i .and I efteem Pefteli but myfel/ in ano- 
ther figure. If thou haft the fame regard to me* I 
am happy- Let us continue to cheriih this noble 
paiEon. The leaft coldnefs or rcferve now would 
appear to me more hateful than a divorce, more tsr^ 
rible %\m death. 

It i$ but reafonable that, among the many fervices 
our great Matter claims^t; our hands, wcihouldem* 
ploy fpme <rf* pur time and care to ourfelvcs. We 
owe the Su|tap niwch, hut both be and we owe na* 
ture more, without whofe bounty and providence, 
we had never had the honour, or ne the profit of our 
being in his debt. He is more deeply engaged in 
Fortune's tallv than we ; but in the accounts of na- 
ture we fire tm eqttal. She 13 the univerfal creditor 
of mankind. We are indebted to hef* for all we 
hav.e; yet, methinks, nothing fo much inhances 
our fcore, as tl>e ill management of time : In that 
we ftill run in arrears, M'hiift the htfty mmutes pott 
forward, aever to be revoked : And yet we neither 
lay hold on them in their flight, nor 10 much as im- 
print on any of them the leaft trtnfient mark of virr 
tue and wifoom. Thius ciir lives Aide away without 
profit, till the hA fend teHs us, * Wq are b^inkrupts j 
* nature will not truft us with a moment longer^ 

it is ti»ie,,the3f^forq, dear brother, for thee end 
mc to look ^out U!S i and, iince.it is im|x>ffible for 
us to nii^e full payment, let us. at leaft compound 
\yith jiattire,.a(ia, getting an acquittance for what 
is pail and irrecQYsfahl^j «t us be fure to cancel the 

remaining 
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remaining part of the fcore by a wife improvement 
of every minute. 

Think not that Mahmut is perfuading thee to 
turn Dervife, or to bcftow aU thy time in prayers : 
Such rigorous devotion is not confillent with the life 
of a man in thy ftation. But permit me, dear Pei - 
teli, to counfel thee not to build altars to Fortune, 
and confecrate all thy vacant hours to her fervice. 
I am told, thou art grown a great camefter, not on-r- 
ly at the polemick traverfes of chefs, but alfo at 
plays of hazard : The former of the two is the moit 
mnocent, yet it is too intricate and puzzling, de- 
ferves the name of bufinefs rather than of recieation : 
It commits a rape on the mind, whilft it requires as 
much attention and abftradlednefs of thought, as 
would deferve to trace oi)t the condu£l of a battle 
or a fiege. But the latter have a far worfe influence 
on our pailions, by exciting us to immoderate de- ^ 
fire, hope, joy,, and grief, for mere trifles, the un- ' 
certain produ^^s of cnance. Therefore are they for- 
bidden Dy our holy Prophet. And it is not to be 
numbered among the commendations of a MufTul- 
man to be dextrous at managing the cards and dice. 

When thou art difpofed to unbend thy mind, I 
would rather counfel thee to ufe fome healthful ex- 
ercife ; fuch as may ventilate thy melancholy blood. 
Our fathers were wont, at fuch times, to divert 
themfclves with bows and arrows, hunting, wreft- 
lin^, and the like nianly paftimes ; thus making . 
their private recreations lubfervient to the publick, 
whilft they fported themfelves into the difcipliiie ot 
war, and mured their bodies to labour, even at tfaofe 
hours, when their minds foueht reft. 

What ! though Claudius Caefar devoted himfelf 
to ^ming with dice, and wrote a book inpraife of 
hisiblly. What ! though Domitian tHe Emperor, 
and Theodorick, King of the Goths, (pent whole 
nights and days in this unprofitable play? Thou 
haft not read pi: heard of fucn examples amone the 
renowned fons of Ottoman. Our glorious Sultans i 
were never vacant to thcfefooleries. And, if they j 

had. 



A SPY AT PARIS. 25 

iadj their prai^ices cannot juftifyr a fubjed's nuka- 
don. Neither wouldeft thou be fo in love with 
tzndngy didft thou conllder what unhappy deitinies 
.have ccHnmonly attended the votaries of Fortune. 
Whole eflates have been fquandered away at dice 
in a night, families ruined and the gamefler himfelf 
impriibncd in .the morning. He that yefterday was 
•nu^fter of great pofleflions; and a companion for 
Princes, fay the effects o£ this .accurfed vanity, has^ 
bereaved himfelf of all, and is to-day become the 
fcorn of beggars. 

The,ChiiKfe^e (b bewitched with love of gaming, 
that, whea the^ have loft, all their ftakes, they pawn 
themfelves, their wives and children -, which, jf the 
fortune of the dice turn againft them, become all 
bond-flaves to the winner. Here is a dervife in this 
city, of the Order of the Jefuits, who lately came 
from China. Among other learned men, 1 fome- 
times converfe^with him. He relates many pretty 
paflages of that people, butone is .tragical, whereof 
-he himfelf was an eye-wttnofs. - 

He fays, that, in the province of (iicintoi^g, a 

certain iNobleman who had ferved in tKe war, and 

acauired great fame and honour, was envied by one 

of his neighbours, who likewife had been a Captain, 

-and much in favour at th^ Court. Their emulations 

carri^ them to many ill offices, and at laft to open 

.defiance. .The Enjperor, .being made fenfible of the 

.hatred tliat .^as h^t\Ycen thefejt^vo. Officers, and.be« 

jnt.un>jiilling thoirfury fhould precipitate them to 

th« ruin of each other, Decame Kimfeif.an arbitrator 

•of their quarrel j layixxg.his commands on them to 

embrace and eat together, which is an aiTured token 

of r?conciliati<in 4i>d .frjeiidlhip in that country. 

They obe^yed the will of their Sovereign. But, fit- . 

ting )ip l^e i>ne nij9]\t at dice, it was the Captain'^ 

ill fortune to lofe all he had to the Nobleman. Mad 

at his unlucky chance, ^svi in hopc^ to retrieve his 

lofs, he fends lor his wife and three ypung fons,'whom, 

with himfelf, be pawned to the Nobleman for a 

-confiderable fum of money, and fell afi^ to play : 

Vol. V. C Bu; 
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But Fate was his enemy; he loft all. Wbeteupon 
in defpair he ftabs his wife and three children, and, 
laftly, falls on his (word $ glorying, that he and his 
family fhould thus efcape a hated captivity to his old 
enemy. 

Tell me, dearPefteli, Hadftthoufeenthi^trag^ 
dy, would it not have made thee refolve againft 
gaming during thy life i Aflfuredly, our Holy Pro- 
phet frowns from nis Paradife, on thofeiwho violate 
tiis laws. He knew our paffions, and which were 
the moft dangerous ; therefore he. prohibited fuch 
things as are moft likely to bietray ns tx> violence 
and an incurable diforder. If diou wilt acquit thy- 
felf a good Muflulman, thou muft not leap over 
diefe prohibitions, a<;counting them fmall and in- 
difierent trifles. Remember die faying of die holy 
Dddor, and Leader of the Muflulmjin armies^ the 
chafte Ofman, * A litde Qxurk will {et a whole city 

* oh fire*' And the Roman iatyrift has dbfetved, 

* That no man becomes wicked all at once. - Think 
then with thyfelf, it is for this reafon the Meflerr- 
gef of God has forbid gaming to the true faithful, 
iiot as a thin^ in itfelf naturally evil, but only mo- 
rally fo, as it IS a ftep to the greateft vice. For, whilft 
we capdvate ourfelves to chance, we lofe our autho- 
rity over our paffions. We ftand or fall at the un*- 
'Certain caft of the dice. We are flaves to the feebldS: 
wiflies ; which, if they fucceed not, we grow fu- 
rious, profligate, and impious. Banifliing all pru- 
dence, temperance, and luftice^ we become in^u- 
dent, and nt for the blackeft cnmes. ^ 

Take not in ill part thei^olfome admonidon of 
a brother, who manifefls his love in thus reproving 
thee without flattery. Ufe the fame freedom whea 
l^ou heareft I am guiltyof any unmecefiary vice : ¥6f 
the puUick fervtce tums fome vices into virtues^ 
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LETTER Vffl. 

ITo the .R^is ESeodi, Priocqitl S cxiCU iy of 
theDctomaa Empire. 

T JSdieve llMNi Inft a nind <» Ciy 

JL mafceanacfasmciAiqionfli^ aiidlfae 

mam &Sk'shoBm& be ramd agam- after it had 
been buried atxnre tbefe fourwais ? i^oaminr not 
vrliat mi^ity^ i&tcfccb tfaooiiaK in dnft Oftcci^ that 
•tiiou afrdh<lpoiifeft his oldcpiarfd, as if it ^wck 
^7 own. Tby affiun are beft known id Ayfdf. 
But let me tdl thee, it ^will not mlQaad Auch to 
:^y credit tp be found pardal. I hoooor theevridi 
all the devoir that is due.to.a Miniftcr in thty fladon, 
'.and widr:fomething mcne, for theefteem annn has 
for his friend b fii^;uiar and be^nd «eremoniei': 
But ftill be owes fome regard to iiimfelf. SeU^nu- 
.fervataoa is rooted in the center of our nature ; and 
lew will be knowmgly complaiiant a» thdr ruin. ^ 
am puzskd what to think, or how lo write, thy 
hA letter has .^ut me into foch a!huriy-bach^. A 
^ottfimd. imannations, like whirlwhan^ tear up 
wj moft fidio theng^ts by the roots, .lam i|i as 
wild a'conditton as a man in an earthquake, JeaiMng 
•this* way aAdfhat^way, yet knows not wfaeie to iix 
|>is foot in iafet^. 

If I perfevere in calling thee fiioid, perhaps thou 
ivilt accufe me of preAxniption. If I change my 
Afrie, and fucaxrfethyise under another charaAer, in- 
gratitude wulsbe laid to my charge. To vindicate 
mya^bons wifl be tntBriuecad otftinaoy; aiid to 
cwnflwfelf Jn, the iauk will becpunted weaknefe : 
Nay, all the wodd will call me fool, in condemn- 
ing; myfdf for things, gnrherepf I never was guilty. 
What ihall I do in €hi8 cafe? I ain' naturally 
tibougbtful and mdant^oly. The words tfaatfpring 
from ttfentment^deave fail to my mind, and breed 
C t a thou- 
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abbies^ and other ecdeilaftical d^'gnities^ at her ovirtx^ 
rates, and to whom fhe pleafed. In mke, whofo- 
ever had any bufinefs witA the Pope made their ad^ 
drefies to her. Bj which means the has heaped to— 
j^her a prodigious treafiife, and- is efteemed the 
richeft LsKJy in Europe. It iS' thought (he would 
have foldtven ^e fcjfty and Romf S^f, the capi-^ 
tal feat of the Cbriftiaa enpire^ Rtther than cefufed 
y6i. proportionate <^r of gold, could fiie have iact^ 
with a chapman to her mina« This would have 
been a o^erchandife fit for the Grand Sigiaiory wttre 
it not leferved as a prize for the vxAorious anna deG- 
t\ned to conquer all things. 

. The French fcem mightily concerned for thetra— 
^dies allied in Poland by the Mufcovitesu It is af-* 
hrmed that they have taken the town of ViteblfcO' 
hf ftprm :( putting, men, women,, and children to 
the fword) with divers other ciues and pdacea qB 
(l^ength-: And that they hdve lafid..0ir aifa»atl the. 
towns and villages' r^usid about Smoletdkai fiytfaat 
there i& nothing to^ be feen but ruin and ckfelfatiQii^ 
for aj^ove an hundred miles .roood that city ; whish 
alfo is now clofely belieeed by the forces oftbe Cxar^ 
If thefe northern Inii&l8< go on, and make fucb* 
bloody work where they come,, they will in a.fliort 
time <Qyier-run ^nd dit-pleople all Europe; But it is* 
to be hoped the Tartars, who are lately entered iiite^ 
a league with Poland^ will pot a &cp toi the cruel: 
vi^brFesv of the Mufoovrtes,. and ckaftire th^ tosafon- 
of .the Goflacks, who iaiB with them conttsry to 
their faith given to tfate King of PoUnidl - '^ 

.Theyfay fourGrandes^of Tartaryarearnvedas. 
hdih^es at Warfaw, and as many Lords of Poland • 
ane ient on the fame errand to the Gourt o£ the^ 
Cybam } whot,» as ^ farther evicisnce oflris. iatt^ity, - 
has releafed auf the Polifli captives in his dominions^ 
and feat the iAmbidfidiMis of d^^Gofladcs home, 
wi .bout their nofes and ears,, aff a. mark of his irre- 
c6ncileabte indi^^tion at their infididky. r 

• In the mean wMe I am extremely a^lidled tahear 

cfourcofiCinJuallMiBSbyfba. Theyiayhere^diata^. 

• : .. ^^ * bovQ- 
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boire fix thcNifiuMi Muffidmam tvae kiBed in dK bi^ 
fight in the HeUefpoot ^ and tkat we bare loft fix- 
teen rallies, bduiesfliips of war. TtotdcoHEm^ciie 
wooM ccMidhidey is fatal to die OttomaD ttmom. 
Neither have we had much better Sacotb liy l^id 
this campaign. Yet CbiilaeiB, the Vizir Aifian, 
and General in Candia, has p c^fo im cd vciy hcraick; 
things* Tofpeakimpaitially.andgmdiKhofia^ 
to our enemies, the Maltefes, VeBCtiaBS, and French 
hate not been wanting in any point of biavoy. 
Winch aUb rodounds to the gieaiBr honour of the 
MuKilmans, in that they drew their Iwoid i^aioit 
tfae fower of Chriftend<Mn, and not aninft owls 
and pigmies. Such are the Periians, mien we en« 
counter diem ; for either they dare not endure the 
Itt^re, and ilandthe hnmt of our invincible arms ^ 
or, if they doy they fink under the fiiiiihock. 

When I name thefe Hereticks, I fpit on the 
ffmmi in d^teftadon of Aeir cnron : For dity aie 
imffe than die 2aidicks and Giafen. I have mote 
charitv for a Chriffian or a Jew, than I have for 
- Infinc, I ^ ■ 



thrievarminofdielaHd. In fine, Iwiihdieyi 
extiipated fincm dte earth; and diat A^ may , after 
this life, be either metamorphoied intone^ which 
OfAnre, tfaon knowefl, is an abomination to all 
f^ HMn and angds^ (and they abeady reftmbleit 
lAdMrib^imdeaiinefs} <MP eUb dot they fi^v become 
tkealles of the Jew^ in hdl, ta any thdr bur^ 
dfiw fiir a dKHifand ages* 
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LETTER X. 

ToPefteli Hali, his Brother, Mafter of the' 
Grand Signior's Ci^oms. 

'nr^ H E God- of our Fathers grant thee as much- 
X loy every minute of thy lite^ as I feel at tfais' 
inftant. Wilt theu know the occafion of this un--^ 
ufuat tranfjx^rt? I hardly believe myfeVr,when J 
tell jiiee of an adventure, the moft furprifing that 
ever happened to me fince my arrival in this city*^ 
And pernaps thou wilt think I romance in relating. 
it : But aflure thyfelf, that, of» a truth, Oucomiche,. 
our mother, is at this time in Paris, with our cou«- 
fin Ifouf. , 

May a thoufand foft pai&ons thriU thy heai;t, when 
xhou readeii this news, as they did mihe» w)HS»y>atv> 
my chamber-door, I firft faw, and kheW the fiaceof .- 
her that bare me, after Lhad given her over fpr dead > 
loi>g ago ;. for I had heard no tidings of her thefe 
eleven years. Good God! foftrange and unex— • 
•pe&ei a fight had almoft dxibiaatl^ my fenfe$«r 
thofe outworks of the foul. .For a while I Aoofty 
ilill, aftoniihed and tremblin{; iprith epftafy.,. I wftf 
not prefentlyfatisfied^ whether,! beheld « mofftatl . 
or theghoft of di»e : For, thoyAy^ tbofcl^awir- w; 
the fame forms as they bore:whe|i ?li\(e;« .-Kl^tteri 
age nor travel, with all other ihKrmities and crofles 
o? human life, had fo altered her com^leman^ but 
that I eafily difcerned the manifefl featift^, 4i»ea- 
ments^ and air of my mother. I copclude, there* 
fore. It muft be-fhe, or her apparition,, if there be 
any fuch things. 

Thefe were my firft thoughts, in that walking 
-trance: But her voice atKi addrefs foon put me out 
of doubt ; when, impatient to fee me ftand like one 
thunder-ftruck, fhe ran to me with open arms and 
tears of joy in her eyes, crying out with a tone and 
affection peculiar to women, " Art thou alive, my 

^ fon 
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* fon Mafamut ? Do thefe eyes fee thee, or am I in 

* a dream ?' 

For my part, I was as muph upon the rapture as' 

fhe, ana hardly knew how to deport myfelf, or 

what to fay or do. Yet the fear I was in,.left fome- 

^K>dy in the lioufe fho(ild over-^hear usis, -and make 

ill confeguences of this pailionate interview, taught . 

me a lellon of moderation and prudence. ^Where- 

fore I beckoned her to fuppxeis her pailions, and 

converfe by iigns, as the cuitom is at the myfterious 

Porte. Tnofe filent expreffions of our mutual love,. 

joy, and admiration, were not lefs (Igntficant, be- 

caufe not clothed in words. Thou knoweft there is 

eloquence enough in this mute language* ^ And I 

was jealous of words, left fome inquifitive fotil 

mi^ht underfland us, though we converfed in *A- 

rabicik. 

After our firft Endearments and tendernefles were 
over, in which my coufm Ifouf alfo had his fhare, 
(for we were all reciprocally overjoyed to fee one 
another inthisneftot Infidels) I began to confult 
the fafety of us all three, in providing convenient 
lodgings for my mother and kmfman. In order ^to 
this,' we made a vifk to Eli^bim the Jewj who en- 
tertained us at a banc^uet after the iafhion of the 
Eaft. We advifed with the honeft Hebrew about 
our affairs. I having made frequent and Ai,fficie|it 
proof of his fidelity and friendfhip. In fine^^ .he 
took them both into his houfe^ under the notions 
of Greeks, his acquaintance ;. judging thkjif the ilv 
cureft way to prevent any^diicovery, ^e^cn ijic 
leaft fufpicion of our circumitaiices. \ They have 
continued there thefe five ^days^. and their cbarai^^ 
has not been queftioned by any., -I vifit th^m daily, 
and we pafs away many hours in recounting the dif- 
ferent adventures^of our lives, in difcoiirfing of-oiy 
friends in Arabia, Greece, and other,, paris.^jfthje 
world, and in concerting the bqil jne^bodfi to ierve 
one another, till death fhall divide ; us . from four- 
felvcs, as well as f^pm our friends, ^an^ raii^k, HS/iii 
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tke Itftof invifible beings, wliofe ftate and quality 
we know not. 

Well, but, all this wUIe^ I believe thou art izn-» 
pttient to know What motive of tlieir own, or mriv 
of fortune, drove them into fo remote sb region a^ 
FirahcJe, a countty inhalrfted by none 6ut Infidels z 
Shsdl I tell thee in a word ? It was love oil bet part^ 
and th? deiire of novelty on his. 

Our coufin Ifouf, from hia childhood, felt poinr^ 
erful indinations to travel, which increafed vritH 
his years, and wtre much Heightened by his con- 
yerle with Greeks, Annenians^ Franks, and fame 
Mufllilmans at Conftantinople^ ivhohad feen many 
foreign countries both in the £aft and Weft. 

The relations they made of the curiofities they 
had feen> and of their own adventures^ fired bi9 
youthful blood, and he formed a refolution to de- 
pATt^ with the firft convenience from Conftanti- 
nopie, and vifit all the regions in the world,' if his 
tifeand health would holabut. I formeriy acquaint-* 
ed 43iee, that he filrveyed the greateft part of Afia ; 
'Sinee which he {tt f^tth again ; and, having finifhed 
his travels in that quarter of the world, he b^it his 
courfe for Africk j where he vifited Egypt, Bar- 
*bary, the empire of Morocco and Fez; witndiator 
'the ^Ethiopians, ahd many other re^ns under the 
torrid zone, too tedious for me at this time to men- 
-tion particularly, becaufe I write in hafte. Here- 
after I Ihall give thee a more particular account of 
his obfeiVations^ &c. wherein thou wilt find, that 
Ifeuf h^ iJOt altogether loft his time. 

At length, having fatisfiedhimfelf with whatfo^ 
ever he thought wordiy to be feen and known in that 
Southern traa, he parted from Fez with a defign to 
.ice Euime. Some bills of Exchange caufed him 
fo take Grand Cairo in^ his way, where he encoun- 
tered my mbtfier. She, perceiving that he would 
take fhippinje; dirfecHy fot France^ refolved to lay 
hold on (o fevburable an opportunity of feeing me 
one^ more before (he died. Wherefore, imparting 
bcrdefigg^ to him^ Kouf OiFered her his utmofl fer- 

vice. 
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nee^ And, having ftttlcd her afiairs at Cairo^ and 
jxacked up her moneys Jewels, and odier neceilarics, 
tkiy foolt the road or Scanderoon;^ where they foon 
annved ^ and, piittii^theBifclves into the haUt o£ 
Grtck^y Ilbttf aifo l|eiiking pretty well that InM^ 
guage and the Lingua Franci, ^tey bargained with 
me mafter of a vera then lying in the harbour,, and 
bound for Marleitles. He took them on board, and, 
under the pn>te£Hon and favour of Heaven, they ar- 
rived iafe at Mairftilks^ and are now in thi&city. 

Yet, amidft ail the pleafure I conceive in the pre^ 
fence of lb near a- relation as a mother, I am not 
without fome qualms of fear, left fome unfortunate 
occurrence (houkt difcdver her to be no Chrifttan : 
For then the ifluie mig^t prove dangerous, both to' 
her and me. 

As for Ifouf, he defigras to tarry no longer in 
Paris, than to inform himfelf of what is nioft re- 
markable in this city, and to (atisfy the other ends 
of a traveller. From hence, after ne has vifited the 
chiefefl cities in France, he talks of travelling into 
J**landers, Holland. Germany, Swedeland, and the 
other Kingdoms of Europe.^ But for Spain or Por- 
tugal he has no thoughts -, either out ot fear of the 
Inquifition, which is very (evere in thofe countries ; 
or out of an averiion to mofe people, who expelled 
the Moors, of which he relates very tragical ftories^ 
which they told hhn during his refidence at Moroc- 
co and Fez. In a word, te gives this chara<^er of 
a Spaniard, that he is a mongrel, between a man 
and a devil. He likes the company of the Prehchl 
in regard theyr converge with a natural and unreferved 
freecfom, which becomes them very well. But he 
has fpoke with none but travellers yet, who have^ 
been othorwife emjdo^, than in ftudying thearti*' 
ficial difguife of courtiers. If he lojourns the fpace 
of three moons in this kingdom, he will find tome 
of the French as affected in their way, as other 
people: He wtU encounter with a new 6>t^ of 
Frenchmen in every province. For France is a mere 
gallimattfry, made up of the fra^ents aodrcoifUAtl 
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of other nations. They differ alfo in their. languaM^ . 
as well as in their manners^ one from another; ISo- 
that the inhabitants of Gaicoigne andBretaftne q^.» 
hardly be underftood by thofe of Paris ana BIchs^. 
with the adjacent parts. The weftem peojple are 
not curious in preferving the dialed): of their rathers» . • 
but every age introduces a change in their fpeech : 
Neither are the^r diligent in retaining their genealo- 
gies : Whereas in the £aft. thou knoweft, the lan- 
guages remain uncorrupted, the fame now as they- 
were two thoufand years ago, or from the Confu- 
fioaofvBabeL The fame care, we Arabians have 
of our tribes and families. 

Son of my mother, when thou readeft the two in^ 
clpfed, and (halt fee the very hand-wrking of the 
dear Oucomiche, and Ifouf, our kinfman> let thy 
heart be like the valley of Adttioim, fragrant as a 
grove of fpices : For thttn thy eyes will convince, 
thee that what I write i» truth.. 

Paris, ft«d of the nth Moon, 
oi the Yc^r 165^ 



LETTER Xr. 

To Adonai, a Jew> Prifoner in the Tower 
of Nona^ at Rome- 

THI S comes to thee by the hand of a truft^r 
friend : Give intire credence to his inftruc-^ 
tions» To fay, I am forry to hear of thy misfor-^ 
tune would but &intly exprefs my paffion : It is not 
cafily deicribed in words : I am as. melancholy as an 
antelope^ when the Sun is in coniun£fcion vnth Sa- 
turn. This is a fad fort of a b^, that will neither 
eat« drink, nor fleep. during that dull afpe£b. 

In God's name. How cameft thou to be fo free 
with thy tongue among the Romans ? Or, what 
tempted thee to meddle with their religion and laws I 

Was 
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WHs it not not enough, that thou, and all the Jews 
ki that city, had liberty to frequent your fynagogues, 
and them curfe the Chriftians in antiquatedHe- 
\ne9F i Mull you needs rail at them in plain Italian- 
too i And that over your cups, when men ought 
to be gopd-aiatured to all the world i Of what im« 
port isfit^ to you, whether they be idolaters or no, 
10 long as they give you Iqave to adore one God, 
Creator «f thewoiid i Or, what fignifies it. if th^y 
are guil^ of .ten thoufimd injuftices ana follies 
among tnemfdves, ithilft ybu live quietly under 
their piote&ion and government? Adohai, I am 
Earned of .the immorality. of thofe of thy nation* 
I blufh. for your ingratitude, pride, ana malice. 
Surely, if the Nasarenes did r^ly believe what they 
profeis, they would facrificeyou all ta»the fi;hoft of 
their Meffias, whom, they fay, you crudfied. They 
would not leave a Jew living in Chriftendom, but 
do their utm<^ to exterminate you from die earth. 
I fpeak not this as my wifli ; but only to upbraid 
your imperynence and vanity, in thus.fooliihly pro- 
yoking thofe, withwhofepermiffion it is that you 
live and enjoy die elements. 
. The prophet Mofes, your law-giver, Jeft you 
another rule, alefibn of civility, when he faid, ^ Ye 
^ Ihall not blafpheme the Gods^ of the people.' Had 
thou and thy companion^ obeyed this precept, ye 
might have oeen at liberty : But it is baa falling in* 
to the bands of the Inquiiitioh. However, I am glad 
to hear that you are not tranfported to the caftle of 
•St. An|;eloj that would have Wn a tragical remove 
at this jundure. But now, as I am informed, not 
one of you is in danger : For. they fay, that all the 
priibners in Rome are by cuftom releafed^ upon 
the des^ of the Pope, except thofe who are in that 
fatal fortrefs. And it is generally fuppofed the good 
old Caliph is no long-lived man. For they neve^ 
ufed to remove the priibners defigned for death, till 
the phyficians ai« paii all hopes of the Holy Father's 

However^ 
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Hpwever, in regard' there is no certMntf- m litf* 
Qttti afiairs^ but a perpetual change and drcu)atiof» 
of events ; left ibme uohxffm turn of fortune ftoidd 
either now oontinue thy jreftramt, or hereafter he^ 
reave thee of thy liberty, I fend theey here inclofed^ 
a receipt oPa cbyinical liquor, which iAaybe> off 
ibnie fervice to thee in the ftrorrgeflrprifoif oil eafd^^ 
It i^to rerealed to me by nrr nMther: vtAkO learned 
it of an Egyptian artift at Cairo. utfyiU it not,' 
becaufe it comes from aiwomah'^ band* : For I have 
made an experimentiof it, and ' find it eSbStxs^L It 
will render iron as brittkiasvi^ab* It is more pow* 
erM than the Water of the river Styx, which no 
vdlSd could hold but the hoof of a mule. After an 
hoar's application, thou mayeft make die thickeft 
bars, chains, and bolts fly in a thoiifand pieces, as 
tf tl^ wejfe made of porcelain. 

Thou wilt not wondier at this, when thou confi* 
dereft the imiumenibie ftrange inventions of men 
prying into the fecrdts. of nature^ and fortunate in 
their tearches. Above all, diymiftry has bought to 
light die ereateft prodigies of- art and knowledge: 
Tnis myfterious icience> was the peculiar boaftof 
the primithre Egyptians, from whence ali other na- 
tions learned it. And, had not Mofes bimfelf been 
inftruded from his yxHidi in ^1 the learning of £- 
ffypt, perhaps he would hanre been at $. Io6^ whm 
he calcined the vohlen calf, and fi;axr6 the duft to 
dieifraelites, to oe mixed initheh- drink, as the on'- 
ly expiation (rf* their idolatfy. DoubtMs, tbid fe^ 
cret, among others, wastranfmitted down to tho& 
times, from Philemon die good Pri^v who was in 
the number of them who eicaped the flood in No^ 
ah's ark, and whofe erandfon Malar wias die firft 
&in? in Egypt after the deluge. 

Philemon, the better to dfUblifh the ftate of his 
offspring, revealed to them many hidden things t 
taught diem the hieroglyphicks of the Dgebel PW 
ran, or the OTramids, witn all the myfteries of the ta^ 
lifmans, ana the ch3rmical preparations of Monca- 
cam I w forcible waters and cdOences, powders and 

^ other 
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odier ingredients, by which they made marble as pli^ 
able as wax or clay. Thefc tm ngs he had learned 
of tfaofe who perifhed in the flood : He retained the 
wifdothof tbeancients^hiscoevaband oredfedeflbrs^r 
kaving the rudiments of fo profound a knowledge 
to his pofterity*, as an invaluable treafure, of which 
they could never be robbed. Thus fcience became 
hereditary to the Coptites, who bear diat name from 
Coptim^ the ton of Kf alar, the firft King of £gvpt« 
fiiice the rainbow appeared in the clouds. And 
it was^^from one of that racie my mother learned that 
admifable fecret. 

Xruft not to Words ^ biit try the experiment, TTie 
receipt will give thee all neceflary (nrefkions : Yet I 
counfel thee not to be big with it, like him. who, 
having found out thd art oi^ making glafs malleable^ 
or fit to be beat by the hammer into any (hape or 
figure, as the fdverfitlith^ work their metal, muft 
needs go and difcover his fecret to the Printe,expe£i:- 
ing a great reward : When, on the contrary, he loft 
1m8 h^ on the fpot ; the Prince thinking it great 
injuftiee, that fo many thoufand people as got theit 
bread by making of common glaSes fhould be all 
rained, to promote one man's profit and advantagp. 
In fine, ufe this fecret to fave thyfclf, or the 
caufe thou art enga^d in : But truft it not to ano* 
ther. unlefs on the (ame equal terms as I commit it 
to thee, wherein die greater hazard is thine in di- 
vulging it. 

Paris, isthaftheiftMooo, 
oftfaie Year 1655. 
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L E,T T E R XIL 

To Mcheniet, once an Eunuch Page in the^ 
• Seraglio, but now aii Exile in Egypt, at 
Grand Cairo. 

WH £ N I firft heard of thy baniihment from 
the imperial palace and city, think not tbajt 
I was fad, or entertained the ufual fentiments of a, 
friend, on fuch occafion^. No, I tell thee on the 
contrary, I rejoiced (yet ndt with the joy of an 
enemy) at that feeming misfortune, as knowing it 
has delivered thee from a real one, in which, accord- 
ing to my prefages, all the attendants of thy miftrefs, 
the old Queen^ were foon after involved. 

Thou art obliged to Bacchus, for that fortunateca* 
lamity ; which, though it for a while eclipfe thy 
honour, yet was the only means to favethy life. 

When I formerly fent thee an account of my im- 
prifonment here, and how I was regaled by my keep* 
er at a banquet of wine ; when in that letter I 
played the advocate for the juice qf the grape, I 
little thoudit that thou woulddl ever make an ex* 
periment of that bug-bear liouor. Though I know 
It is common, even in the Seraglio,- to drink wine 
privately, and chace away melancholy, the conftant 
familiar of reftraint and fervitude, with generous 
compotations. 

I am no ftranger to the counterfeit licknefs of 
thofe who, for the fake of this ftolen mirtfir^ put 
themfelves into the infirmary, that they may there ca- 
roufe with freedom, and drink healths to the Grand 
Sieniot without fufpicion. 

Were it not for the convenient fituation of that 
^partm^nt, and the favour of the Boftang;i's, no 
wine could find admittance^ into the Seraglio, fave 
what is for the Grand Signior's ufe.- But now his 
ilaves drink it as merrily as he : And I am not ferry 
that thou art one of the number. It is a groundlets 

fuper- 
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iit|jierftitibn to refafe the gift of divine UbeiaUty^ 
and deny ourfelvcs the ufe of that plan^ which was- 
made to cheaf the hearts of mortals. Nay, our 
holy traditioAs tbemfelv^s and all our do£lors ts^itly^ 
own, that the vine is aUowable^ and that it was 
favedy among the reft of the v^ge^ahles^ by Noah- 
La the ark : And that holy Prophet curfed the devil, 
for ftealing. it away. Perhaps the ftory will not be 
uapleaianttQ diee. « i 

When God commanded Npabywith his compani- 
ons^ todefcend out of the ark in peace^ they built. 
them houses, and b^an toexercifehufbandry : They 
fbwed cbrir, and* tiieieed of other vegetables : They 
planted aUb all foj^ts of trees^^: But, wheiithey came. 
to look for the vine, it could not be found. Then it 
was tofd Noah by the angel, that the devil had ftolea, 
it away, a» haVmgr fome right tf>' it^ Wherefore' 
Noah cited the devU ti^ appear before tbe angel> inr, 
tfa& liame of God, to aiifwer ^lus: theft. The, sin-- . 
gd gayejudgmnt,, thati^e yiiie fhould bediyid^i 
between them JnlyOtluee-pa^Sy; wbereo/.die devil) 
ihould have two^ and Noah one ; to which both^ 
parties confented : Whereby it is evident, that maji^ 
has fbme iharein the juice of the grape. For this' 
was thedec^Ofi of Gabriel, that, when two thirds of^ 
the liquor of this fruit was evaporated aw»^ in boil-r , 
ingiyrer the fire,, the; i>eoifii|)aer Oidulfi be lawful^ 
for Noah and his pofl^^i'ty to drin)^. And thou 
knoweft jwe MufTuImans generally obey this Ifiw in , 
preparing our wine. : V \' 

Let the devil theiefore, in the name of God, 
have his fli^e in this tempting fruit, and then there 
can be no iiwuftige in enjoying' our own part. For,.' 
when, that which ind)riatps. is Teparated by fire from, 
the re^, ^is liquor becomes pure, holy, and blefled. \ 
This is? the fentehc^'of the ancients,.the immediate, 
auditors' of the meflenger of G^9 ^ is to be feen 
in the manufcripts they left behind them j which, " 
though they 2a;c rare an.d. difficult to be met with, 
yet fuch as diligently feek wifdom ihall not lofe their 
labour, I Abu Becre £bcn Mahumet has taken 

great 
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grfAt pfitn fb collect themcinoir^ of aiidqtiiC)^. He 
was a learned dodcMT among my cottfitrymeii bf the 
boafe (^ Sulpha (may he ttSk under tte umbreJJa's 
qfParadife. J From him I had this idation. . . 

But tdl me. my dear Mehemet, if thou knowcft^ 
bow cameft ttou to be the only^man that had the 
good fortune' td be fentenced tathis happydifgrace i 
Or, if tbou art ignorant, I witt tell thee, l^or it 
feems the reft of the company in AaX nigbt^ revel 
were dtfeorered as well as thou, yet efc9ned attooi- 
fure. It looks, as if they were defigneoly reftncsd 
ftr viiftims to a more inexorable revenge. And 
the event juftifids this conjefhire ; fince, within the 
circuit of the moon, not only they, but ail the 
furviving creatures of the Sultana Kiofem, were 
ftrangled. 

Therefore again I prohoimd^ thee happ<y aft<i 
dbUUy blefied in beihg an exil);, fiMe thereby dmc 
lurff efbapedthe hands of the tkedw&Atm^ mni art 
jfOW Kving^ Egypt, the mitt foftifinaaevejicii 6n 
earth* A&ribe Stis to^ Ay pr<lpkiott« (deftny, aod W 
tbe ftvbur of Sblymsui Kyzlir Aga^ wbo,^ foeieeiiic 
die. fl^ghter diat would be made of that oM 
QueeA*s fervanto, took tbts opportunity to acciiAr 
thte to the Grand Sigirior, that fo he idight f«M 
titiy Iffe: For k yna at his inlsroefion thmi y^cgt 
banifiied ihtb tht» happy prcltilicc, •whidi> i» callnd 
tfreNifrflrofaIlNations» Impiove thy^xfleb-the . 
beft^vant^^, and fromt.thb niirfi^iudc the milk 
of fcience with which (he has formerly nouriflied die 
whole earth. Be gratefiil alio to thy deliverer; for 
be is a trufly frieikL and unchsmgeable, where he , 
once places, his affeAion. He &i a particular 
Idndnefs for thee. From him I received the aew» 
of thy efcape ; for that is the proper name of thy 
banifhment^ Pour forth devout oraiilbiis for his 
b^salth and happinefs. fince diou art in a land where 
the prayers of MulTulmans are as effeAually heard^ 
at fome particular places, as if they were uttered at 
the tomb of the Prophet* 

Icoqa.*^ 
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I cxMtnfel Aee to vific the prifoi> of Jofeph, which 
k in the dungeon of the caflle of Caira. This is » 
place of jgieat devotioA aotong the fiuthful^ and ha» 
been fo m aU ages, iuice the deatkof that patriarch; 
Mofies die prophet, of whom it i* £ud, that he died 
in die emiM-aces of God, made hk prayers in this 
{dacae; and Jo did Aaron his brother, when thef 
perfonned thofe miracles in Egypt. . Jefus the fon 
oE^Maucy rifited this place^ bo& he and his moth«r 
(ot whom are centoed tiie fmiles of the Creator :) 
They' there performed their devotions, when they^ 
fled from the. perleciition of Herod. So did the 
pcophcts and apoftles, as many as w^ie in Egypt, 
with all true believers. Nay, fome of the Inlideb 
tiiemfidve^haying.heard of tne nmo^nm of this £uic* 
tuary, maae their addrefies to Heaven there, in timer 
of great diftreb.. For here prayess are infallibly 
hcarcL efpeciaUy if they be (aid mar the fim ha» mM 
verfiidtlie meridian^^ when the wicked damons oe^ 
aflonx .wha wdk ahfwd til) nooa^ doing idl lho» 
milc&ef they can. ... - -^ 

MyTiiend, ^riien I thSoA: of die region where 
diott atfty I can hardfy forhcar envying thee. It is ar 
land of imdigies and miiades. It is die fupport of 
men, aad the sransryxif t^ world : Thofe who in- 
habit it am fufl. of cianpbuxncy and jM: andthbfis^ 
who abandon it bum with a psrpetMl defiie to re* 
turn. Itaihnn Ute cki^ and the waters Iweet and 
ridi as wine; die eyeof God i$ iqxm it. who eaiifes^ 
the Nile toflovwatits accuftomed ftaion ; vi^nce' 
the land iritkadeiertite, beyond all die provinceson 
card& : Thn Nile is one o( the rivers which God 
caufed to defcend from the fprinj^ of Paradife, oi^ 
the wings of Gabriel ; and has hid the place of its 
defcent among die inaccdiMe heighths of mpun- 
tains. 

There are many ftrange diings related of the land 
of Alphiom, and how it was iirir manured by tofeph, 
bemg before his time but a fen or mar£fi. The ftory 
alfo of Hagar, the mother of all the Ifmaelites. is not 
unpleafimt ^ thou wilt find it in the chronicles of 

Egypt: 
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Ejgypt : For {he was an Ej^rpdan, of the family ol 
th6 Ooptites ; and was beftowed on Sarah, the -wife 
of our father Ibrahim, by Char(rf)a, die Kins of 
Egypt's daughter. .After Ihe was difmiiled from 



her Lady, fhe travelled to Mecca ; from vrhence 
tbejr fent.a difpatch to the King of £gypt« to ac- 
quaint him with her affairs, and with the oirtfa of 
ber ion Ifmael, imploring his affiilance, in regard 
, ihe was in a land barren of .all things. Then the 
King of Egypt caufed a ,canal to be cut from the 
Nile, at the toot of the eaftern mountains df Egypt, 
tothe.Red-fea; and fent veflels laden with com, 
fruits, and s^l manner of neceflary. proviiions, tO' 
Hagar. 

. If thou, addreflefl to the feet of the dodors, the 
venerable prelates of Cairo, they will ibon inform, 
thee of more ftrange things than thefe.. It is a noble 
exercife to contemplate the kingdoms of the heavens 
and the earth ; to iearch into the wondera and pro- 
4ittes^ tot^acefooti(eps.ofaie ancient nttdonsy and 
die traditions which know no origin. > 

Meheinet, I am an esdle asVeU as thou : Let us 
condnue our former fn»ti<Dhip in this fbte, and do- 
one another all the good offices we caii. A^ for the 
misfoitunes of human life, let us bear them with 
an equal mind ; for they will foon have an end, as 
wellasweourfiuves. ' . 

May God, who in the time .of Oag^ and Magogs 
took up from the earth the great Alcoran and the 
fheets of icience, the Mack flone, and the flitine of 
Mofes, with the five rivers, have thee in his holy 
prote£Uon and cuftody, at the hour of evil, and at 
all times. 

Paris, s6tfa of tfa^ lil Mooiv 
oft]ieYdurU55. 
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LETTER Xra. 
To Kerker Haflan, Bafla. 

THOU mayeft report it to the Divan for » 
certain truth, that the Chief Mufti of the 
Chriftians is dead : Which puts all the Courts in 
Europe upon new ftrains of policy. 

He was called Innocent X. aftei- his afluihption to 
the papacy : For his true name was Pamphilio. 
But ibme my it has been a cuftotn with the Popes to 
change their names, ever fince a certain prim was 
liftea to that dig^nity, which was called Bocca de 
Porco, or Hog*s t ace. He, a/hamed of this ignomi- 
nious name, as foon as he fat in the chair ofPeter^ 
afiumed the name of Scrgtus. Yet all his fucceflbrs 
have not oWerved that rule. 

Thefe Popes have an authority greater than our 
principal Mufti : For they are obeyed by Kings and 
£mperors j and, beingefteemed little lels than Gods 
•on earth, they are foiemnly adored, on the day of 
their coronation, by all the Cardinals, Princes^ Pre- 
lates, and foreign AmbaiTadors at that time in Rome. 
And for that etid they are feated on the altar, which 
the Nazarenes call nie Tabernacle and Habitation 
of their God. 

If I miftake not in my obfcrvation, thefe Roman 
Caliphs afbire at afovereignty over all Kings and 
Princes : They would make that which they call 
the Hierarchy Si fupcrlative independent monarchy, 
to which all the governments in the world fhould 
paybomage, andbefubjed. * . • ' 

This puts me in mind of a certain preacher at Ni- 
cies, wno^ fom^ years ago, when Adonaf die Jew 
was in that city, and happened -to be preknt in tRe 
xrhurcb, having made a very elaborate fpeech to per- 
fuade the people that the priefts were fuperior to 
Slings I at length he broke out into this paflionate 
exclamation : * O ye Princes of Chriftendom, ye sjre 
^ Pharaohs, and we Pridfe^re your Gods. O ye 

rPharaohS 
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* Pharaoh's, obey your Gods. You f:an on^ com- 
^ mand thecreatuie, but ^ve make theCreator himfelf 

* come down on the aftans, atour pleafure.' This rc- 
Jation I had froHi the Jew. ta his travels through 
Italy. And it is aflerted by fome of their dofiors^ 
^ that the Pope has oot only power to excommuni- 
^ cate the greateft Priiice on the e«tk, but alfo to 
'*pull a faint out df Paradife, and fend him* to hdU/ 

If they could. per£uade lihe Nazarene Princes ami 
jl^eople to believe they have fiich an oooiiiitant 
jKrwer^ I^^h^ps in time tbqr may reduce tbem to as 
l>lind a fupedtition as the ancient £in£s ^^ypt 
were guilty of, who were fo befotted tomeir priefts^ 
^at when he whom they called die Cater, or mafier 
x>{ the celeiHal influences, commanded the King to 
kill himfelf, for that it was tbewlU of Heaven ; the 
poor bigotted Monarch durft not dti^Mite the onfer t^ 
nad received, hut in Ample jobedieace became his 
40wn murtherer. 

Thofe Egyptian priefts indeed wepe mafters of 
j;reat fcience, profound sdlrologers, excellent mathe- 
maticians, and ^rfedly (killed in the fecrets of na- 
tural magick. They performed things tnmfeending 
thp more common and obvious works of natures 
JBy which it was eafy to Aclke tsrsDr into the 
hearts of ienoraot mortals. But, as for die Haza- 
rene prieite, all that they can boaft of is, 'tfiat thoy 
iiave r^ the hiftories of former tknes, and are 
able to difcourfe of philbfophy, axKi other fctences, 
without having the power to wodL any prodigies : 
TJnlefs thou wut count it one to keep fo many war- 
like nations ii^ fervile awe of their autharttv, with 
the bare pretence of turning a piece of fareaa into a 
.<Sod. •• • ■ . . ' ' 

Ye^ fer.all thi^, tberjeare mmiy pcN»r pmates, aipd 
.'other eodefiaiHcs, who are. tnvefted with empty 
.;titlesj havij^ little or no reveHiues : Anaon^ whien 
the poverty of ibme is fo remarkable as to be- 
come a proverb. Thus it is common in themoudis 
^the Romans to fay^ * The Pi^e^s mule funes ^better 
** Chan die Bifliop of Qryic^to/ 

^^ ' Ilhif- 
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lUuftrious Bafla, live tbou in the faith of tb^ 
Mufliilmans, and the favour of the Grand S^gnior^ 
for in that ftaie thou mayeft de^ife t^ greateft of 
iheje eccleliaftick Infidels^ 

Paris^ 73th of the t4MboDf 
of the Year t6$s* 
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i-ETTER XIV. 
To tEe Kainnachatxu 

Believe tbe.Secretaiy of the Nazartne affain 
jL ^tadoes ane to be a a>njuren suid thinks that I catt 
divine aU thechanfcsiSiid alteratioQS that happen 
at die PortiB ; or Sat I have feme magical iiafs 
which nepcefents to me the continued feries of remote 
eventty with .aH the tranfaftions of the Inwerial 
couct, x»nip^ and city : Or elfe he would not^ fo 
late in his difpotches^ and fend me iiich impQrfe£( 
news. I am forced many times to addrefs my let- 
ters by cueis ; not knowmg whether the perion to 
whom I write be in ihe fame ftation he was a 
while acD4 orwlietfaerheSjeamonff th€ living, or 
diedeads'Whether I iKould direS my difpatchi^ 
to Cenftantinople, ^or io die Elyfian Shados. 

Myrintrilig«0ce jof tfaeMuiTulman aifi^r^ 
times m<Mre:6wiilgf>to the French merchants, who 
jtrade to the Levant : or to the exprefles which con^ 
/rom ambal&do«8 rehcBng at Confbntinopie, than to 
that fecret^iy, whofe care it ought to be that, .1 
•ftoulld be timtiy infofmsd of whatevcrhapp^Of^ in 
4he.Qfiaanr empire. ' * ir 

. Surdy Kifiir Dmlnelec has ii»ne4ef]gn vpm m^ 
inbeuif^ahvays tiuiatar%^and negligent. I Icancefaeiir 
.from hun oncein half a year ; whereas he h coiji- 
•malided^by his fv^crioiBy as well as mine, to write 
;to me ev^ moon: And then he fends me fuch ^ , 
;lame account of things, Xnchfragousito .and &a^ 

. .: t of 
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t>r tieiwi'^ that his iettertncttd »bomai<iiit to jzaake 
thtm intelligible. * ,^ •, » ,. 

' About four' yeats ago I.modeflly taxedhkn with 
this negle^l, when I hadreafon^todcit^aniy own 
vindication to Minezem Aluph^ BafTa. But Kifur 
heard of it, and was very mgry. He fent me a letter 
fbU of invedlives, which I aniwered with a kind of 
indifference, mixing raillery with my jufter refent- 
tlttnts. if ow that worked on him I kiiow not ; biit 
his refervednefe, ever fmce, makes me conclude he 
ftudies revenge^ and thlt he takes tbis method to 
accomplifh it, by keeping me as much in ignorance^ 
as he (fares, of tnechsrngesand otfaei important oc- . 
currences at the myfterious Porlsc. He knows it 
"Would be a crime little left* than cipttal^ not to 
'Write to me~at all. Such a wiUul ootitumacy^would 
ftraight proclaim him a traitor; iince, .among the 
other inirrudions! which were given huniWith his 
commiiHon, this charge was none of the kalL Aat 
iheihould fend frequent inteUimick toall the Gmnd 
'Signior^s awnts, whether pufalick'oriprivates .in. die 
Courts of Nazaiene Priaoes. He is fenfibli^ that 
-iuch. a manifeft contempt of fupreme ^uthK^ty 
-would abfolutely ruin him. Therefcre jieTOes.more 
fubtly to Work; for he wiites,.incteed, out very 
Yeldotn: And then,- with eonhine.airtii^cesL either 
^uite conc^ls, or at leaft difguifes the moit jconfi* 
derable tranf2C£Hons, only filling, lip his letters with 
tfiflitig fteries, and' impertinent orobtiQns^ hod^ng 
•^to my purpofe : Thinking by this means to hriii|f 
*tipQn me the difpleafure of the Grandees, through 
•the miftakes I may commit for want oL hetttx ad- 
•vtfrtifement. ; . , 

Be it how it-wiU, .1 aiiirilcan{;ely at ^ iofs fome- 
times what to think, or howto write tpmjn&ipejriors, 
•or what fort'of qcaidud I-flbuid ufe-itt.this pj^e, 
amidft fo many various r^ttsias are xoi^tinuaUy 
foiread abroad m Europe; conoeiiunff the a^irs of 
tiie Sej^aglio, the Ihinine city, and ot&r parts of the 
Ottoman empire : Whflft tiiis Kifur Jiai.delajrs to 
•afcertaifikme of aoy thing. , . . : 
- ^ . ILhave 
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I have been wholly a ftranger till within thefe few 
days to the fate of the Captain Bafla, who was 
ftrangled about a year ago, for his cowardice and ill 
coaduA againft the Venetians. Neither knew I any 
thing of the adventure and flight of his fons. I was 
equadlY 'S^^^^^n^ ^f ^^ fucceffion of the Baflfa of 
Buda in this important command i and of many 
other changes both by fea and land. 

So at prefent here are a thoufand rumours ftirr!ng 
about one thing or other in the Eaft. Some fay, 
that Chufein Bafia is ftrangled, and that the Captain 
Balla is made Vizir Azem in his ftead. Others re- 
port, that this firft Minifter was (Mily depofed from 
that fupren» dignity, the feals being taken from 
himj but that) neverthelefs, he ftill continues to 
be General to the Sultan's forces in Candia. A 
third fort affirms, that he intended to turn Chriftian, 
holding a fecret correfpondence with the Patriarch 
of Jerufalem, by whole means, and a general revolt 
of die Greeks, Armenians, and other Chriftians, 
underlie Grand Signior's Tunfdiftion, he fought 
to betray the Ottoman blooa, and exalt himfelt to 
the empifcl 

I am not willing to belike that fucfa monftrous 
perfidy could enter into the heart of that illuftrious 
hero ; yet know not how to contradict it for want 
of true advice. 

It is reported alfo, that Signior Capello, the Ve- 
netian Bailo, or Refident at the happy Porte, hat 
killed himfelt with aponiard 5 being driven to de- " 
fpair by his long connnement, and the cruel ufage 
he had received from theMuliulmans. . God knows 
whether it be true or no. It would be much to my 
fatisfa£tion to have a particular account of all theie 
things, and of whatfoever elfe occurs worthy of 
mScc. For how can I difcharge my truft, whiU): I 
am thus kept in the dark ? 

They talk here of a violent plague that rages in 

Mufcovy, aiul that above 2QO,ocx> people have diod 

of it in the city of Mofcow only, bcfides millions* 

that have been fwept away in the provinces of t;hat 

V0L.V. D va* 
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vaft empire. Thofe that really know not them- 
ielves, nor are acquainted with their own nature 
'will yet pretend to penetrate into thecounfels of the 
Omnipotent, and pronounce this as a judgment or 
the Mufcovites, for the cruelties they have commit- 
ted in Poland. Doubtlefs the methods of fate are 
infcrutable. 

In the mean vrhile, we are plagued herewith a 
crew of vagabonds, whom they call Gypfies, or TE- 
ffyptians : Tpr they pretend to be defcended from 
that place. . They fworm up and down the country 
like caterpillars, devouring the fruits of the earth. 
They boaft of a profound (kill in palmiftrv, phyii- 
ognomy, and other fciences, cheating people of their 
money, under the notion of telling them their for- 
tunes. Nobody knows from whence they come, or 
whither they go j for they are as uncertain as the 
^wind ; a nafty generation, and the very burden of 
the land. If any creatures be obliged ^o them, it is 
the mice and rats, with whom they feem to be 
in league : Ji*or they kill and ea^ all the cats they 
feize on. . „ 

Illuftrious Minifter, I pray Heaven to defend thee 
from all forts of plague^ ana veraiin, but efpecially 
from monflers in human ihape. 

Paris, 26th of the td Moon> 
of the Year 1 655* 



LETTER Xy. 
To the fame. 

AS I am alive, thsTe (Grypfies have incbanted 
me : I cannot put them out of my mind. And, 
perhaps, it will be neither iqipertinent nor trouble- 
fome to give thee a. farther informatoin concerning 

There 
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There- arc feveral opinions conceming the origi- 
nal of thefe vagr^ts, -and they haVe 'been thought 
worthy to be inferted into hiftories. Some fay the/ 
eame out of Tartary or Scythia, and that they firlt 
a^»peared in thefe parts about the year 141 7 of the 
Chriftians Hegira. At which time they entered in- 
to Saxony in troops, having thepaffport of Sigif-. 
mond. King of Hungaria, and the fon of Charles 
IV. They had alfo the recommendation of divers 
other Princes, who looked upon them as holy per^ 
ions, or prophets. For 'they pretended that they 
were commanded by God to travel over the whole 
^earth, and not to have either houfes or lands in their 
own pqfiefBon : And tb^ this was injoined them as 
a penance to expiate the fins of their anceftors ; 
who, inhabiting Egypt in the days of Jefus the fon 
t)f Mary, IheChriftian MejEas, refufed to entertain 
that holy Prophet and his mother, when they fled 
irom the perfecution of Herod • 

Others are of opinion, that they came firft out 
of Perfia, and are of the race of tnofe who adore 
the fire: Being forced, > once in fevcn years, to 
make decimations of their people, and fend away 
many caravans to feektherr fortune in foreign coun- 
tries, Periia not being able to fuftain tiieir nume- 
rous progeny. 

A third fort affirms, that they are the pofterity of 
the ten Jewifli tribes that were carried away captives 
by SalmanafTar, King of Afiyria. Nobody knows 
for certain what they are, or from whence. They 
are of fwarthy complexions, wrapt up in mantles of 
cotton or wool. They fpcsdc feven languages ; pro- 
fefs three fciences ; obey one King or General^ who 
always travels with them. The Indians call them 
Cingari, from the wofd in their language which 
fignifies a kind of water-fowi that hath no certain 
neft, but is ft>rccd every night to feek a new lodg- 
ing : For £6 thefe Gypfc* rove frdm place to place. 
The Germans call tnem Zingener, from the word 
Zindd, which is the conftant appellative of t'le 
King q£ ilbs& ramblers, as Phaiaoh was of old 
D 2 among 
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aouxQ^; the;EgyptiMfi^ Wl QnjW «re»ngtrthe>.Ro-.- 

and Faquirs o^toejlsl^ a pc^itiM^df e)((tmordin«7 
illuminatioos, ^i?4;a c^onfbant fymm^Atf^ithGifd z 
Tl^oygh-ftmc learnfdiinea^ ^jno|i|^ ti^NiiMi«6e»^ 
clteem them n^ l^etfce;^ thian a csevr,rf3f ^jjh^ats and 
hypogritej: Ev^ea^ ti|f^4p^^0rif(n^^&Mitoi]&^' 
who, they fay, oiijd^. jjiop^ irf^ftOoWU^Qnunon 
holinefs, commit a thoufaod .>HlUinie9>- n . [' : 

God beft knows wh^tfMdgiBeotistfg^^be made>dr* - 
ther of the one or the other. Bvit thjetfe: Egyptians^ 
as they call them, whether they are i^ally ^fuch or 
no, have no great marks of ian^ity, in. tbat.they 
are very unclean. They ieldpm or never vv^«tlMin^ 
felves, but, like thefwiney^.walk>win.a}ln(Uliindr(Of 
filthinefs, eating prohibited meats, andi^aviog tbeiM" 
women in common, which are the tWo Ibtirces of 
all impurity. ^ . : ' 

As to the Faquirs of the £aA, they areftriA!ob-» 
fervers of the law o£ abftin^ace and cleaonefe ;rwfa&- 
Cher thc^ be MufTulmans, or the Gentiles of India : 
And, it in other matters they tXi^y biB found faulty^, 
it is very rare : And then they exceed mot the cha« 
raster of humanity, which, thpu knpMreft^ isby^im* 
t9re prone to error, and fuhje6l to a thoufimd firail-. 
ties and overfights* We are all men, and God^does 
not eki)e£t our conduA to be that of angels. His te-* 
pofe is in himfelf, and, if he takes any complacency ■ 
in the things of the world, it is in beholding every 
thing according to its nature. The ex||«iififc&foon 
and fymmetry of a bee, a fpider, or a piimire, with 
the inimitable archite<5);ure of the two foiiiKr, and. 
the admirable providence 4>f the latter, may^ for 
aught we know, afford him as much delight as the 
moft celebrated beauty^ ftrength, icienee, and per-* 
formances of men. For his power and wifdom are 
equally manifeft in all thin^. Every creattue ia* 
perfect in its kind, only a wi^ed quia ia a Uot^tiii 
ibeuniverfe, -,.■. o^ .ijl' ov . 

HVouldeft thou know what the< W^liii^iii. : Mslxav 
roies ar^ moft bu% abioiittat tim time f It ia.ifafci^ 



elcai<mJt>foPftW 9dpt? iflfe mb-^ethofen by the 
Colfc^Rdf C^diiifidi-^vlkvflrtl'P of the Ro^ 

nsBiiGtiimllP W\^ a^'dll Ihut u)) in a place which 
they; csdl 'ihtf )Qt»^^e. Thii li a certain gallery 
inAeJpafa^e^tftJi^fVitticah aifRoir^, '^here every 
eafdiiiatrhai^hiV telK bf ajji^fiiefitv By himfclf, 
having«tfily*wbferVtowri5 6tttten4 hiiii.^ TheCon- 
cisnferiB AinxMllidlfd % Ih^ Rdhliiin' miiieia, to pre* 
vent all intercdtffft by^tefeteri'bf other ways, be- 
tween thofe'WHhbUt Md thofe within. The very 
difhes whiclfttWxftrVfed up at the tables of the Car- 
dinals are narjrdWiy fearched, left any letters (hould 
be conveyed' in ih^^i. The laft pofts from Rome 
affaw iisV ehat>t!*ei-ft<y/^^ rib !efs than' fixty-fix Car- 
dinals thus fhifti tip 4t4ifen they 1^' that city. 'And 
there tlicy ftiilft^ r^m^\% lii^hi and* day, without 
taking the frcfli air, d^ ftemg any body, till they 
have agreed on their eleftion. There are tv/o phy- 
ficians, a furgeon^ and an ilpothecaiy fhut up with 
them to fcrve thent mfeifebf ficknels. 

One iof the Cohclavfel^ the Cardinal de Retz, who 
cfcapedoutofbisprifori in this kingdom, and fled 
to Ronaefdr^ro^ecHonl'^ Fit)m vrhence^ he Tent a 
letter totbig Ardhbifliops ^iid other Prelates of 
France; i#hich, being pronoi^nced aTeditious libel 
againft th^ King and the Government^ was, in the 
end of the bft moon, burnt publickly, by the King's 
iDider, and all copies of it prohibited! , 

The King has alfo fent private inftruftions to the 
Cardmais rf his party at Rome, to teep a ftrift 
watch on the conduct of de Retz, and to oppcfe 
him in all things. 

Hereisnothingbut caballing and intrigue among 
thcfe Infidekl: They Ure good at ftratagem, and 
know better how to. undermine one another, than to 
face dieir enemies in the open field : Which is a 
charader more fuitable to women than men. 
Whereas, thou ^noweft, our heroes in the Eaft know 
no other way to honour, vi<ft6ry, and empire, than 
by ddwnfriigjht^ >'bVavery arid refolution, fubduing 
all things by the fo^ce of their arms. But Goci, 
D 3 -when 
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wh6n he divided the nation$ of the earth, and iepa* 
rated, the fons of Noah, affigned to every one a dif- 
ferent conitellation, according to whole influerxcc 
the genius of each people is difpofed* They alJ 
obey the didbtes of their particulm: flars, and the or- 
ders of eternal deftiny, * 

Therefore, fage Minifter, fmce M^u-s is the planet 
of the fons of Ilmael, and the afcendant of the Ot- 
toman empire, there is no need that We fhould turn 
apoftates trom the ftar of our better fQrtune, to court 
the glances of Merctuy, who U onlj^ tht guardian of 
knaves and cheats. 

Paoris, a6th«f.tk8sdMoQn| 
cf the Ye« 1655. 
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LE^TTER L 

To Cara Hali, Phyfician to the Grand 
Signior^ 

FOrmcfiy I couId,teve writ to thee with as much 
freedom as I could to £gri Boinou, (on whoni' 
reft the favours of God) or as I can now to Dgnet 
Oglou^ to my brother Pefteli Hali, or to any of my 
familiar friends. But when I confider the eminent 
ftation thou poflefleft, in that the health and life of 
the mighty Emperor is now committed to thy flcill; 
and care, 1 am many times at a ftand how to acyrefs^ 
mvfelf. Methinks thou art tindlured with the ma- 
jefty of that perfonage, whofe hand thou fo often 
hair the honour to touch, when required to difcbver,.. 
by the beating of his pulfe, the interior maladies 
which afflidl his royal foul. Yet I know thou ftill 
retaineft thy humanity^ and will not defpife thofe 
whom thou haft once thought worthy of friendfhip. 
Suffer me then.to converfe with a philofophick 
D4. free- 
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freedom, that Js, an ^dr<^ yoi^^Qf^yj^lf ija?,;^^ 
refervcs., >v lAm -inin .• 

I know it is of no impbrtj whethef Mahwi^^ be 
fick or well, provided the Grand ^igpk)r.t>< f^Y^^^ - 
What fignify the languifliine pams Or riior^ ^qute 
agonies of a flave, fo forig as ne is a^le ^ early on 
his matter'^ intereft ?"Weare n6t horn fcjr^p^ucf^lves 
only, but, by the V6ry condition of oiir. nature, are 
obligeS to confeclfefe our lives to the fcrvice of 
others,' It "s a reciprocal debt, from which no mor- 
tal is free, * Every man owes fomething to his rela- 
tions,- more to hi^ fricilds, hut mCft of alt to the 
publick. 

Therefore I make no complaints of my lot, nor 
mttrmur atthe will of deftiny. I accxxfe not theftars 
of my nativity, nor tk?c them i^th onjLindly afpeifts : 
But am contented wfth my fortune^ be it good or 
bad, and refigned to the pleafurb of Heaven. 

As nature hath framed my body infirm and weak, 
fubje<S^ to a thoufand maTadies ; fo Is my mind alfo 
harraiTed with diftempers which have no numker, 
But^bove all I labour under a kind of intellect al 
lever, a perpetual thirft of knowledge, which all 
the books' and converfe in the world cannot fatisfy. 
There is no end of my dou^t^ and fcruples. Every 
thine appears tome as ambigiipus as the anfwers of 
the Dejphick oracle ; Nay, 1 am a perfect riddle to 
myfelf. • . 

Tell me, dear Hali, how I fhourd cure this dropfy 
of the mind, and I will not trouble thee with the 
inconfiderable difeafes of my body. I have a high 
opinion of you phyficians : And fhall put more 
confidence in thy advice than in the Softa of the 
Mufti. Conceal not thy art from Mahmut, who 
admires thee with a re(pe& equal to that which he 
pays to the memoirs of Avicen, Al* Raza, Helal. 
and the ireft of thoie excellent phyficians, mentioned 
in our Arabian hiftories. 

And, now thefe ornaments of ournatjon are come 
into my mind, permit them to divert me from'iayinjg; 
or thinking any more of myfelf at prefent r For it 

will 
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ifrffl'lie USfer Fo turn 1*116 difcoiirfe toTiichiUuftrious 
dftemes. Atwo^fft» it wJlA be, biitan ipnbqentdi- 

In pending the lineiofthole famous meiu I meet 
With lomepAflag^a which *re very dtlightful. Per- 
haps, thou haft (een the fa/ne. Yet it will do tl^^e 
no hurt to call them a^ixi to thy remembrance. 

I have read in a certain manufpript, penned by Ibra- 
him the (on oFHelah, a renowned jphyfician at Bag- 
dat, this memoir of his father. ' On a ceruin day, 

* fays he, that my ^father had adminiftered phyfick 

* to the Eihperor *'Tazah, for which he was pre- 
' fented^ with a roYaj[.veft, rewarded with five thcu- 

* fand piiftf^.ana by the Einperor's command was 

* carried^ t^ropgif^^hp 1^^ obfcrved that 
*' heWas'{>en1ive atpidfi all :^l^fe honours, and trou- 
^ bted m fii^)d, when I thought he had great reaibn 

* to rejoice : Therefore I iaia to him, ** My fa- 
*' ther, how comes it to pafs. that you are thus'de- 
•* jeded at a timef when all the world expeAs to fee 
** you diilblved in'blcafure ? He anfwerra. Son, he 
^^ that has beftowed thefe honours onmeis afool,and 
^^ does things prepofteroufly, without reafon \ and 
** therefote I cannot rejoice at thefe untimely fe- 
**'V9nrs he has fhewed me, being fenfible they are 
^^ not'.the efFedls of his judgment, but of his igno- 
•* ranee. I gave him a cathartick potion, which 
** worked fo ftrongly with him^ that it excoriated 
^* Ws.bbweJs, and broudit forth blood : So that I 
** yr^ forced to ufe a different method, both to re- 
*' jn<pye his diftemper, and ftop the violent flux. In 
*• ^he mean while, he, ignorantly believine that the 
^* voiding of fo much bl^Hi procured him the prefent 
**',e^ and health he feels, therefore ordered thefe 
** honours to be done me which thou fef ft. Now 
** lliajtjpflfhi^ fe-ddens me is my fear left, fome titpe 

'•* of' other, he may through his ignorance copn.mit 
''S^y?M^^y^ ^ contrary fic^e, and iirfpe6t 
^^cAl^^ii^?!?^':*^'?^^ injury, wKei^thqre 
^"^mm m"!^?^^^ l^V^^c tod^ath; , . 

^ JU 5 t 1 ell 
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Tell me, my friend, liadnottbidphYfician nsa^- 
fon for his behaviour and words i He was a man of 

great abilities, and accomplifhed with divers fcien^oe^, 
and in high efteem with the Princes and Nobles of 
Arabia. 

It were worthy thy pains 4so perufe ficqueatl^r 
the life of Avicen, written by himfelf^ wherein^oa 
wiltr behold the methods he ufed to acquire a pro- 
found (kill in the faiences : How he was.at firft pua>- - 
zled in the metaphyficks, and was ahnoft driven to 
defbair^ till a dream unfolded to him whatfoever was 
dimcult. When he was at a lofs in any difquition, 
he ufed to frequent the mofques, and pour forth de- 
vout and frequent oraifons to the fource of intel- 
lectual light, till the thing was manifefted to him. 
He fat up late at nights, having a lamp perpetu- 
ally burning in his chamber, applying himfeif at- 
tentively to books and contemplation. This w^s 
bis courfe, till he was confummate in all the liberal 
fciences, which was in the eighteenth year of his 
age. 

But, of all the phyiicians whofe names adcHii our 
hiftory, none feems comparable to Thabet Eb'n A- 
brahinu for his (kill in exa£tly indicating the caufes . 
of a diftemper, by the different meafures of the pulfe. 
Abul Pharai, his contemporary and friend,'writ€is 
thus of him : * On a certain day, fays he, when I 

* was with Thabet Eb'n Abrahim of.Harrain, in 

* the houfe of Abu Mohammed the Vifir, Abu A- 
^ dalla Ebno'l Hejai the poet, being there alfo, 
' reached forth his hand to Thabet, deiiring him to 

* feel his pulfe. To whom the phyfician forthwith 

* replied,' " Thou haft ufed a grols diet, and been 
** intemperate in eating four milk with veal." 

* The other anfwering, that it was true, and all the 

* company admiring ; Abu'l Abbas the aftrologer 
. * alfo reached forth his hand. But when Thabet had 

* fslt his pulfe,' " Thoujfaid he, haft committed an 
^ excefe m taking too much of cold things ; for, as 
*' I judge, thou haft eaten about eleven pomcgra- 
** nates.'^ * InMnediately Abu'l Abbas cried out/ 

"This 
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'* This is ff praphaucertaiiiif, and morethan aphy- 
** fician, for-he fjiflaks the truth to a tittle." ' Every 

* bddy v^asaftoniflied at his wondcrous knowledge, 

* and I moretban all At reft. Wherefore wh^n I had 

* him alone, I faid,' ** My dear Thabet, the ftudy 
** of phyfick is common to us both -, therefore hide 
** nothing from me, but difcovcr fredy by what art 
** you were able totdl that die poet eat four milk 
** with veal, and not with beef or mutton ; and 
'* that the aftrologer eat no more nor lefs than eleven 
'* pomegranates." * He anfwered, *' My mind fug- 
•* g cfte d thb to me, andprompted my tongue to ut- 
*' ter it." ' Then I dehred him to fhew me. the 

* fchemeof his nativity : .Which he did at his own 
' houfe. And, confidering it attentively, I obferved, 

* that the planet Jupiter was Lord of the horofcope, 

* Then faid I to him,' " It is this fpeaks, my dear 
** .friend, not you, fo often as you make thefe fortu- 
*• nate conjedm^es," Thus far Abu'lPharai. 

God knows whether theftars have any fuch influ- 
ence on men in their birth, or no. I am not very 
credulous in this point. In or can the authority of 
the ancients, or the chara<5ter of the Perfian and 
Chaldean Magi, captivate my rnind in an implicit 
faith of things fo liable to doubt. Who knows 
what the ftars ar^ made of, or for- what ends they 
are created ? Yet I mnft own, that fome men feem 
to be born with Hiheient faculties, which others 
can never acquire with all the art and induftry in 
the world. One man is of a poetick conftitutipn.j 
another is genially inclined to phyfick ; a third ex- 
cels in mechanicks : Every man has his peculiair 
gift. And yet, perhaps, all this w^iile, the ftar$ 
have nothing to do in the matter. ^However, if 
there be any truth in ailrology, the Perflans, ChaU 
daeans, Arabians, and Indians, feem to be tlve only 
men, of all nations, conltcUated to underftand this 
fcience pei-feAly. One knows not what to think, 
amidflr (o many appearances of trudi and falfhood. 
Nor can our tnoughts be of any great import, be it 
how it wifl in th^jfe fpecuhitivi: matters." At the 
D6 day 
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day of judejpejnt^ we ^dl no(j.\>^,^lfeB4, wtet piiofi-r 
ciency we iiave made in Ipgick, mcl9JgiiYCm^f^^<^ 

, nomy, or any other fcience j^ hut wKethpr w« b4^ve 
liv^d accordmg to our nature, as men ^nciUed jWHii 
morality and reafbn<^ Ip that hourat will momsy^il 
usj that we have'thrpwii a h^A^ip^of ^oweif ji^cb^^i- 
nty to a neft of contemptible pifmirf^^ tbiui, .t|^<we 
could mufter all the hofti^ of heayen^ aitid ca}jt ^vfiry 
ftar by its proper name. For then the copftellations 
themielves fhall difappear -, the, fun and mom (hall 
give no more light, an4 all the frame of nature 

. mall vanifli : Eut our eood and bad works fiial^ re-r 
main for ever, recorded in the archives pf ejtenut^* 

If from this manner pf writing thou^flialt. con-!' 
jcfture I am melancholy^ and wiftj alip? rcveial -the 
caufes and remedy of thi^iliftcmper,^^ tHpu ;fli41t be 
to me. more than a tlioufand Avlcens, Helals^ 
Thabets, or all the phylicians and aftrologers of the 
£aft. For tbefe kind of thoughts afe mournful af 
the Ihadow of death. 

Piam, s3<l of the 4fh Mooni^ 
ofthe Year 1(55. 
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LETTER U. 
ToAfis, Baffa. 

know not whether thou wilt praife or condemn 
__ the fentence, which the Elettor of Saxony pro-r 
nounced not long ago on a poor fellow for killing 4 
d^cr. Yet, becaufe there is fomething yery fmguTar 
m it, I will relate the whole paflage, as I re<:eived it 
from Nathan Ben Saddi, the Jew, at Vienna : 

In the moon of Chouval, a certain citizen at Wir- 
temberg was accufed before the EleiSor, for huating 
in his foreft, and killing one of his deer. TheDuke 
in a rage commanded him to be fet upon a flag, 
liis hanas chained to the horns^ and hi^feet u^der 

the 



AeTl)iH^/cf ^y^^eiff-, oM^rt^ thkt the- ftag with 
ihi^buitMft-fttt^tfld be' 1^' l6ofe, tp run whiflier he 
woakk/ /The poof frightened ftag, not being accuf- 
tottiea^iiJfiiph' ft1o*l, and terrifie^'^^ith the r^ttlinc; 
ol''ltoiodlaim.'^r3»x aWay full fpccd ov^r hills and 
d^^a^ttedte^'ttfekets erf briars and chofhsi never 
ItoMlgt^ill te'Wad rficafiiitd above three and thirty . 
Gelti» leagues^;' and then, tired with fo vaft a race, 
he Ml down. At "which inftant a caravan was com- 
liiglby that place out of Silefia. 

-The poor wretch on the back of the ftag, almoft 
dead with the pains he had undergone, in 7o conti- 
nued ajM. violent a motion, being alfo forely bruifcd 
and' Mi^'lBefli 'toni^ aiid mdangled by the boughs of 
trees^^auf th«-lfa^''ruflied t&ough thick woods, 
cried »otid to the' caravail, beg|;ing that fome of 
them- would iijlinercy difpatch him out of his tor- 
ments. Buf they, either for ftar of the Duke's dif- 
pleafure, or for other reafons, refufed him this kind- 
nefs. So that after the ftag had refted a while, and 
recovered new fpirits, he began a frefli career } 
and never ceafed running tilt he arrived at a certain 
mqnaftery or convent of religious, where he beat 
sugainft the gate with his horns, till fome of the 
dervifes opened it, and let him in. They, afionifhed 
to fee a man thus pinion^ to a ftag, his face, 
arms, lees, and all his body covered with blood, 
and himielf ready to expire, immediately brought 
him cordials ana other refrefhments, whilft fome 
wer^ imployed in loofing his chains. But, being in- 
formed oy- his own mouth how he came into this 
condition, they began to think of turning him loofe 
again, for fear of uie Duke*s anger. . Howler fuf- 
feringthemfelves to be overcome by the importunity 
of the miferable man, and relying on their eccleA- 
aftick privileges, (for here in the Weft the convents 
are generally allowed fanduaries for all forts 6f of- 
ttnS^rs) they took him into their protedion : But 
he^jfpnred that night* 

t' K isr hard to determine, whether the Duke, or thefe 
dervifes, were in the right or wrong : The French, 

who 
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who of late have by a faihion learned to grow obdu- 
rate, juftify the proceedings of this Prince; faying-. 
That pity is a paffion fit only for women, children, i 
and fools. They eftcem it a mark of a great fp^rit, 
a man capable oi empire, not to be moved witn the 
fighs or tears of the miferable^ but to frown or 
laugh at the misfortunes of others. This, they fay, is 
the only method to harden men for war, conqueft, 
and plunder ; where the viftors are to cut the way 
to honour and riches through the hearts of the van- 
quiflied, to quench the arc&nt thirft of glory with 
humafi blood, and to celebrate their triumphs only 
in the midft of horrid maifacres and funerals. 

It is true, thefe principles and a6tions are allovr- 
able in men of the fword, .when they fight the bat- 
tles of their King and country in heat of blood. 
But clemency and compai)ion are virtues becoming 
the greateft Prince, or moft valiant General, when 
their enemies are reduced, by the fortune of war, 
to kifs the duft of their feet, and beg for mercy :• Or, 
.when, in time of peace, their fubjeds fall into a 
crime which may admit indulgence. Certainly thefc 
Weftern Infideh have wrong notions of humanity, 
in affcrting, that cruelty is either a fign of a noble 
nature, or a ftep to true happinefs : Since the moft 
hard-hearted tyrant, one time or other, will have 
need of compaffioti himfelf : Efpecially in fickhefs 
and the a^nies of death, which, perhaps prove 
more tormenting to him, than to the merciful and 
generous. It is recorded of Al Hejai Eb'n Heflia'm, 
a famous Arabian Captain, that, when in a malig- 
nant fever, he called for water to drink, and it was 
denied him by the phyficians, who had the care of 
his health : ' It is enough (faid he) Rueno'ddaula, 

* once my Lieutenant, to whom I' forgave three 

* treafons, and who died a natural dcam, has re- 

* frefhed me at this minute with a liquor unknown : 

* Sure it is the wine of Paradife.' And from that 
moment he began to recover his health, after which 
he lived many years, often rehearfmg this paffage 
among his familiar friends^ to his laft day. 

But 
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But the Infidels are either ignorant of thefe ex- 
amples, or, if they know them, pride will not fufFer 
diea to learn morality and juflice. They are def- 
dned, the greateft part, to be incredulous to the 
day of judgment. How many Prophets has God 
fent into all nations, to teach them the right way. 
and not the way of fuoh with whom he is difpleafed ! 
Yet they will not be converted : They look on the 
Apoftles and Meflengers of the Eternal, with the 
eyes of fwine ; they grunt under the burden of 
their fenfuality, and, like thofe filthy animals, re- 
turn totheir mire a^in. Yet that fuperlatively Mer- 
ciful winks at their frailties, and vilits them with 
his graces every morning. But they pvt their fingers 
in their ears, and turn away in difdain, as from a 
begg^. They rejc^ the King of all things, as a 
furtive and vagabond upon earth. 

From that delc<ftable Eflence, the odour of whofe 
fweethefs is difFufed through the elements, and re- 
freihes the minds of the true Faithful, let us^ by con- 
tinual devotion and yirtue, attraft divine tinctures. 
till our hearts be all transformed into incenfe, and 
in this aromatick pile our fouls expire like the phoe- 
nix, to revive again in the joys of Paradife, in amours 
whichi know no end« 

Paris, 8di of the stk MooHy 
<^ the Year 1655. 



LETTER III. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna. 

I Wonder at nothing, much lefs at the extrava- 
gant caprices of Tyrants. Methinks there ap- 
pears no novelty in modern tranfa6^ions : Thpy are 
but a repetition of ancient praftices under new 
forms. Of all the events of this age, not one has 
come to my knowledge which gives me a furprife. . 

Yet, 



Yet I mufr cohfeft tlkere''\s%rii^^^'^^'firi 
in the punlfhment.the p^uk^ of Sax)5>hy itmfflbed, a 
thy letter tells me, on the poor deer-Jtealer;^' An<Jl 
if it bejuft to pu; a man tp de^tb on fuctt^ .ap^ 
county as the Indians hold, the Duke' ifectiis^ v^er^ 
ingenious find accurate in the dh61c^ ht riiade df an 
executioner. ^; , /" .' ^ ^* t-.' j^.-. j • ^v- 

'I*hc ancient Romans had a lat^rtvhlcih tSicy emailed 
Lex'Talionis ; wbidhi in all crimintd eafes ajftiSiit- 
cd the punifliment to be in the ^me:cirihifhftances 
adequate to the fault. And thbu knoweft Mofe», 
your Law-giver, left much the feme ftattUjfeyi^Re— 

Suiring the lofs of the eye o^ hini who had (^ut abo^ 
ler man's out ; a tooth for a tooth, -an arm f<»' an 
arm, and fo proportionably ttfotherft^jui^esr. But 
this Prince feems to have qiaac a jfupplemeht, where 
thefe laws appeared ihort ^ and n^ fhewed a mott 
exquifite nicenefs of revenge in the deffiny of the 
unfortunate huntfman, to.caufe afta^ to be, in (b 
peculiar a manner, the inftrument of his death, who 
nad villainoufly murdered one of the fame fpecies : 
Doubtlefs it Was a princely freak of juftice ; And, 
had it been done purely to avenge the blood of the 
^ fl^ughtered beaft, and not in vindication of his ow/v 
right, I could not forbear to pronounce it a frolick 
•Worthy of a hero. But he himfelf is frequently 
guilty of the fame kind of murder, as are moft of 
theGreat Men in Europe ; whofe tables are no other 
than the altars of gluttony, fmoking with flefh and 
blood, whilft hecatombs of animals are there facri- 
ficed to voracious appetites, the idols of thefe Wef- 
tern People. 

Methinks, therefore, it had been more g^herous 
and becoming ^ Prixice to pardon the poor fellow a 
theft, which, perhaps, was the only method lie had 
to preferve himfelf and his family from ftarying : 
And, for aught I know, he had as mufch Yight, ac- 
cordinoj to the law of natun?, to kill i ftag. Wthe 
ov^ner has. But there is no talk tb 1>e mjide of rT^ Ht 
©r wrong,' where power^ovewules'^i^'''' '^^'J; ' 



TT7:^^At|jrfipnx,jhc pnly pwWick theatre of juf- 
toi^j^afds ^n^ cm^fures. . Thqre it is a ca- 
pita/ criii^. to Ked^tliAbTQOa of any anin|al,.andpu* 
nilhed wijfc3(i d^a^^no lefs than the murder 6f a man. 
XhePj:jij^'e?aa<[ >f9bk^^^ indeed, inclofe Jeer and 
otl^fx fnhpcfja't creatures in "parks, liotwith a defign 
to prey upon tKem at plealure, biit to defend them 
fj»m tl^c, yipkncy of others 5 ,whiKl thpfe haopy 
aiijtia^ range and feed where they pleafe, witnin 
thofti pales^ free from peru, and never fearing any 
atHer Qesiih% iaye what they pay to nature, when 
they have fpuji out the accuftomed term of their 
life. Xhey alfo huild hofpltals for a like purpofe j 
aniiir^.^jt a great ch^ge every year to redeem a 
certaixl p^fxx^b^'fit.o^'^n and cows from flaughter : 
For^tnpy ,^5J?ni i^,a Wbarous and inhuman cruel- 
ty to mi^aeri'thqle creatures, which are the hur(e» 
of our.life. • ', 

TK? law of Moles, if I * miftake not, obligfis all 
of thy nation:, to certain fpecifick tendernefies to- 
Mrar4s thexkimb animals. And Eefa^ the Prophet^ 
a naan pf no obfcure extract, but of a noted race 
among the Hebrews, fays, ^ He that killeth an ox 

* J3 as if hellew a man : and he that facrificeth a 

* lamb as if he beheaded a dog/ .Ami in. another 
place the fame Prophet fays, in the perfon of God," 

* To. what purpofe is the multitude of yOur. facri-«« 

* fices to me ? I am offended with the fmoke of your 
' burnt-offerings, and naufeated with the fmeil of 
' broiled fat. I take no delight in the blood of bull^» 

* lambs, or goats. Who hath required thefe things 
^ at your hands ? Bring no more vain oblations^ 

* wb\ch my foul hateth, 

Bjr Aofe expr^ffions, one would think the Pro- 
phet brings in God, denying that ever he command*^ 
edany fuch facrifice, or fh^ding pf blood, and pro- 
f^i^g againft it as ^n abomination. Where then 
is tjic i;epj;itatipn of thefe writings which go under 
the n^e o^^Mofes ? For in them thefe bl(x>dy vie* 
tiths are exprjefly injolned j God cannot be contra^* 
didlpry to himfelf. Doubtlefs, a great part of the 

true 
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true law which God gave to Mofes was loft in ^ the 
former captivities of your nation, when your citips 
and provinces were quite difpeopled, your fathers 
led away by the viftorious Moharchs of the Eaft, 
and your choiceft Memoirs abolifhed. So that wh at 
remains now is only a collection of fragments patch - 
cd up bv Efdras, and other induftrious Scribes, to 
which tney gave the fpecious title of the La'w of 
Mofes, that fo they might faften the wavering peo- 
ple in obedience to fomething, though of thdir ow^ix 
devifmg. 

Nathan, I do not go about to feduce thee j exa- 
mine all things. Believe neither me nor thy orwn 
Rabbles, but truft only thy reafon, which will Stand 
\y thee at the day of juagment, when all tHingi$ 
elle (hall fail. 

Pnit, Sthof thesthMooDji 
cf die Year 1655. 



'LETTER IV. 
To Dgebc Nafir, Baffa. 

THESE Nazarenes^ like the foHoweis ^f the 
Prophet^ are divided into innumerable feSts^ 
and fo it is in sul religions ; men cannot think alike; 
nature itfelf delights in variety. God has diverfi- 
fied the faculties of our tbuls, as ht has the confli- 
rations of our bodies. The zealot is fubjed to cho- 
ler, the bigot to melancholy, the libertine is of a 
fanguine complexion j and, as for the reft, they are 
but fo many walking, foeaking lumps of phlegm. 
This is the phyfical divifion of mortals ; under 
which are comprehended the various tempers which 
refult from the different mixture of thefe four radical 
principles. And for this we muft thank Galen and 
Hippocrat^. 
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But, if we confult the Aftrologers, they will af- 
fign as many difierent humours and complexions as 
there be ftars in the heavens, at leaft, as there be 
conflellations. They'll tell you of the Bull and the 
Bear, and God knows what heavenly ftories. The 
Dragon fhall fpit venom on one man's nativity, out 
of his mouth 3 and eive another a poifonous lick 
with his tail. If we believe all they fay, there is not 
an herb in the field but has its particular ftar, whofe 
influence caufes it to grow and profper; though 
M«fes tells us, that the vegetables appeared on the 
earth, even before the ftars themfelves had their ex- 
iftence in the heavens. 

But^ whether there be any truth in Aftrology, or 
no,'Ais is certain, that men aifier in their fentimentf 
of religion^ as they^ do in their iaces. The phvfi- 
c^omy of fiiith is infinitely various. One man oe- 
lieves in Mofes. another in Jefus the (on of Mary, 
a third in Mimomet our holy Law-giver. Then 
tbefe are fubdivided into innumterabk parties. Ths 
Jews have feventy eminent religious fitdions. There 
aie numbered feventy and one feds of .Chriftians« 
and feventy arid two of Mufiulmans. Thefe are all 
at odds about wcmis and exterior ceremonies ; fb 
zealous for charity and peace, t%at they are in pov 
petuai w^ars for its fake, murdering one another ia 
tte tove erf God : And fuch ftout champions for the 
tnrdi, chat they fcmple not to tell ten thoufand lyes 
in its defence. 

The differences between theGreek and Armenian 
Naearenes, the Neftorians and Jacobites, with other 
feds of the Eaft, arc not unknown to the Miniflers 
of die Porte. But, perhaps, thou art a firanger to 
the new fchifms of tne Weft. 

The moft eminent divifion of Chriflendom, at 
this time, is into CathoHcks and Proteftants. The 
former obey the Roman Mufti, and boafl of an nnr 
interrupted feries of Caliphs, from Peter, the Vicar 
of the Meffi9iS« down to the prefent Pope. The 
latter are the followers of Luther and Calvin^ men 
irbo pretended to certain new lights, and claimed a 

right 
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right to refonn the errors of their fathers in matters 
of faith and worihip4 God beft knows who is in the 
right or wrong of thefc two parties : Jiut they have 
always been at dag^rs-drawing in aefence or their 
feveral tenets -, prplixuting anamaflacriogone ano- 
ther for confcience-fake. Both fides appod to the 
written law, to apoftolical traditions, to the tefti- 
mony of the ancients, the decrees of councils, and 
the pra£kice of thofe whom they call the primitive 
church. Yet neither part will allow the other a 
'fufficient judgment to interpret thefe memoirs of an- 
tiquity, nor an authentick power to decide contro- 
verfies of this nature. Thus their. difputes are like 
to laft till the final day of deciiioa, when all human 
quarrels fhall be determined before the Grand Tri^ 
.|>unal. 

In the mean time, they take all advantages to ex- 
ecute their ibite and malice on each other, under 
the notion oijuftice and piety. We are daily alarmed 
here with tragical relations of horrid murders and 
butcheries committed on the Proteftants of Piedmont 
and other parts under the Duke of Savoy. Whilft 
fome (ay, that all thefe reports are falfe, and the 
fufiering^s of thofe oeople are, according to l^w^ the 
due punifhment of their rebellious a^ohs. 

It is not in mv power to adjuft their difierences ; 
nor is it material to a Muflulman, which of them 
lias the law on their fide. Yet, if I were inclined 
to take any part, it fhould be that of the oppreiled* 
Cruelty I abhor ; and our holy Prophet has forbid 
force to be ufed in matters of rehgion, ilnce the 
confcience is refponfible to none but God. 

May that God, from whofe unity have fprung all 
the different eflences in the world, and all the va- 
riety in nature, give us grace to love the whole cre- 
ation, and not to (bed blood, unlefs in the facred 
combat. 

^aris, 13th of the6thMoont 
ef the Year 165 c. 



to Wiiftam Vof^^^ * R«^«f* P^ Aaftria- 

T- Ifaar^gMa^^'i^ i^ nU tbyiettdrdertified 

JL;>il»on^ ^At^iy. So long a fitence betweetl* 

fneiid^ Wbyld put amy man upon the (ame thoo^its* 

Tei[l9tSr^;l^y^,{Ujpt;4w3y.bci^ my laft to tKtd 

^rA'mf^t^ex. X hope, thou doft not mealuretime 

ifter'^^ iti%6 of, tl^e Seven Sleepers. Perhaps thou 

^ ^^A i^jpi^ed a ten yean filence, andabftinence 

from ii|9 mahiie^ oi* cbnyerfation by the Superior of 

thy con^^nt. ' oucn feverities are not uncommon in 

religio|i8 /ocj^^^ S^^ ^^ tBzki bufinefs is to ac- 

qui%'|>em;ftidn^ The Armenian monafteries are 

much tnbi^e rigid» wHere, but for one extravagant 

woitf,'-t'hiive. Known a man's tongue locked up for 

tte (bace.of two and twenty years, under pam of 

ciobon^mtihication ^ . and then releafed ; only for the 

fake/6f k mtSk fi^mficant ieft put upon the Patriarch 

inmut^^ fig^s. , Wit will find a way to vent itfelfl 

thotigh' it^ 2tt the fingers ends. And^ for ausht I 

know>. th<Hi haft obliged the Abbot to take oft thy 

cerifii^ by the like method. There was abundance 

of %(titetn the fubfannation of the ancient Romans ; 

and t^blefs rhetorick in the ihrug and grimace of 

themo4eni Italians.. Themiipicks of Scaramouch 

are ji ^rf(p:£l lampoon^ and Harlequin is burlefquc 

allbVci'; 

Thou ju^oweft I always entertain thee with one 
friv^l^^ ^fcourfe or other, to divert thy melan* 
chc^jr • ' a^^ ihy own letters give me encouragements 
Tl^ ftem.Yo; be writ in a oleafant humour. But, 
teA'nie, Have I gueiled right at the caufe of fo tr-^ 
dious a refervednefs or no r Haft thou been forced 
all this while to fpeak with thy hand, feet, nofe, 
and the emphatic motion of thy headland eye ? If it 
werf Ici^ }:fancy thou wert excellentcompany among 
thy grave, phlegmatidc brethren^ and in a fair way 

to 
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to underftand the language of the beafts, who, by 
curvetting, creeping, leaping, fciflcing their tails, 
and other pofturcs, exprefs their various paffions, 
defires, and neceffities, as intelligibly tp thofe who 
are ufed to them, as we can do by the moft elegant 
addrefles in words. 

But to be ferious : If^ for the fake of virtue, this 
penance be impofed on thee by him who preiides over 
thy convent, or thou haft voluntarily undertaken fo 
difficult a part of felf-4enial on the fcore of philo— 
fophy or religion, thou haft approved thyfelt wif^ 
and Drave in not- flinching. A coward in religious 
matters is as dcfpicable as in the engagements of the 
world. It is honourable to face tqnptations, and 
oome off with vidory. 

As for what thou oefireft to know, concerning thir 
iepukhre of King Childeric, it is efteemed ;i piece 
or great antiquity, in regard he was the fourth Mo- 
narch of France. He reigned over the Gauls or 
Franks in the year 458,^ Severus being Emperor of 
Rjome*. Sieverinus and Degalaiphus, Confuls. Yet, 
in Kttle more than three yeaj?^ he was depofed and 
baniihed by his fubje6ls, whilui^gidius, a Roman, 
was crowned in his ftead. Neither did this man 
pleafe the people fo well, but that, after fome expe- 
rience of his profufion, avarice, and other vices, they 
expelled him alfo, and recalled their lawful sove- 
reign. For iEgidius had vexed, them with unrea- 
fonablc taxes, fleecing them of nvany millions, which 
, he privately fent out of the kingdom, 4ifpofing of 
this vaft treafure at Rome, and among his. friends in 
other parts, as a ftipport againft future corttipgen- 
cies : For he looked for fome back-blows of fate. 
Childeric, therefore, being reftored to his crown, ' 
enjoyed it till his death, ^ich was in the year 484. i 
After whom fticceeded in the kingdom Clodovseus | 
Ch^ Great, who was the firft French King that em- 
braced Chriifianity. i 

The time when Childeric's tomb was firft difco- , 
¥cred was about two years ago, when the cathe- 
^dral of Tournx^ wanted reparation^ For^asthela^ ' 

bourers ^ 
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bourers were digging up the old charnel-houfe, they 
encountered a long Itone, which, giving them fome 
fatigue, they broke in pieces, and found under it 
theintire (keleton of a man, lying at length, with 
abundance of Greek medals of gold, and fome other 
curiofities of the fame metal, an^ong which was a 
ring with this motto ; 

SIGILLUM CHILDERICI REGIS, 

All thefe relicks were at firft poflefled by the Canons 
of that church where they were found : Of whom 
they were begged by the Arch-duke of Auftria, who 
has them in his cuftody. Therefore thofe who told 
thee they are in the King of France's hands were 
mifinformed themfelves, or defigned to abufe thee. 
For tnis cannot be fuppofed, during the prefent war 
between France and Spain : When they are more 
ready on both (ides to plunder one another, than to 
grant civilities ofthis obliging nature, 

I perceive thou art grown a great Antiquary; and, 
therefore, in token of my efteem, I have fent thee a 
cabinet of fuch old things, as I have fcraped together 
in my travels, and during my refidence in this city. 

Tne agates, which you will find in the uppermoff 
drawer, may beeafihjr dated by their figures, which 
are all after the fafhion of Gentile Rome. As for 
the IheHs in the fecond, I leave them to thy own 
judgment; only this I will fay, that they are not 
common. The third contains a mifcellany of an- 
tiques. The knives were ufed by the ancient Ro- 
man Priefls in their facriiices. The weights are at 
leaft twelve hundred years old, by the parallels which 
I have feen in the Kling*s library. The rings are 
-alfo of the Parthian make : And the arrow to which 
they are faflened retains its oriental venom to this 
hour ; as tl\pu wilt find by trying it on anv animal 
that deferves it* But, after all, thelowermoft drawer 
contains nothing but counterfeits. For thofe me- 
dals arc the work of Parmezan, the fineft engraver 
in the wodd« If thou knoweft not his character, I 

will 
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will tell thee in a word, he was famous for imi- 
tatine fo exa£Uy the moft ancient medals, that the 
tranicripts could not be difcerned by themoft (kilful 
artifts from the original. 

Accept thefe with the fame good-will as I did 
when they were prefented to me, and tell me where- 
in elfe I can sratify thy wifhes. 

You monsuticks are infinitely happy in the advan- 
tages of retirement and tranquillity. You are free 
from the cares which moleft other mortals* X'ke 
bell rings you to prayers and to your repaft. You 
have nothmgelfe to regard but your contemplations 
and ftudies* Many great lights have Iprung from 
your various orders. And I tell thee^ Father Wil- 
liam, the world will be difappointed, if thou fhouldeft 
prove a dark lanthorn, and only be wife for thyfelf. 

J^Sj i5di of the 6th Moon, 
of die Year 1655. 



LETTER VL 

To the moft Illuftrious and Invincible Vizir 
Azem, at the Porte. 

BY the found which the fun makes at his going 
down, I fwear I was not miftaken in the ideal 
had of thy generofity : And the difpatch with which 
thou haft honoured the flave Mahmut confirms me 
in a perfed fecurity of thy favour and protection. 

I mail, with exquifite diligence, obey thy orders : 1 
But it cannot be attempted without vaft fums of I 
money. And, if I mayne thought worthy to giv-e 1 
advice to my fuperiors, themofteSeflrualway'toac- | 
complifh this wfll "be by fendmg^ one of the prin- | 
cipal Minifters to this Court, with a fplendid em- j 
bafly : For this young King e?q)e£ts very honourable | 
addrefles from sul who feek his more intimate friend- | 
Ihip : Therefore a Chiaus would be flighted on fuch | 

an I 
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-at oecafion, and marr all the dcfign. I would coun- 
ftl, that fomebody be fent, who pcrfeftjy under- 
ftands the genius of the French, and the particular' 
aim of Cardinal Mazarine. , 

Under the prbtedion of -fuch a one, lihould be 
able, vrithout hazard of a difcorery, to aft ail that' 
is neceflary ta carry on this defign with ^ood fuc- 
cefs. Here are abundance of needy <Joarticrs, on 
whom gold will have a powerful influence. But' 
neither 1 in peribn, nor any one whom I fhall dc- ' 
'pute, can make ftich tenders, nnlefs there were here ' 
lonae known publick Ambaflador from the Grand 
Signior, to countenance the bufinefs. For bther- 
wifc it wiir be-prefently whifpered, that *fome prf- 
v^te agent lurk^ here incognito. They will ftart a 
thoufand chimera's -of je^Ioufy;, and fo I m^y run 
tlie hazard of a fecohd imprifonment, w^ien the '" 
Cardinal ihall call'to mind the oceafion of my firft. 
AH diat 1 :can then fay of niy' bemg a Moldavian ' 
vrill find no credit J and it will Be no Icfs than a mi- - 
jaele, if th^ do not expofe me to a fcrutiny for the' ' 
mark of circumcrifioh, which, if it be found, all is ^ 
betrayed and ruined. 

I do not vakic the punifhments they will inflift on 
me, nor;the lofs of my life : But I dread the more 
importajit confequences of fuch a difcpv^ry ; the 
unmafltingthe fecrets of flie Grand Signior to In- 

:T%efe are thcf chief reafons'Ihave toofier- lil be-" 
half of an honourable emjjaffy. 'As to the perfbh 
wliom tljou (halt think fit to enif)loy inTogldrious'a 
trrft, I will jnot prefume to add any thing to what I 
have <^id ^Ireajdy, th^t he be i man of expeticnee in - 
the French, affairs, well verfed in the knowledge ^f 
Cbriftian policy, the diflerehtlriterefts of^he Courts* ' 
ofEuropei aril 64?e that exaflly knowS ' What ad- 
vantage:to make -cff^he new Pope.- For,^ after ' Jong* ^ 
dehatesy the Cardinals hav^ atJaft,- ^le^cl one,'^ 
who has alTumed the name of Alexander V II. 

It IS hard to judge, at his ''firft accejffipn to that 
fovereign chair, what intereft thi« Prelate will eAi- 

y-odV. E ^ brace. 
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bracc^ whether that of France or Spain ; or, uirhe- 
ther his condufi will be neutral, deporting himfeJf. 
with aa equal indifference to all the Nazarene 
Princes, whom he calls hi^ fons, endeavouring to 
compofe their quarrels, and unite their forces s^^infl 
the Muflulmans* I tell thee nobody cao be yet af- 
fured what the temper of the Roman Mufti may 
prove : For it is ufual for the afpiring Cardinals to 
promifc many things, in hopes of the rapacy, which 
they never perform when they have once cbtained 
the uncontroulable command. Diffinuilatioii is 
ranked among the principal virtues in the Court of 
Rome : And ne that ksiows not how to diifguife his 
afieftions is not thou^t worthy of any im)>ortant 
truft. Adonai, the Jew^ has loft his liberty in that 
city, for being defe^ve m his courtly accomplifh* 
ments. It feems he, and (bme others of bis nation^ 
railed too paffionately and openly at the idolatry of 
the Romans. Yet I expei^ daily to heac of his re- 
lief, for I underftand. by a letter from him, that he 
,was excepted out of tne number of tbofe whofe con- 
demnation is irrecoverable. 

I reproved him for his immorality, in reflecting on 
the eAablifhed religion of the country where he re- 
fi4es« But this kmd of arrogance is the peculiar 
vice of the Hebrew's. They £^ife all other people 
in the world : Whereas, thou knoweft, the. impar- 
tial God refpeSs not one nation more than another 5 
for they are all equallyjthe worJcs of bis hands; And, 
for au§^t: we kiK)w, i» tolerates the varietv af^ re- 
ligions that are extant in the world, with tne iame 
indifference as he difpenfes his commoablcffings to 
fuch an infinite nuinber of men of diverfe faces. 

The multiplicity in theunive^fe exalts the di^ne 
ii5ity,.>rhich istherootiof ^1. And. if there be 
ten taoiiiiMfvd myriad&of worlds,: they all.^raAe from 
onecaufe, and there th^ ^od* ' For faeis &.&:ft 
aiid.tbekilofeveiy thinu, : j . 

P^ns, Wl of the 7th Mood, 
fif tbc Year *655. 
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LETTER TIL 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vicina- 

THJE-Egypdans have a prorcrb, t}i=t be vbo 
thinks and (peaks of God, only wfeea be is 
melancholy, (acrinces to the {Janet Phzjo\ is or Sa- 
turn, and not to the moft hi^ and exalted King cf 
ail thm^, who is the founcsdn of joy to naen and 
angfels. 

1 counfel thee not to lift diyfelf in the number of 
tBofe \^ho adore the ftars, by cheriihing fad ideas of 
the ever indulgent and merciful Divinity : ncr th:nk 
thyfelf the IcHs liable to their cenfuie, becaule it 
proceeds from a nation which was once at enmity 
with the fons of Jacob. Defpife not the wifdom of 
that pepple, from whom even Mofcs, your Law- 
giver^ learned alt his, and from whom all nations 
borrowed improvements of learning, if they aie^not 
mdebted to Aeni for its firft rudiments. ^ 

By,whkfl have faid, thou wilt perceive that I 
conluk thy ha{^itiefs, and^ would ha\'c thee chace 
away vain fears aiid fuperftitious thoughts", the mere 
proau^l of an ill-tempeied ipleen, which is the pe- 
culiar rtialady of tfiv nation. Let thy heart be al- 
ways chbarful, for God loves every thing that he has 
msSk : The^ univerfe' overflow^ With his bounty. 
Be not too religious, nor ftrain the faculties he has 
given thee for fliy fupport, and not for thy bane. 

I had rather hear from thee matter of news thah 
thefe difmal fcruples about thy foul. If thou art not 
willing to embrace the Muflulman faith, in God's 
name continue to obfcrve the law of Mofes, and 
profecute thy affairs with alacrity. 

Thou haft been very flack ot late in fending me 
advice of what paffes at Vienna, and other parts of 
Gem>any. We have flying reports here of the death 
of ¥!Ieahor the Emprefs ; and that, on the fame day 
whereon fhe died, Leopoldus Ignatius Jofephus, the 
Emperor's Xon, was elciSed King of the Romans. I 
£ 2 know 
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know not how to write to the Minifters of the Porte, 
till thou haft afcertained me of thefe things. For 
God's fake be fpcedy in thy difpatches, and inform 
me what ts done at the Diet of Frankfort. Roufe 
up thyfelf, and bahifh fuperfluous care. Remember 
that, as thest; is but one God, fo there is but one lavr, 
but one thing neceflary to men, that is, * to live ac- 
* cording to rcafon/ This is engraven on every 
man's heart, and there needs no comment to explain 
it. Thou art a fufficient Lawiver, Rabbi, JDoc- 
tor, and Interpreter to thyfelf. Let not others amuie 
thee with fables. • 

I will now acquaint thee with fomething of cer- 
tainty. The French have gained Landrecis, a ftrong 
town in Flanders. It was furrendered to the;m on 
the 22d of this moon ; and the next day all the ear- 
rifon marched out, confifting of 1500 men, bendes 
300 wounded. ^ 

. The King is gone, upon this good news, to view 
and take care of his new conquefts. For this is not 
the only town the Spaniards havejoft.: They talk 
of Maubeuge, Bovines, and Conde : all which, 
according to frefli reports, are in the hands of the 
French. This young Monarch is ftrangely fortu- 
nate. 

If thou canft inform me of fuch fuccefsful cam- 
paigns among the people of the North, fail not to 
dojt in feafon ; for we are not placed in thefe fta- 
tions to whiftle to fheep. 

JParis, a9thof t^7thMoon, 
«f the Year 1655^ 
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LETTER VIII. 

To Muflapha Lulu Beamtulla, a Man c^ the 
Law. 

IMTouId willingly be admitted into Paradife. a» 
' well as other Muflulmans. Neither would I 
think, fpeak, or do any thing, which might preju* 
dice my title and baulk my prctenfions to etemsi 
happinefs. This defire is natural to all men ; and^ 
when I profefs, thou mayeft believe me without an 
oath. Yet, methinks, 1 would not be hoodwinked 
to heaven, but would fain enjoy the benefit of my 
fenfe and reaibn, in my advances to that region ol 
blifs. 

I believe tfaeAlcoran is the oracle of God ; and 
it is fo firmly imprinted in my memory, that I couU 
reseat it vertiatim from the Deginninjg to the end, 
without miffing a verficle. I give an in tire credence 
to the doctrine of the refurredtion, being natural J/ 
defirous of immortality : But I cannot entertain the 
grofe conceit,* -vdiich the greateft part of Muflul- 
mans hav^ of the refurre6Uon, that is, that our ve- 
ry duft fhall be raifed again, and organifed into a 
body. The Nazarenes are of the fame opinion. 
But, methinks, there is no need of ftretching and 
/training of nature. Befides, this opinion is incon- 
fiftentwitfa other fundamental do^jnes of tbeMuf- 
fulman law. 

We are aD taught to believe,^ that the fouls of the 
juftmen, faints and martyrs, immediately on their 
departure from the body, afcend to Paradife* If fo» 
then they either live there in an unbodied eftate, or 
they have new bodies affignerfthem by the (ame pro- 
vidence which gave them their old. Be it which way 
itpleaies God« it will appear a manifeft botch in 
the works of the Omnipo^enl^ and an indecorum ia 
nature, to make meCe fouls either caft off dieirneiiv 
bodies at the day of judgment, for the lake of dieir 
"^£3 old 
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old rotten rcHcks, after they have enjoyed all the 
ravifliing delights of Eden tor fo many ages ; of to- 
li^and in need yf any bodies at alj^ sif^r they have 
Jived fo loiigin a feparate condition. There is no 
fenfe ia.it. x^pubtJois, thi8.op{mQb..wa3.fiIfE&accb- 
cd by thofe who believed the fleep of the foul, and 
held that it was [nfeparable from the body» For then 
they had no other \iray.to CQipfoct theipfolv^ ^w4tK 
any probable hopes of a furviving iro^mQXit^te, but 
\>Y maintainiiig. That, as the foul flept ^ith tiip 
body in the grave, fo both foul and bgdyfjiqul^ .cpn^- 
jointly rife again at the day of doom. 

Or, pcrliaps, this figure of our refurrft£tion.w?is. la- 
culcatcd to inunuate the.faith of an immortal ilat^ 
into the duller mjn|d^ qf, thofe >vbp wereinqapablp 
ifcprnprehendlog either the pr^Te\ift^<;e qf ^yls^ 
their felf-fubniUiKe after death, or their trznS^jff. 
^to other .^bodies*. 

It fcems to me mucU more eafy to bpUcye, ,^Cf:pr4r 
ing to the moft obvious works of nj^ture^ tmU ^fte^ 
our diflblution here, we fliall either al)ri^4Q4^el)9r 
dyof air, fire,, or other elemental mpplemcnt^^Qi^ 
by magnetic tranfmigration, jQiall be united to fomf 
vegetable or animal embryo -, thaii (o. dre^ .of xe- 
couefting all our fcat^^red alhes tpgeth^r^ after- jfp 
many thoulands of year^, w:J^erein 5v?y Ijave hpei^ 
difpcrfed, perhaps, throu^ all the Tsyiges oT t^e • 
liniverfe. 

Surely, our holy Lawgiver, and all the otjier Pro^- 
phets, intended no otber thing by the dpdirine pF thie 
refurreftion, but only to convince the Vorldi ^at 
the foul was immortal, and t^at, confoquently, there 
would be a reward of gqqd ifii bai works^ after tihis 
life. Wefhall live fore vfn*,. old Ji^awyef: Aj)a;wliat 
llgnifies it, whether v^e haye the iajxje bodjes or 
others, fo long as we are happy in any Aate ? And, 
if we are metamorpho(ed* we cannot fail of our foe-i 
cifick felicity, fince eyery creature is Happy inV* 
t)wn eflence. '^Tlien let us l?e^p.e$, dJWJQ^w^^ ca-? 
mels, or any thing but hog$, ind ji^e mall hav^ plifa 
inough. That <5eatui;c is the yeiy fi^oJ^em of. un-» 
'.''"'" cleaiinefs^ 



A SPY AY PARIS, ^79 

cieannefs, and therefore its life cannot be the object 
of a M^ufTulman's wife. Yet we -know not tixe 
laws of our dianee or tranfinigration from this mor- 
tal life : For the louL according to Pfthagoras and 
die ancients, is capaole of all iorms. 

If thou wondereft %rfia(t has put me upon this dif- 
courfe, it is the remembrance of what I have heard 
thee relate of the apparition of dead men's bones, 
in the cemetery of Grand Cairo in Egypt, at a cer- 
tain fcafon oif the year, when multitudes of people 
by cuftom flock thither, to behold this wonderful ' 
fcene of a fiiam refurredion. I can give^it no bet- 
ter title, fmce, in all probability^ it is only the rf- 
Tcft of fome artifice tiled by the Cbriftians, to pro- 
trure money frcxn the admiring crpwd i and 1 am 
confirmed m this belief, by a letter I received from 
Meliemet, the exiled etmuch, who now refldes at 
Cairo': Ajid^ having been curious to obferve this 
celelntited mrracle, among the other rarities of this 
city, fimt me fuch an account of this paffage, ad 
isonvinces me there is fome cheat in it. 

He tells a great many other things of the fuperfH- 
tion and ignorance of me Eg^yptians, a3 to the py- 
ramids, and the fuppofed fpirits which guard them. 
In aJl, he laments the condition of mortals, wh6 
have (o fer degenerated from thcmfelves, and lufFeri 
cd their reafon to be fo debauched with fables. 

Sage Muibapha, thou art of the race of thofe who 
have prefervea fcience and philofophy. A halo <rf 
fight mvefts thy foul. Let no dark opinion of God 
and bis works eclipfe thy intdle&s^ 

Pans, a6th of (he 8A M«M, 
rf Ihe Year 1655, 
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LETTER IX. 

To Sblyman Kuflir A^a; Prince of the Black- 
, Eunuchs. ^ . 

THV difpatch.cameii^ an Iwippy hour : Yet: 
the contents of it fuvprifcd me. It is a ftrang^ 
turn of fortune, that the fiafTa of Aleopo, a/ter fo 

> many rebellions^ fhould beccxne the Sultan'^ favou- 
rite, and be invefted with the higheft dignity, of the 
Empire, Yet, who knows, but this may be the on^ 
ly elFedtual means to reclaim himy and of an enemy 
to render him a friend ? For ambition is a vice fo 
nearly bordering on virtue, fo vefitysA and fubtle in 
complexion, that,, when the paffion whicbcberifhes 
it is once gratified with. its proper object, it foon be* 
comes a virtue itfelf, and transforms a libertine to 
a badgi,. ranking a man to-day among the mofl de-^ 
ferving heroes, who, but yefterday, was in the numr 
ber of the fcditious. 

Therefore I cannot but highly applaud the cou;i« 
fel of thofe who perfuaded the Grand Signior to 
^his uncommon choice of the Viair Azem. The 
whole empire has languifhed for want pf a man of . 
abilities in that fupreme ftation, ever iince the feal 
was taken from the moit Hluflrious Chaufaein Baf- 
fa^ through the malice of his enemies. And, in thif 
Juncture, they could not have pitched on, a man mor« 
capable of the charge than this bold BaAa^ wlw), be- 
fides his experierfce in the wars, both by fea and land, 
is looked on as the lloutefl;«nan in thi3 age« As for 
his former crimes, they proceeded^only from hia^dif-* 
content, and thirft of glory, which is now fufficient- 
ly allayed by the bounty of our Sovereign. The 
caufe, therefore, of his extravagances being thus 

' feafonably removc;d, the effedt wnl naturally ceaft. 

. JBut jiiffer me to afk tjiee- : Do they not refent, at 

the BeragHo, his apprr^aches to that fan£hxaqr of 

mortals with fuck a formidable retinue ? Tfaou tet 

. left 



A SPY AT PARIS. ' Jr 

left me he is attended by forty thoufand men, an 
equipage fit for a fovereign Monarch. Perhaps, it isr 
only the effeA of his martial genius, and that he is 
willing to 2»pear like a foldier : Or, it may be, he* 
really lufpecbed danger, and that he was dcngned for 
a facrifiGe, which made him come, thus guarded, to 
the feet of his mafter ; that his fon might revenge 
his death, by fome defperate attempt on Conftanti-- 
nople. Be it how it pleafes God, it feems, the Sul- 
tan winked at all, and received him with fuch marks 
of his efteem and aileAion, as are fcldom vouch- 
fafed to fubjefts, I hope the event will anfwer his 
expe<%iation. * Thefe new methods of clemency may 
prove more fuccefsful than' the feverc conduft of 
former times. Men of great fouls are fooner fubducd 
by favour, than force and cruelty. 

I am extremely obliged to thee for thy inffruflions, 
YrhioJIi I fhall exa£Uy obferve in writing to this fu#- 
preme Minifter. Thou haft matched my own 
thoughts in this^vj^e :. For^ knowing that Bafia's 
temper, it will be policy, as well as juftice, frankly 
XQ own wJiatI have writ agaihjTl him, and n6t ffuff 
my letter with abjefl, fawnmg lubmiflions, or fneak- 
ing excufes ; he is bi:ave'himfelf, and will be pleafed 
to fee a n^m refQlutein his duty* . * • - 
Howefver, tet the csnfequence be what it will, I 
inuft ^follow the meafurcs of my own integrity. 
There is fomething fa fatisfaftory m truth, and an. 
hbneft t>lunt carriage, as far furpaflcs the little faint 
pleafures of ankice and diifimulation. And I flioulcT 
be ^w«^ of fnyilife, w^r6.I forced to preferve it by 
ftichefieminate tricks. Yet, I muftconfefsy it isa 
vaft encouragement to find.thy fcnf iments the fame. 
What is this world, thatwe mould be fofpml'of it? 
Or, What is this life of mortals, that we nc^d be 
fo over-ftudious of prolonging the refpiration of that 
-breath, which.may, with as much eafe, be all breath- 
ieddut-at 6nce, as by fomany fucceflive millions^ of 
mom^fits ; fbrdeaeh properly poffefles but an inftant 
of time J no more does life. Every gafp renews the 
■ • E 5' ' •ne. 
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one, and the laft conunences and finiih^s tl^ ^^er? 
As to pleafure and pain, yfc gener^ly bay« m equal 
fliare of them.' And it appears ^o mc ^ eqjL|a|, if 
not a greater If appineft, at once to be frepd for ever 
from uie latter, than by fuclti an irkfom^ €on^poii-r 
^on to protraft the enioyraerit of the fofn^er. 

Brave Solyman, when. I contemplate! thy virtue^ 
it infpires me with courage a^ainft th? vail niills of 
fear, which the magick of opmipn h^ raiied ^for^ 
^he eyes of mortals. I embrace tb^ lyith a^ cafte^id- 
cd foul, and wifli thee the two extr^nfte§ of happf-r 
nefs, plenitude, of joys in this life, and an inunpTtat 
jTeries of felicity in raradife. Live for ^?r> tl^ovi 
generous fon of Cham. 

Paiisy 2d of the 9th MooQi 
of the Year 1655. 



LETTER X. 

To the moft lUuftrious Vizir Azem^ 3t the 
- Porte. 

BY the fouls of all my progenitors, I ym^^lzJ 
to hear the news of toy advance p> this fi^cMrrpas 
height of power : Yet, when thoa ii^ejt B^f^ of 
Aleppo, and held correfpondence with thjp Vene- 
tians, I accufed thee to theBivan,^ doiijg tbei^by 
jio fmall fervice to the Ottoman empire : ¥os which 
thou haft now reafon, in honour, to reward nie ; 
knowing that I prevented a great deal of confufion 
and blood. It will not become the lirtt Minifter to 
cherjfh private reVenge, or harbour ill thoughts of a 
faithful flave. In difcovering thy intrigues at that 
time, I did but perform my duty to the Grand Sig^ 
• nior, thy Lord and mine. Nay, for ^gbt thou 
-knowefty I was happily inftrumental in faying thy 
life, which might have been loft in the purfuit of 
tixqk hazardous projeftsthoii waft then engaged in. 

Be 
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Se it horwr it will, thou art now living, and inftallect 
in the moft illuftrious charge of tht empire. And, 
trithout flattery I fpcak it, a braver man cotild not 
have afcendcd to that dignity. May God lohg ton- 
fjnue thee in it, to die joy and advantage of all the 
MufTulmans. 

All tlie world extol thy valour and boldnefs ; cfpe- 
cially the Nazarenes. amdfi^ whom the Bafla of A* 
Icppo is femous* Tney alio highly commend thy 
juftice. And thou wilt find in the regifter that, when 
1 acquainted my Stiperiors of thy revolt, I was not 
cnviocs fh conceaTing thy virtue. . 

Therefore I beg or thee not to be partial in thy 
refcritmcrrt; but confider Mahmut as a faithful flave, 
who T«rill never tranfgrefs the commands of the myf- 
terious bench, nor fufftr any finifter motives to oi- 
afs him, though it were in favour of his own bro- 
ther* For this is the feveie conduft that is expecSed 
of me by my Superiors, and which thou thyfelf wilt 
remiire at my hands. 

feut, I believe, thou needeft not thefeacjdrefles to 
rtio\-e thee to generofity. Thy own native juftice 
will fuggeft to thee, that I rather merit a reward 
than a punifhment for doing jnyduty, though it 
were in accufing thyfelf.^ 

Confider, therefore, in thy jgoodnefs, and my* 
own innocence^ I Ihall not delpair of that protecSion 
and favour frorrt thee, which all thy predeceffors 
have afforded me fmce my arrival at this place. Nay, 
I think thy frieridlhip and efteem is rather due to 
me, than athoufand fycophants and flatterers. 

I will in this conftdence write freely to thee, as I 
have been commanded ; and vent my thoughts with-, 
out a timorous refervc : For thou art the juft Judge 
of the Judges among the Faithful. 

There is no doubt but thou haft heard of the 
Duke of Lorrain, a famous warrior in thefe Weftern 
parts, but now a prisoner of ftate rn Spain,. I fent* 
intelligence laft year to Muftapha Berber Aga of the 
grounds and circumftances of this Prince's confine-^ 
merit, whereof tiiou caa'ft not be igagrant. For alT 

E 6 iny 



84 LETTERS WRIT BY 

my dkpatches are made publick to the Minifters of' 
the bleffed Porte. 

Thebrother of that Duke immediately fuccetdeJ 
him, by the King of Spain's orders, iii the commaxid 
of the army in Flanders ; they call him Duke Fran- 
cis. Every body thought that he hadconfented to; 
theimprifonment of his brother, as being difgufted at 
his incontinency, avarice, and other vice*. It was; 
fuppofed alfo, that his own ambition and thirft for 
honour had corrupted the fidelity and love he owed 
to the fon of hi» mother, as knowing that bv his fali 
he himfelf fhould rife to the dignity of General,; 
which his brother enjoyed during his liberty. 

But now it is evident that this Duke Francis did, 
all along diflemble his refentments of his brotherV 
calamity. For he is lately revolted from the King^ . 
of Spain^ and come over to the French, with five 
thoufand horfe and foot* He has openly declared, 
that he will never give reft to his fword,^ till he has. 
cither procured his brother*s releafe^ or deeply re-- 
venged the injuries that had been done him* He 
was received by the French King, with all imagina- 
ble endearments and carefles. The whole Court are 
emulous in ftriving to excel one another in the de-. 
monftratibns of their civility and refpedl to this 
Prince ; and theyhave culled out the beft c^uarters 
for his foldiers. This nation is always hofpitable to, 
rtraneers j more efpecially to fuc^j as court their 
frienofliip after this extraordinary way, who enter 
into their interelb, and engage in tneir quarrels. 
Yet neither France, nor all the kingdoms in Europe 
together, can match the bounty of the munificent 
PortQ, which pardons and receives, with open em- 
braces, her molt implacable enemies, on their fub- 
miffion and repentance. 

Commander of the Muflulman Grandees, thou 
art but a man, and haft not exceeded that charafter 
in the worft of thy errors. Now thou art affumed to. 
a charge which requires the .fidelity and prudence of 
an angel. If thou fhalt reform the State and reftore 
the Muffulman affairs to their true luftre, we fhall 

have 
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liivereafon to contemplate thy life, in fome mca- 
fure, as a parallel to that of CraiTus, who was par-* 
doned three treafons by Csefar^ and afterwards be- 
came the moft loyal and fervkeabk man in the Ro-^ 

'man empire. ^ 

Paris, ftd of dis 9& Mkaiy 
pf the Yjpar 2655* 



LETTER XL 

To Mehenict, an exiled Eonuch, at Cairo, 
in Egypt. 

THOU t^Ilcft me wonderful things of Egypt, 
fuch as almoil furpafs credit. And I perceive 
tbouthvfelf doft not beheye the ftory of the annual 
refurreroon of bones, which is fo much talked of by 
travellers. My couiin Ifouf ridiculed it with fmart 
reaibn, and was almoft in danger of his life among 
the bigotted Moors and Coptites. 

But I could hardly imaeine there had ftill remain* 
cd in that region (which has undergone fo many re-i^ 
v<rfutions ofgovernment) any fbotfteps of the pri- 
mitive Egyptians. Yet, it feems, the Priefts of 
thofc early ages were particularly careful to tranf* 
mit to pofterity an exad hiftory of their Kings^ 
with Memoirs of their adtions ; the building of the" 
pyramids ; the place of the ftatues ; the mae;ical 
mirror ; the city of the black eagle ; the caftle of 
daemons feated on the brow of the mountain of th^ 
moon ; the palace of adamant^ With innumerable 
other rarities. 

I tell thee, my dear Mehemct, I know not how 
to believe all thefe romantick ftories. It cramps my 
reafon to hear of ^ brazen tree with iron branches, 
and verfatile hooks, to catch liars and cheats, and 
thei^ detain them till they ikould do right to thofk 
wbo9i they have injured. Altogether as improbable 
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is the ftory of Gabchfaroeis^ tiie ftatue (et up by- 
King Gartac. 

. Who can read o( that Mooarcb's bein^ carried in 
t^e air by eagle$>^but may as well believe the roman-» 
tick voyage of Domingo Gonfales to the Moon* If 
thou knoweft not that ftory, I will tell thee in fliort, 
that this was a certain Spaniard, who, in a pafiage 
to the Indies, beine by inipwreck caft on fhore on 
the ifland of St. Helena^ with a negro, his flave, 
t h e y w e ie put to their fhifts fo far as to divide that 
unpeopled and defolate ifland betweeo them, out of 
pure neceffity, that they might both find proviAon 
enough to keep them from ftarving. for it fe<rms>there 
was gj^at fcarci^y of ev^ry thing that fcrved the ufcs, 
of lite. 

In this condition, Neceffity, the mother of cun- 
ning devices, uught them to hold corre(pondencc 
with one another, though living at oppoiite angles^ 
of the ide, by the hdipc? certain wild fmns. which 
they took out of i>he nefts very TOiti^, said brought 
them up, as they do pigeons at Babyioaand Aleppo, 
to be letter-carriers. 

Afterwards, as Uie ftory goes, Domingo, tryinjj 
feveral experiments on his bims, and finding aa 
fbccefsful, at laft having got fbur-and^twenty of 
them together, and having brot^t them up to hi« 
jure^ be ventured hi» carcafe with them in the air> 
fafteninjr them together widi ropey and other mate- 
rials. JBut the extravagant anunala one day took 
wing% and carried their mafter to the Moon ; where 
he rdided a confiderable time; ikw and converfed 
widl divers inhabitants of diat neighbouring globe^ 
vifitcd the Courts of feveral Lunar rrinces, and was 
kindly received by them all^ even at the Sera^io of 
the chief Emperor, or Grand Signior hhnfelf. And^ 
paving been prefenled with three ihmes of itiatchlefs 
virtue, and other 'rich giftsy. he had his alienee of 
Conga, asid came down to tfaeearth again, where he 
publiined a jourtia^of his travels, out of whieh I 
Aave e3(tni£ted this fliort q>itome > not tfainking it 

worth 
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worth the while to trouble thee with the intire rela- 
tion of his ingenious whimfi^- 

Doubtlefs, there i» nothing ^o eafy, as to invent 

new suid unheari{-9f fables^ to dfnufe the cndiilous 

woFid, and captivate <)ieir underftandings. And I 

have told thee this, as a parallel to thofe monftrous 

(B^e^t^af £|ypt: Such asthatofi^ingGancani^s 

bei|ig (Cacnfd in a pavilion on the flioulders of fpi- 

rit3 : His magipsi t^es, and the left of hb gkMious 

whim^w^SRUi, Aad tlvit ^f the Queen Boria, wh^ 

fa^ qi\ 4 fi^ry Skxfm^: and lived in an inchanted caA- 

tle, whofe walls w^re full of pipes, wh^cfa conveyed 

to hef IJM a4drpfiis dF ,all forts of pl^ntiffa, and her 

dec^fee and d«ci£^n ftf cooftrovedies hack again to 

th^ni. Su.ch anothjsr is that o^ Bardeiir's. filver 

towe^ aad bfs. fitting before his people in the clouds 

of hie^veii: And B^ura's fending an angel who 

made fach an horrible , roaring, tnat it caufed an 

e^rthqiiakec 

Wm» ^w.% WJ.tfcwt lavghing, wad the flx^y of the 
Idol of iheTeft, wUch diftinguiflied between har- 
' lot^ and virgina by the touch of tUtmt hand { Or, of 
the fpiritamich guard the pyramids, one like a na* 
led. woinan^ walking dbout in the qp^n air at noon» 
and leaking m^n run mad for love of her i Another 
in the toxm of aa old man, with a baticet on his head^ 
and a ceAfsr in h^& hand I A third:, of a btaok wo- 
mag, vnitk. a mosfir<Nus child in her arms { There 
is no end of fuch &Ues. Neither can any man of 
leafonftooptoi^ muah.eafine6airto s^ard' them» 
And i^i3 a pkafuve totnie nfhen !• confid^ thee as a 
man adlually iatyrical upon opinions and traditions 
temigi^ant to fenfe.. 

K&hemet, whilft thou aft in Bgypt, remember 
th^t thou wert born in Acabia, where ibienee baa 
iouriflied fqc thcfc thoufiutd ycarst 

]Pani, «8thoft|i^S^M<9l^ 
otlfacYcu;055. 

LET. 
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LETTER XII. 
To Zomcfaa Muftapha^ Bafla of the Sea^ i 

IWill not pretend ta divination, nor flatter thee 
with prefages of better fortune aeainft the Ve- 
fietians, auring thv command of the iNavy, than thy 
|»redecef&>rs have had ; yet I believe thou haft more 
nonefty and valour ths^n fome of them. And I con* 
^ratulate thy rife to this dignity. 

If my intelligence be true^ a more glorious Beet 
has hot fatledout of the Ottoman harbours, than ap- 
jTears now at fea, under thy command. May thy 
fuccefs anfwer the expe(33ition of the Muffulmans. 
But I tell thee, thou haft need to look about thee, 
for thou wilt encounter a valiant and fubtle enemy* 

Thefe Venetians arc not, like the reft of the Na- 
.«arenes,fuperftitLoufly devoted to the C?ntiments of 
their Priefis. That kmd of bi^^otry chains up men's 
fpirits, and remlers them efFemmate : It blrnds thein 
and robs them of their fcnfe and native vigour. But 
thefe are bold, refolute people, fearing neither man 
nor the devih They are alfo well verfed in ftrata* 
gems, being as cunninr as ferpents. In fine, Ve- 
nice is a commckhwealm made up of foldiers and 
ftatefihen : And thou can-ft not expert diat the fea 
makes them, dogeneiate. Therefore look for hot 
entertainmient wJwenever thou enfi;ageft thofe abo- 
iriginal tarpaulins; I fpeaJc not this to dtfcourag^ 
thee, but to arm thee with due caution. Theft 
knoweft the fame God who made them, made thee^ 
and all the men in thy fleet. Thou baft alfo the 
happin^is tp ferve the.moft victorious empire in the 
world. Fear no.thinff therefore : But, when thoa 
loofeft from the Heuefpont, with the invincible 
fleet, adorned with enfignsbfnJgh renown j the prof- 
perpus ftreamers of Mahomet ; wh^n thou heareft the 
all'Chearing clarions and timbrels, breathing the 
lofty menaces, the vital airs of war j then let thy 
. - noble 
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lloble heart flourifh with- brave dioughts and briik 
lefolutions. Yet let not a falfe afltinuice of vidory 
make thee rafh, and bereave thee of diat €oadu£^ 
vhich is as neceflary a qualification in a General sb 
courage. ' Confider that the fortune of battles is 
uncertain : Therefore do all things with great jprew 
caution. Truft not to the force of thy commimon, 
in that thou fighteft for the law and honour of thy 
Prophet. Bi^ remember the proverb of the An»* 
dents, which fays, ^ The devil often carries the 
ftandard of the jiving God.' There may be thofd 
in thy fleet who are treacherous, and at the devotion 
of the Nazarenes* For I hear that'^both Spahi's and 
Janizaries were very unwilHngto imbark themfelves^ 
and God knows^ how far Venetian gold may work 
pa ftmie of thdr Officers^ Though their refentments 
feemed to be appeafed by the bounty of our glorious 
Sovereign, yet the fmalleft occaiton may renew their 
old diicontc9it again^ and put them on more dange-h 
jTQus tumults at fea than thofe they were guilty of 
aihore : Or, at leaft, they will become more remifs 
and Qold in the fervice ot the Grand Signion 
. Be it how it will, if the Navy baye not good fuc-* 
irefs, the blame will be all laid on thee. ■ Pardon^ 
therefore, the freedom I take in adyifuig thee, finc^ 
it is an argument of my alFedlion and concern fo# 
thy honour and fafety. And no man can with rea* 
foil be offended at another fpr warning him of dan- 
gers. In aword^ I wifh thee the good fortune of 
uieEnfflifh, who, l^ve lately taken an^iflandin the 
Weft-Iudies from* the Spaniards: They call it Ja-^ 
maica. ^ r 

. It faems the King of Spain had poflefied this ijle, 
from the time of the firft conqueft in America, where 
his fubje£ts had committed' horrid cruelties on the 
natives ; for which they are now punilhed by that 
new Conunon wealth, who boaft that they are efta-< 
Wiihed by God to reform or overturn all the king'K 
doms of Europe. 

Thou haft beard, I fuppofe, of Oliver, the So- 
veceign of that nation. He appears like anothw 

Gingiz 
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rGiogbCham, fetAng up for.s'Prodiet, and Foiiii4f- 
^rr of a new empire. He has retufbd .tbe title <^f* , 
^iilgy 'whidi was offered him bv the En^iih ftates^ 
•trithaUtheenfignsafroyadty^. mitheaims^a-moye 
^ibltmecharamr^ laying the &>undationofhi$ hopes 
JA 4 piretended modeftv, afiuming only die ftyle c^ 
ProCeAor. They (ay he talks oneading an army to 
the gates of Rome, and, when he has fubdued the 
Pope^ that he will marah or fail to Cooftaittinople, 
and drive the Grand Si«rnior out of his Seraglio. 

I ^ thee, thefe are cnings not to be cohtemned 
or laughed at. For this Olivo: has the fame of a 

Seat and invincible General. And, I can aiTure 
oe, all the neighbouring Kings and States court 
Jiis friendfhip« in fine, he makes the moA fomi^ 
liaUcfiguve at^nfinit ot any Prtneeia ihtk'VftRstn 
|iarts. 

If it will diirert theeat fea to hear ofthe tranf^o^ 
tions by Iand« know, that li^rapoldus ignatiusjo- 
Ti^hus, foQof the German Emperor, is tjedled King 
ctf the Romans, in the room qthis deoeafed bfother.. 
There is alfo a Diet at Franckfort, where they lurve 
too many difcords and €[ttarreb of ih^k own,, to have 
leifure to plot any mifchief againfl the -empire oF 
Tnie Believers. Thefe Iniidels, in their publick 
Counciis, are like women, fcoldtng away their time 
that fhould be enmioyed in a6Kon« 

There arrives daily a great deal of news out, of 
Sweden, Mufcovy, and PcJand: One poft informs, 
us of a plague raging at Mofcow, and other cities 
af that norQiorii trad : Another aJarms us with in- 
telli^nceof fieges and plundering of towns, difpeo- 
l^ing of provmces, and a deluge of blood and flaugh* 
ter; for the Swedes, efpouhng the quarrel of the 
Mafoovites, endeavour to make their own ^me in 
Folaitd i many Princes and great Men, with their 
towns, villages, and vaflals, revolting daily from the 
unfortunate CaUmir, and fubmittmg to the Swedifh 
Monarch. 

And,^ here in France, thofe that go not to the wars 
mrice f^ivate campaigns at homea Here is nothing 

but 



A *PY AT PARIS. ^ 

with their peii^9 ^d ^\\^^W^^^p*m^i^^hm^9S^^ 
Ip, &Wt;fpi3;pm4 .tfeey 2^ .^4S .:ft W^tr^€^^g»IV At 

air. And, as if all nature were ifi afofm^nt* tb& 
winds-ha^ .beep at vari^^ ip t1^ j^Wi^is of the 

th^t . p^^ flf :j5ermMiy, Jj>e Cwg.^ Pplwd'a bro- 



ther Is 4^, Md AevQ^f eji^^hfif .<?f .Swejkn 
. V^mijlt, ^Ij^i^ ^tjtfej^ detefinaw^l twyf ; A wlfthfiie 
.is .|>o^|J|er <f rjpQT ifi.^flatl3,-feH| w^^fttis ^n^tcd^hypur 
,owp opiiypn, opr %ny gte^tcr pain 4l40 ^baf^ltwad- 
.iae o^r b^idi. ,Por.at Qurdii}<4}4tio|i «vf;f y ^^rm^nt of 
.w^fcb we' k? ^-fy^^Jf^Hnde^ ;(^ jts jVDPg: ibaw» 
^ai^^t;i^<^^^yJA^^ WjMirMtalM'JirUd» 






^p JE^cH Hall, his Brother, M^fter Of tl>f 

V\ U B^ Jfeiifmw Ifoyi' i^ MW»m for Mjifcovy^ 
V/ JtiAving yiutf0 ib^ 9»oft fefiwlfaMe^teQesia 

Sf;W^iw aj5»W.^^^^ fts J!ieit«U*p^,,wb5eii,h^ 
*#v:w4«f#>«ftet9ibpip<gl. X^ffT^imam 
profperous voyage to that region, and wbithecuMtywr 

I W^s^jc^y jdesi^.wjJb &? qpnve^;fiitiiink 
Whiltt Bf y»f ift * «is, I wm wv^r jfenftUe i>f niei- 
tevSj^y;? Wi^ tf ,ww ;i^^ tbP W«w»g8. which 
fe»rf* W t9 Pftrt c(3«w>a»y* {le hfi$ m»C9mat m^ 

n9ry> .iWv«fismfi» lU 6» 34sfmMff^ .H ^i^ Uft 

with 
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with a great deal of care both to himfelf and hf^ 
bearers. He never was at a lofs for matter, or con- 
founded one circumibtnce with another, bat, ranking 
every thing in its due time and place, delivered aO 
with a elearneft and grace, whicn affected me witisj 
lingular delight 

Befides, he has a reiady wit, lively fancy, and 
judgment enough kr one of his y€ttxs. 1 tell thee 
the relations he has made of his tr^v^s, with his^ 
regular deportment here in Paris, of Which I have 
' been a witnefs^ have imprinted iri nicffuchah opi^ 
nioti of his ability, that I have "tfuifed him Wittt 
fome particular inftru6Mons, in order to a fettled 
ccM-refpondence between us,- in whatfoever Coxat he 
.refides. For, in a word, I find him mature enough 
for buiineft of moment-: And it 1^ -a pky his parts 
ihould be buried^ without ever 'fep{>earmg}n'aTOort. 
If he fucceeds m what I have put him upoHyWhen 
he arrives at Archangel, a fea-port IhRtilfia, and a 
place of great commerce and traffick, t fhalf have 
jgood re^n tQ.. hmet for more imppctaot mattetr, 
when he comes to Mofcow, the chief city of themen 
who woHhipithe eyes K)f' mnr £mper|»r. And then 
it will be time to' give a* dae chatafter ef him ta 
fht Mioiflcrs of the Porte : Wherein thou will ^tt 
many opportunities to perform the office of a kint^ 
man and friend. Thofeof the fame blood oii|;ht 
thus to ferve one another yvitK integrity ^d^aflfcc- 
iion : for in R> doing we help purlclies, Jftren^eii 
the intereft of our ranily, and fliall find returrts tn 
time of need. As thoii haft recehred favour frpni 
JCerker Haflan BafTa, ion the feo^ of beliights c6un« 
trvman ; Co there is a greater reafpn tlut thou ftbuld^ 
«ft ihew kindn^fs to Ifouf, who partake^ of our 
biOdd«' ' .^ •' •■■ '.■•'*-• •.■:' ' ^ ••/i" ' .* 
There arifcs a vaft cdniplacehcy frfcift doihg gcfed 
offices, though to a ftrariger^ or eVfeh to ah tnemy^ 
Man is naturally generdus ^ aod^ he has d&baacfaed 
bis 'foul, who ads conft^ tb this prirfdpl^^ Yet 
thegieatellpartofmen are degenerated. Th€J^*uffce 
liQn9, tygtfrsji^beaiv^and {lKfa4fk€Ffavc»k>U3faeidte!u^^ 

inex- 
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ipexonble hatred an4 revenge ; they b^ar fecrct an*, 
tipathies againft fpiders, toads, ferpents, and other ' 
^-enomous creatures ; and yet they are all thefe 
things^ or worfe, themfelves. Ever fince Aftnea 
abandoned the earth, there has been a flxange meta* 
morphofis in our race : Men have for the moft part 
forfaken their humanity, and changed nature with 
the favages. Nay, we tranfcend them in whatfo- , 
ever is cruel and vicious : As if our reafon were given 
MS only to teach us the moft refined methods of im- . 
piety, and to be a more exquifite fpur to vice. 

liouf has prefented me with folid obfervations of 
this kind in his tra\^ls, efpecially in Africk: He 
fays that region is not moreprolifick of ftrangeand * 
horrible be^s, than it is of monftrous men, brut^ 
and devils in human fhape. And, though he re- 
lates fome fair things of the Indians, and other people 
in Afia, yet they are intermixed with tragical re- 
ports ana mournful memoirs j fuch as ftain the 
hiftory of our race, and make it evident, that it is , 
hard to meet with one good man in ten thoufand. 
The whole world is over-run with oppreffion, cru- 
el^, avarice, perfidy, and luft. 

He relates ftrange things of the antiquities of E-' 
gypt. He calls it the only fcene of wonders and 
miracles on earth. IndeecL this CQuntry wa^ ^ver 
famous among all nations, for the wifdom and learn- 
ing o( their f rieftsr^ -whoy in-the fipft -ageH^f-the-* 
worid, underftood M the fecrets of the elements, 
the virtue of plants and nrtneirals, aad were perfect- 
ly verfed in the fciehce of the ftars and ibirits, and 
inall kinds of myfterious knowledge* They wore 
faid to make ftataes and images that could fpeak, 
walk, run, and counterfeit all human actions. They 
were alfo exquifite in making miraculous taliihxans^ 
and mirrors, witK any kind of magical work, vdienc- ' 
by they kept the people, and even the Princes^ in 
profound awe and veneration of their prodigious 
knowledge and power, and like wife defended their 
country againft all invaders. For no fooner did an 
enemy ^pear with bis innies on the frontiers of £- 
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typt, but thefe Priefls had prefent intimatlpn oF' kr . 
by their {cctet art, even in their charfibers> perhiapis 
at a h\iAtfred leftgties'dJftatlce. Th^n, by th^ir'in- 
chantmcnts, th^ cither cauffed fire to coniuiiie them 
ill their camps, or turned their fwords oM againft 
another, orient an army of winged ferpents to de- 
{hrov tbtnft. So that for many ages nd King evsr 
proipered th^t ever fought againft the Egyptians. 

But let not thou and I, dear brother, fuffer our 
rfiaftm^ dcgtfriefate; by^giviifg credit 'tdfiaioi« and 
romances, tnOUgh vouched by fomer of otit coUrft'ry- 
nleh, fttch as Mora:t Alzeman, Eb'n Abdalhokm,. 
vsnd others; 

He alfo teJls me rettiarkable p^flage^ of thfe' pyjftt- 
nlids of Cairb, the* oVrt-flovirings or the Nile, the 
iriummies, and oth^r things, 'vJnich I baV<not no-^* 
time to rehearfe j but in' another letter I Will gratify 
thee with a mdre^afimple account of his obfttvatiorls. 

In the meah trme,.liVte th'ou td ertjoy the fnrit's of 
tfiy oWft travels iti the- Eilf; whicbif -ft rtiatthes 
ntJttHe (outA' \it'pt6diki^ and ftuneridbus iiiVcn- 
tictis'i yet it farpiffes b&tfr it; and' all the reft'cTf tlie^ 
world, in juftice and morality* 

■ u ni »n tmn tf'ft wfii nr p nn-rr i i ^ i ^iv r'* innt i^ nr 

LET'Tl&rir XrV. 

To Ifiimel Kaklar, Chdkv a Kfan^ df i^e 
l-aw.. 

^*1t!**^ttt3 !tf baft- the charaaer apdTairie'of ' a jgjreat 
.X' Hlftoriint^j ftniaa of int^llijgehce.'bptKin'the 
i^tdsdfnift times,, and tKd tran/aiS^iohs of the* 
^J'rrfeftttv Therefore thenami* of ' Chriftiiiajif ;late 
Quoeri of Sweden, cannot' Be ftiringe • to tbeel, I 
dS^brncrbut-^'thou haft hearf of this Prindefs; fo, 



c^ebral^d'tKrMighouf tKeVara'for li learfciog,' arid 
''-' ' ^oth^r 
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otber noble accompllfhments ;. and how {he volun- 
tarily refigried the Ciown jto one of her kinfmen. 
But, -perhaps, thou kneweft not the true tnoCivcs' 
which induced her to this ro^ral caprice : For it de-* 
ferves lie better name,, as thou wilt uaderfta<id by 
the fequel. 

Her father, who, for his fuccefsful wars, and 
perpetual victories, was called the Great Guftavufi, 
dying, left her in the intire pofleflion of his king-* 
dom, and new conquefts ia Germany. But, during 
the time ofhcr reign, Plementelli^ tne SpsMiOa Am- 
baflador at Stockholm, by daily converfing with this 
great jQueen, u(ed fuch plaufible infinuations, as to 
prevaillbn her to have a more favourable opinion of 
the Pope, and his religion, than (he had before en- 
tertained. For all the Swedes are educated in an 
averfion for thofe of ''the Roman faith. I need not 
explain to thee thefe diftinftions of belief among 
the Nazarenes ; thou art verfed in their hiftoryi as 
wen as in our own. SufEce it to fay, that this Am- . 
baffador DofleKd Chrittinawith fo fair an idea of the 
CathoHcK religion, that fhe abandoned hei Grown, . 
and h^ ever Imce oeen a Queen errant, a royal ranW- 
bier through Europe, being refolved to male expe- 
riment of tne Generohty of CatholickPrinces, whofe 
virtue Fiementelli had io highly extolled. 

It would be a work of (even moons for the moft 
induftrioiisjfcribe to relate all the particular magni- 
ficences with which fhe has been entertained in her - 
travels through Germany, Flanders, Alface, In- 
ipruck, Italy, and Rpme, wherr fhe now reudes. 
Every Prince of the Roman Churchy through wihofe 
territories fhe pafTed, was anibitious to a|)pear pro- 
digal of his favours and civilities to this illuftnous 
flranger : Perhaps, to evade the lafhes of her wit, 
which, they fay, is very fatyrical. Or, it may be 
for other reafons more forcible and poignant. Be it 
how iTWill, the Roman wits have not fpared her, as 
thou wilt perceive by the following verfes, which. 
«n the firft day of the mOiOn of January, were found 

in 
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in the hand of Pafquin, and on the portal of the pa- 
lace Farnefe, where flie refldes : 

* ^ Pazxa, Gobba, & Zopp'a viene dal Norte, 
•'• Del Monarcha invitto r rndigna figlia, 
. ^ Mentre Pologna Gente & fi dcompiglia, 

* A vane Pompc Rome apre le Porte ; 

* Contra Quefti applaufi !' imfirida forte, 

* Et in ba&e Note I'altro bis Biglia. 

"* Corrcla Sciocca Genti, alza le cielia, 

* Ride Palquin del Papa, & dclla Corte. 

* Su fu venrte voi Ruffiani Snelli, 

* Et poTtate a Christina 'ftravagante, * 
"* Di venere il Scettro ne i Pazzardli : 

^ Vuol parer dotta, et e rozza Pedaiite. 
** E in Braccio a mangiator di RavanelK, 

* Voul parer cafta, & e Putana Errante.* 

I fend thee thefe verfes in the original, knowing 
thou art a critick in the Italian language ; befides, 
they will not be found fo well in Arabick. Thou, 
that haft been in Rome, knoweft what Pai^uin is, 
and art no ftranger to the humours of that city. 
" Let not lampoons of morofc Itlalians abate thy 
charity for this renowned Princcfs: But let her ex- 
travagances be an argument of thfc greattiefs of hef 
foul ; and remember tne old Roman proverb, which 
fays, * There is no furpafling gcnrus without fome 

'^mixturc'ofmadricfs/ : 

i. • ' . • ' ; 

Paris, 3othof the iftMooiti 
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LETTER XV. 

To the fame 

HA V I N G the fpace of an hour before the poft 
goes, I could not forbear to inform thee of a 
new ftar which lately appeared in thefeparts, moving 
in a direft line from Eaft to North, The Aftrono- 
mers have made accurate obrervations on it, and yet 
are at a lofs what to conclude; Some fay it is below 
the moon, oth^s place it in the fphere of the fixed 
ftars. One will have it a meteor ; a fecond affirms it 
to be a planet ; whilft the Jews report every-where, 
that it is the ftar of Jacob, and a fi^n that their Mef- 
fias is at hand. 

Nathan Ben Saddi, one of that nation at Vienna, 
fends me ftrange ftories concerning the prodigies 
which fhall go before, and accompany the appear- 
ance of the Deltverer of Ifrael (as ne calls^him.) 

He fays. There fhall fpeedilycome a fort of people 
from the uttermoft parts of the earth, of a black and 
horrible afoeft, fo that whoever fhall but caft an eye 
on.any of them fhall immediately die. as by tne 

fiance efabafilifk. For every one or them fhall 
ave two hea(ls, .and feven eyes, glowing and find- 
ing forth fparks of fire as poifonous as the flafhes of 
the wind El-Samiel in Arabia. They fhall alfo be 
fwift as flags. And about the fame time an extra- 
ordinary h^t fhall .flow from the fun, which, be- 
ing difperfed through the elements, fhall corrupt the 
air, earth, and waters, and infeft all this lower 
world with fuch peflilential qualities, that a millipn 
of Gentiles (for fo the Jews call all that are not of 
their own nation) fhaH die everyday. And men 
Ihall be in fo great conffemation, that they fhall run 
up and down the fh-eets crying, ' Wo, wo to us 
* and our children !' They fhall dig their own graves, 
and go down into them of their own accord, ex- 
pe£hng death. But that, all this time, the Jews 
fhall )x in fafety and in health. 

VoL.V. F This 
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This Hebrew adds, that the light of thte fun fhall 
be totally extiiiguiftied for the fpace of thirty days ; 
during which horrible darknefs the Chriftians and 
Mahometans (ball acknowledge their errors, ^nd 
many of them fhall embrace the law of Mofes ; for 
which Gpd, being moved to mercy. M(ill reftore that:- 
planet again to its former brightneis. 

But what he fays next is an unhappy prefage to. 
the Romans, whofe empire, according to the tradi-* 
tion, {hall be extended oyer all the regions d the 
eardti, for the fpace of nine moons. After wbicli 
term, God ihall fend the jGu-fi: Mef&as, the ion of 
Jofeph, wholhall gather the difperfed tribes of If-. 
rael, and condufl: them to Jerufalem ; from whenpe 
he mall iflTue forth, with a vidlorious army, and lay 
wafte the Roman empire, fack Rome itfelt, and car- 
ry away the immenfe richqs of the Chriftians to Je- 
rufalem ; and the very fear of him fliall reduce all 
nations to his obedience. He fiiall fight with Ar- 
^nillai Harafcha, the Antichrift of the Chriftians,: 
and (hall deftroy two hundred thoufand of Armillai's 
followers \ but, in the end, {hall be Haih himfelf, 
and the good angels fhall tranfport his body to the 
i^artment of the fathers. 

The Jews hold. That this Armillai Ihall fpring, 
out of an image of the Virgin Mary in Rome, made 
ef marble, with which the xtioft wicked and profli- 
gate among men fliall be inamoured, and commit 
tne moft execrable uncleannefs that can be named. 
. The refuk of thefe adulterous congrefles ihall be, 
that the ftatue, by a fuperhatural power, fliall prove 
impregnate; and, cleaving afunder,. fhall be deli* 
vered of this young Antichrift, .who is to vex and 
perfecute the Jews, and afflict them with greater, 
calamities, than either they, or their fathers, felt, 
fince the beginning of the world. They fhall be 
forced to flee into the defarts, and hide themfelves 
in the dens and caves of the earth, living only pn 
the grafs and herbage, with the leaves of trees, till 
the great Michael, the archangd, fhall thrice wind 
his horn. Then fhall tjie fecond Meffias, the fon 
S of 
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of David, with Elias the prophet^ appear, whofliall 
refcue them out of all their troubles, and lead them . 
triumphant to Paradife. 

This' is the fum of what Nathan and all the Jews 
belike concerning the laft times, which, they fay, 
are now s^proachmg ; as is evident by the rilin? of 
this new ftar, accompanied with terrible thunaers 
and lightnings. And the chief Patriarch or Prince 
of the Jews is come from Jerufalem to Vienna, to 
prepare thofe of his nation in the Weftcrn parts for 
the grand revolutions, which they believe are ready 
to fiall out in the world. . All the Jews in that city 
went out a league to meet him, with great {iomp 
and folennrnity. 

In the mean while, I hear that the fon of the late 
Vizir Azem makes a confufioh among you at Con- ' 
ftantinople, and the parts adjacent, being at the head ' 
of fifty thoufand men, on pretence to revenge the 
death of his father, but really to recover his ravilh- 
ed miftrefs, the fair Sultana Zamiouvre, who was 
foreed from his feraglio by the Grand Signior*s com- 
mand. Women and wine, according to the proverb 
of the Franks, make all the difturbance in the world. 
And, without calling to remembrance the Trojan 
wabs, the unhappy effeft^ of Helena's jperfidy, we 
may conclude, that women are the occanonsof ma«- - 
ny quarrels among us. 

1 here is a peace lately concluded between the 
French and the new Englifh Commonwealth : By 
which means the exiled King of the Scots was 
forced" todepart from this realm, which has been his' 
fanftuary for many years. He went away at the be- 
crinning of the treaty, and has wandered up and 
down Grermany ever fince ; fometimes keeping a 
Court like a King, at other times living incognito, 
and very privately, with only two or three attena- 
ants. That poor Prince is vtfy utifortunatc ; yet,' 
thty fay he bears^ his calamity with fingular mode- 
ration, and 2^ dsrtain royal ftimiefs of mind, which 
will lather break than bend. 

F 2 This 
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This Po^ IS a great Peace-maker, and has (ent 
Nuncio's with letters to all the Princes in Chriflen- 
dom within the pale of the Roman church, eameft- 
ly perfuading them to unity and friendfhip, that fb 
their arms may be turned againft the Mumihnans. 
His predeceflbr was of another fentiment, and would 
not mtermeddle with the quarrels of any. One day 
as he was looking out of a window of his palace, 
with fome Cardinals, they cfpied two men fighting 
in the ftreet ; whereupon they defircd the Holy Father 
to interpofe his authority, and commandpeace : But 
he refuted, faying, * Let them fight it out, and then 

• they will be good friends of courfe/ And, turn- 
ing to the Spanifh Ambaffador, he faid, * So will 

* it fere with your Matter and the Kinjg of France ; 

• when they nave fufficiently weariedone anc^er 

* with wars, they will gladly embrace the propofals 
f of peace.' 

' Here is great rejoicing for the reconciliation new- 
lly made between the Kmg and his uncle, the Duke 
jof Orleans, who have been eftranged a long time, 
the latter having efpoufed the Prince of Conde's 
caufe. But now he has abandoned it, and is come 
;to the Court. 

Thefe Infidels are as inconftant as the winds^ 
wihich vary to all the points of the compafs. 

Paris 30th of the 1 ft Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 



LETTER XVI. 

To Solyman, hisCoufin, at Scutari. 

T See thou art given over to a fpirit of difcontent. 
X Nothing can pleafe thee. Tnou murmureft at 
Providence, and caftett obloquies on the ways of 
God : As if the order 0/ all things, and the efta- 

blilhed 
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bIHhed ceconomy of the univerfe, muft be changed, 
to gratify thy humour. 

Formerly thou wert troubled with dull, melan- 
choly thoughts about religion : Now thou art anery 
with thy trade, and pineffthat thou wert not edu- 
cated in the academy. A mechanick life, thou fay- 
eft, is tedious and irkfome ; befides, that it is be- 
neath one of thy blood to be always employed in 
making of turbants. Thou wifheft rather to have 
been a courtier, foldier, or any thing fave what 
thou art, 

Coufin, let not pride and ambition corrupt thy 
manners. Doft thou not conlider, that all True 
Believers are obliged to exercife feme manual occu- 
pation, and that the Sultan himfelf is not exempted 
from this duty ? Did not the Prophet himfelf praC- 
tife it, and injoin it to all his followers ? Haft thdu 
not heard of his words^ v/hen he f^id« * No man 
' can eat any thing fweeter in this world, dian what 
* is acquired by his own labour.' ^ Doubdefs, all the 
Prophets, ana holy men, have gained their bread by 
their lawful employments. Adam was a Garden- 
er, Abel a Shepherd, Seth a W^ver, Enoch a 
Taylor, Noah a Shipwright, Mofes, Saguib, and 
Mahomet were Shepnerds ; tefus the Son of Mary 
a Carpenter, Abu-Becre, (Jmar, Othman, Galj, 
and Gabdorachaman were Merchants. 

Doft thou efteem thyfelf of better blood than 
Adam, from whom thou receivedft thine i For 
fliame prefer not thyfelf to Noah, the Reftorer of 
mankind, to Jefus tneMeffias, to Mahomet our ho- 
ly Law-giver, and to the reft of thofe excellent per- 
fons, who thought it no contempt to work at their 
feveral trades, and eat the bread of their own labour. 

Befides, Doft thou confider the dangerous in- 
trigues of a Prince's Court? Art thou fufficiently 
armed with wit and dexterity, to fecure thy ftation 
againft the wilv trains of defigning men ? I do not 
reproach thy aoilities : Yet I think thou wilt do bet- 
ter in the poft allotted thee by deftiny ; that is, in 
thy proper calling, than in the perilous condition 

F 3 of 
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of thok who ftand or faU at the pkafure of ociiers'. 
Whereas thou art now thy own man, and needeft 
fear no tcmpett of ftate, or frowiis of thy Prince, 
fo long as thoy purfueil noi»^ but thy private affairs. 
Many fbvereign Monarcbs have envied fuch as thee, 
when they have feen, how chearfuUy and quietly 
they jiafs away their titne,^ under the umbrella of an 
pblcure and private life /Whereas, at .the Court, 
there is nothine but initriguing, plotting, and trea* 
chcry ; one unpeimjning another, to make way for 
their own advancement. The Court is a perfe£l the- 
atre of fraud,diffimvliaiQn,envy, malice, and a tbou- 
iand vices, which there a<^ tiheir various parts, un- 
der the habit and difguifeof feeming virtues. There 
a man muft flatter the great, and ipeak againli: his 
own fenfe and the truth, to procure the Tavour of 
fome dignified fool : Than which nothing is more 
ignojble and b^fe. 

This puts ooe ip mind of a p]earant repartee, which 
Pyogenes the philofopber gave to a courtien The 



fpark paffing by Diogenes, a,s he fat in a tut> eating 
pf turneps, put this feoff upon him, * Diogenes,' 
faid he, ^ if thou wouldeft but learn the art ^ fiat- 
' tery, thou needeft not fit here in a tub, fcranching 

* of roots.' To whom the philofopher rq^lied, ' Ana 

• thpu, vain-glorious man, if tliou wouldeft but 

• learn to live contented with my homely fare, need- 

* eft not condescend to the fawning of a fpaniel.' 

But, Coiifin, let not this paiiage caufe thee to 
emulate the philofopher's manner of life, for he had 
his vices as well as other men. If he was no flat- 
teier, yet he was proud and opinionative: He laid 
trains for the applaufe of men in all his aftion^, and 
fo tay^htjothers to become flatterers, though he was 
noiie himfelf. All his pretended humility, mortifi- 
cation, and rigour, were but fo many decoys for 
fame. Of this Plato was f^nfible, who was a far 
more excellent philofopher than he. As this fage 
was one day walking, with fome of his friends, in 
the fields, they fhewed h'm Diogenes ftanding up to 
the chin in water, whofe fuperficies was frozen-over, 

faving 
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/kTiftg one )iole that Di<^enes had m^ for himfelf ; 

* Pwk, fays Plato^ don't regard him, he'll foon be 
' out : For, had he not feen us coming this way, he 

* would not have put himfdf to this pain.* Ano- 
ther time, this philofopfaer came to rlato's houfe, 
aad afi he walked on the rich carpets, with which 
the floor of the hall was covered : * See, faid Dio- 

* genes. How I trample on Plato's pride.' * Yes, 
faid Plato, ' hut with greater pride.' 

Certainly, thegreateft Philolophers, Dedors, and 
even Saints themfeives, have tneir errors and fail- 
ing Do liot tltereforc affeA to change thy calling, 
for the life of a ftudent, or a contempliative man. 
ITor the fame difcontent will fti 11 haunt thee in that 
ftate, which makes thee fo uneafy now : Thou art 
a pene^ ftramer to the intolerable anguiih of mind 
. which affli£ts minldngmen, and fuch as apply them- 
feives to the ftttdy qf iciences. They labour under 
a perpetual thirft of knowledge, and the more they 
learn, the greater and more ardent is their defire of 
farther difcoveries. So that the moft accomplifhed 
fages are no more fatisfied with their own acquifi- 
*tionB, thtifi he who has never meddled with books. 

Then, as to their bodies, they are always vexed 
with one malady or otiier, proceeding from the vi- 
olent agitation of their fpirits, the intenfenefs of 
their thoughts^ perpetual poring upon books, and 
their fedentary life. 

In all that 1 have faid, I do notdiffuade thee from 
feeidng after knowledge 5 I rather counfel thee to 
read books, and I gave thee fome advice in a former 
letter: But do it with moderation. Let not thy 
ftudies intrench on the affairs of thy calling. Read 
hiftories, or other trafts, according to thy fancv, 
when thou hatt nothing elfe to do\ But do not fol- 
low it fo clofe, as if thou afpiredft to the charafter 
of a complete hiftorian or philofopher. Still remem- 
ber that thou art a turbant-maker, and that by the 
decrees of fate thou art born for this bufmefs. Fol- 
low it with alacrity and mirth. When thou art at 
thy work, it will he pleafamt meditating on what 

^ F4 thou 
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thou baft read at thy fparc hours. Thou wilt find 
thyfelf much more happy, in thus mixing ftudies 
with the neceflary offices of thy trade, than in aban— 
doning thyfelf wnoUy to a contemplative life. And^ 
in the miclft of thy difgufts, thou mayeft comfort 
thyfelf with this refleflion, that thou art of none of 

. the moft defpicable callings which ferve the neceili— 
ties of man's body. Had thy employment been only 
to make papouches or fandals, wnicn cover the feet^ 
it might have been an argument of difcontent to thee^ 
in regard the foot is the moft contemptible member 
of the body. But now thou paileft thy time in 
making ornaments for the head, which is the nobleft 
part^ and Commander of all the reft, thou haft no 
reafon to repine. 

If, after all, thou refolvcft to change thy courfc 

. ef life, I advife thee to turn foldier, for then thou 
muii be contented and patient per force. 

Paris, 1 3tb of die 4th Moon, . 
of the Year 1656. 



LETTER XVIL 
To Melcc Amet. 

TH £ Nazarenes baaft much of the new con- 
verts they have made from the MuiTuIman 
law to the faith of Jefus the fon of Mary. On the 
23d of the laft moon, a Moor of Tripoli was bap- 
tifed in a church of this city ; and, the next day, 
he was anointed with their chrifm or holy oil (as 
they call it) which, they fay, has a virtue to con- 
firm and ftrengthen him m his new religion. On 
the 25th, he was cloathed all in white linen, and 
walked in procefSon through the ftreets, with mu- 
fick playing before them, whilft the ground was 
ftrewed with flowers. When he arrived at the ereat 
mofque of this city, a Prieft gave him that which 
■ " ' they 
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they efteem the body of the Meffias, but, in reality, 
is only a wafer with the figure of a man crucified on 
it. Xhefe wafers are made, and fold to the Priefts, 
by the common bakers of the town j and yet they 
niake the poor, ignorant people believe with four 
words they can change them into an immortal God. 
The renegado Moor appears very zealous and de- 
vout, frequenting the temples, and vifiting all holy 
places. He walKs along the ftreets with oeads in 
his hands, which the people interpret as an argu- 
ment of his piety to the Virgin Mary, the mother 
of Jefus. For, when they pray to her, it is the cuf- 
tom to number their oraifons on beads. But all this 
while they confider not that he may be an* hypo- 
crite, as to their religion ; and, inftead of addreffing 
his prayers to her, may dire6l them to God alone ; 
as ail the True Faithful do, who ufe beads in re- 
hearfing the divine ejaculations, as well as the Chrif- 
tians, in repeating their Ave Maria, which, they 
fay, was the falutation that Gabriel gave the Vir^ 
gin, when he entered her oratory. 

Be it how it will, he gets abundance of money by 
his devotion : For the Franks are really very chari- 
table, and give plentiful alms to the poor ; but efpe- 
cially to one under his circumftances they are ex- 
tremely liberal, that fo tfaev may imprint in him a 
more fervent aflFedlion and profound reverence for 
their religion. 

But he is not the only convert they brag of. Ma- 
ny captives -they either wheedle or force to turn 
Cfhriftians. Thus, he that was taken at fea by the 
fhips of Malta twelve years ago, when it was re- 
ported through Chriftendom, that he was the Grand 
oignior's fon, is of late turned Chriftian and Friar, 
having folemnly, and in publick, abjured the Muf- 
fulman law^ curfed our holy Prophet, and all thofe 
of his race, with the Believers of the Alcoran. He 
is like to come to great preferment in the Roman 
church : They call him The Ottoman Father j and 
boaft, that the true heir of the Turkifli empire is a 
Chriftian, and in their cuftody^ ^ , * 

Fs Yet, 
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Yet, after all, the profelyte of gneateft fame is 
Don Philippo, the fon of the Bey of Tunis, of 
whom I made mention in one of my former letters. 
This Prince is now at Valencia, under the King of 
Spain's jurifdi(5l:ion, who allows him a confiderable 
penfion, and has given him leave to marry a Prineefs 
of that country, very beautiful and ingenious, but 
of a poor fortune : He has one fon by her. It is 
faid tne King of Spain deijgns to fet forth a mighty 
fleet of fhips j and, having furnifhed this Prince with 
all things neceflary for a warlike expedition, will 
fend him, thus equipped, to claim the government 
of Tunis ; or, in ca(e of a denial, to make a de- 
fcent in that kingdom, and fight for it. But I be- 
lieve this will only prove a Spanifli rhodomontade, 
that Monarch havmg work enough cut out for hina 
in Europe and America, by the French and Engltfh, 
to divert him from any fuch wild enterprife on A- 
frick. However it be, this Don Philippo is much 
talked of in Chriitendom, and the Spaniards flatter 
themfelves with the hopes of conquermg a great part 
of Barbary by his means, he having many friends^ 
and a confiderable interelt in thofe parts. 

Thou mayell acquaint the Divan, that Ofman the 
dwarf is ftill living, and ferves the Forte with a fe- 
cretand untainted zeal. Two days ago he difco- 
vered'a cunning pradiicc of Cardinal Mazarine^ 
whofe motions and intrigues he watches very nar* 
rowly. He aifures me, that this Minifler has dif- 

tatched away two agents to the King of Sweden and 
;ie6ior of Brandenburgh, with a letter to each of 
thefe Princes, from the King of France, alfo with 
blank papers, and the King's feal, eiving them m- 
ftru(^ions to fill up their blanks, and feal them with 
the King's fignet, according as they found the trea- 
ty go forward between thofe Princes : The main 
ckiign of this trick beinir to hinder them from en- 
tering; into a league againit the King of Poland, by 
ail the artifice thefe agents could ufe, in exadly 
timing and fuiting their counterfeit letters to the 
difficukies and raifuiid^buidings that always bap^ 

pen 
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pen in fuch treftties, that lb tbejr may exafeentc 
each party againft the other, as occalion ottered, 
\vitboat being obliged to fend to France for fieih 
letters, which will breed too much delay, ami fpoil 
their defign. 

By this thou mayeft perceive, that Cardinal Ma - 
marine comes not fiuHt of his predecefibr Rich* 
lieu, in managing the aifairs of foreign Courts. He 
is the very f^ of z31 the grand bulinefs in Chrif* 
tendonu 

A general heart*buming has pofleflfed the French, 
efpecially the inhabitants of raris, ever finccthe 
conclufion of laft year, when the King ifiued out 
-certain orders, commanding that all thcjgold and fil- 
ver money in the kingdom fliould be brought into 
his mint to be new coined* The merchaots firft 
complained of this edi6t ; and then it^was murmur- 
ed at by all the trading psojrfc. At length the Par- 
liament of Paris took It into their confitteration, and 
opoofed the King's frfeafure : Upon which he ba- 
nimed eieht of their members, and has fe\'eral times 
prohibited them to aflemble ; yet they perfifted to 
meet till he baniihed more of them : Which, in- 
.ftead of awing them into the expe£ied compliances, 
has but incenfed them more : And the difcontented 
derey blow ^p the cods, as do likewife the friends 
of the Prince of Conde. The Parliament are very 
bold and peremptoiy in their proceedings, have ex- 
prefsly forbid the citizens of Paris to obey the King's 
order, and decreed that n^thins; fliall be done in 
their afleaibly, till the banifhed Senators be recalled. 
Things bemg at this pafs, we expeft nothing but 
infurreaions, mafiacres, and other cflfb£ls of f)opu- 
!ar fiiry. The rich arc laying up vatt quantities of 
c<Mrn and other provifwns, as if they expected a 
fiege. And the poor fare the better tor it, whilft 
great largeflles are given among them by the Gran- 
Sees of the Parliament, to engage them in the fac- 
tion. Befides, tljou knoweft, «ic multitude always 
delight in novelty and ftate-tcmpefts, hopiftg tor 
F 6 plunder, 
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plunder^ and to inrich themfelves by the ruin erf 

others. 

I know not what conduft is fitteft for me to ufc 
jn this cafe. Whether it will be heft for me to abide 
in this city or follow the Court, which is ncrw at 
La Fere in Picardy : Or, Whether I (hould retire to 
fome other place, lefs liable to civil difturbances. I 
wifh the Minifters of the Porte would fend me full 
inftru£tions, what I ought to do in th^fe emergencies. 

From Rome we hear, that the Pope and Cardi- 
nals are in great confternation on (omt intelligence 
they have received, that the Enelifli intend to make 
a defcent on the territories of the Church. That 
nation is now become the great bug-bear of all Eu- 
rope, iince they have moulded uiemfelves into a 
Commonwealth. 

Every .kini'dom and empire have a time to rife, and 
another to fsul. But who can determine the period 
wherein the Ottoman glory will decline, wh.cb is 
,not yet advanced to its zenith. 

Paris, 27th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 



LETTER XVIII. 
To Sedree AV GiraVn, Chief Treafurcr to 



the Grand Sianior. 



o" 



THY virtues have at length raifed.thee to a 
glorious truft, the, charge of immenfe wealth. 
Thou naft in thy cuftody the riches which cannot 
be matched in the univer/e. God infpire thee with 
graces fuitable to a dignity fo full of temptations. I 
hope thou v/ilt not be affronted at my prayer, as was 
thy predeceflbr Kienan Bafla, at fome counfels of 
like nature, which I gave him in a letter. Some 
men are ttrangely cholerick, and look on tfeofe as 
efHemies who give them good advice, I only Warn- 

cd 



A SPY AT PARIS. 109 

ed him of the ordinary cheats that are prafbifed at 
certain times in the treafury, which thou knoweft 
to be true, as well as I. And I tell thee farther, he 
himfelf *was fufpefted by many in tlie Seraglio not 
to have been altogether exempt from guilt. 

Whether he were or not, I performed but my 
duty in giving him neceflary cautions. For fucn * 
is the will of my Superiors, that I (hould not be 
afraid to unravel the iecrets of thofe that are falfe 
to the Grand Signior. I did not charge him with 
fuch a crime, and therefore he had no reafon to be 
angry : But fome men will pick a quarrel with dicrr 
own fhadows. In a word, this Grandee forgot 
himfelf. 

In faying fo, I do not refled on his original, or 
that he was found fleeping on a dunghil in Kuffia, a 
poor ragged infant, when the Tartars took him cap- 
tive, among many thoufands of others, in the plun- 
der of liinarow, and fold them to the Capa Aeafi, 
for thirteen piafters, by reafon of his beauty. I do 
not call to mind the circumttances of his youth ; 
fince it is common for the meaneft flaves to arrive at 
an extraordinary grandeur by their merits, or at 
leaft trough the favour of the Sultan. 

But what I aim at is, that, in his being difgufted 
at the remonftrances I have made of fome private 
and finifter praftice in the Treafury, he forgot that 
he himfelf is fiill a flave to the Grand Signior, as 
well as I, and therefore not above inftru£lion. 

Well, it feems he is now made Captain Bafla, and 
thpu fucceedeft him in the office of Treafurer. To 
him I wifh all imaginable fuccefs and vi<9;ories at 
fea, for the fake of our great Mafter and the Muf- 
fulman empire; to thee tor thy own fake, and for 
my brother's, whom I know tnou wilt ever refpeft 
as a friend, 1 wifli increafe of riches and honours, 
even as thy merit and fervices augment in the efteem 
of the Sultan, and of all the world. 

And I tell thee 1 have far livelier hopes to fee this 
latter wifli take effed than the former : For what 
reafon have wc to expc£k better luck from the cou- 
rage 
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rage or condudl of this Ourom Ktenan^ thaa frooi 
the brave Zorncfzik Muliapb^a, wiio coniina.ndcri 
the fleet }aft year i ' . 

This unhappy thouMj^ht has put me into as meian- 
choly a humour, as i£neas was in when the Quesen 
of Carthage required an account of the Trojan 
wars : For I have heard that Cara Muftapha Bafia 
.fucceeded Zornefan in the- command of the fleet^ 
and, in the revolution of a moon, was made M an^ 
foul again, for the fake of Kicnan Bafia, or rather 
for the fake of the licentious foldici^^ who, it fseinsy 
command all things. I have been mformed alio of 
all the other tragedies a6ied at the Seradioflnce tbe ' 
fecond moon of this year. Neither are thecaufes and 
origin of (o much (laughter and bloodfhed hid from 
. me. It is too apparent, that there is an univerfal dis- 
order and corruption in the difcipline of the Ja- 
nizaries. 

I formerly wrote to the Kiaya Bey on this account. 
But it feems ayarice, the root of all evil, had ren- 
dered him infenfible and obdurate. 

Is it not a fhame, that the pay of thofe who ferve 
the Grand Signior in the wars mould be detained, 
not three or four moons,' hut five or fix years, hy 
their corrupt Officers ? They fit at home enjoying 
their eafe, revelling in taverns, and committing a 
thouiand riots ; whilft the others undergo number- 
lefs fatigues abroad, and are reduced to the extremeft 
neceffities, not having fo much as the veils allowed 
them by the Sultan, to cover their nakednefs i And, 
if they complain of their fufferings, inftead of re- 
drefs, they meet with nothing but taunts and re- 
proaches, as if they were not worthy to eat the Sul- 
tan's bread and fait, though they freely hazard their 
lives for him. It is no wonder the Janizaries are fo 
unbridled in their rage, after fo many pjtwocations. 

Yet I cannot but lament the fate of thofe unfor- 
tunate men, who were facrificed to the fury of that 
infolent militia : Efpecially, I condole the lofe of 
the brav3 Solynxan Kyzlir Aga. The Janizaries 
had an old grudge againft hip^ ever fmce his hot 

difpute 



A SPY AT PARIS. iit 

difpute with the Boftahgi Bafla, and now they were 
reiblved to execute their revenge. 

As for the Kiaya Bey, it feems to be a ftroke of 
divine juftice, that he, who had been the caufe of 
all this nnutiny, ihould in remorfe ftrangle himfelf, 
and fo go to hell, as an expiation for the many lives 
he had caft away. 

And there is little Icfs to be faid, in refpeft of the 
Mufti, who was the chief of thofe who betrayed 
their matter Sultan Ibrahim, To tell thee my re- 
fentments, I am heartily forry for all the reft ; but 
to thofe who were concerned^ in that treafon there 
feems no pity due. And the Mufti may thank God 
and his good ftars, that his life went not with the 
others. They report here he is fled into Egypt. 

But what was that Gelep Affan, who headed this 
rabble of mutineers ? I have heard nothing of him 
before the intelligence I received of his fudden rife, 
and equally precipitate fall, during this tumult. He 
was, I fuppofe, lome paffionate fool, of an ill-con- 
trived midriff which ufed to make a quarrel betweefi 
his heart and his fpleen : And from this inteftine 
broil he habitually learned the way to fet people to- 
gether by the ears. A popular man, an incendiary, 
and one that knew how to wheedle thf vulgar to their 
own ruin. Who can give an account of thefe 
things ? Or, Who can unravel the web of deftiny ? 
Though there is nothing ftrange in this particular 
cafe, yet in the general it is prodigious, that fuch 
little inftruments ihould be able to give io terrible a. 
(hock to the frame of an ancient and mighty go- 
vernment ! 

He was a man of no fame or chara<9«r, and yet, 
for the fpace of two moons, he may be faid to com- 
mand the greateft Sovereign of the world, fole pro- 
prietor of fame and honour. And, had he puflied 
on his intereft, it is not improbable, but that he 
might have exalted himfelf above his mafter, and 
fecured his poft acamft all after-claps. For, ac- 
cording to my intelligence, he had, during the fe- 
^dition, heaped together prodigious furas of money, 

the 
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the prcftnts of Bafla's, and other Minifters of the 
Porte; who all adored this new-rifing comet, and 
fought his proteftion and favour againll the barba- 
rous rabble. But it feems he was infatuated with 
too much glory, and confidered not that every body- 
watches an opportunities and occafions to ruin him : 
And that his very followers would be the firft to be- 
tray him, as foon as the hurry of their infurre6^ion 
was over. This generally happens to all ringleaders 
of parties. When once the fpiriis of a fadtion are 
fpcnt, the lees (which confift of regret and confu- 
hon) are difchareed on thofe who firft fermented 
them, mixed with the revenge of the State. 

There are abundance of great and brave •men 
gone : But the old Negidher was of their Council, 
and he brought them to ruin, as he did the Corcis of 
Mecca, when they confpired againft the life of the 
Prophet. This devil entered the temple (where they 
were aflembled) in the fliape of an ancient man, dc- 
crepid and leaning on a crutch : And, when he was 
commanded to withdraw, he told them, ' He was a 

• Senior, who had feen all ages, and remarked the 

• occurrences of time ; that he was expert in unfold- 

• ing fecrets, and rendering, difficult things eafy.' In 
a word, he ufed fo many plaufible infmuations, that 
they admitted him into their affembly. But none of 
their counfels profpered. 

That pialicious daemon is often prefent in the ca- 
bals of feditious men ; and, though they fee him 
not, yet he furely undermines tneir plots, and 
brings them to fliame and punifliment. Foir he is the 
fpiritof envy ; and thouc^h he be himfelf a rebel, 
and the ringleader of a fadion in the kingdom of 
the air, yet fuch is his fpiteful nature, that he fet- 
dom fuffers any rebellion to thrive on earth : Not 
for any love that hf bears to govcrnmcfit, but be- 
caufe he delights to be aftive in mifchief, be it what 
it will J and the guardian fpirits will not fuffer him 
to mix with the eftabliihed Divans of an empire* 

The 
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The alI-;good God preferve thee from the malice 
of wiclced dxmons, that always hover about trca- 
Aires of gold and filver. 

Paris, x*d of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1656. 



LETTER XIX. 

To the &me. ' 

THE troubles of the Sublime Porte touched me 
fo nearly, and embarked my foul in fuch a 
tempeft of foUicitous thoughts and anxieties for the 
honour and fafety of the Ofman empire, that I hsld 
no leifure to think of my own particular hazards, 
whilft I was writine the odier letter. Yet I have 
been ingulphed in abundance of vexatious circuni- 
ftances and perilous accidents. 

It generally happens, that, when one misfortune 
befals a man, it brings a liain along with it. So that 
at fome ieafons we fcem to be befieged with evils, or^ 
at leaft, fo clofely blocked up by an army of cala- 
mities, Aat there is no paffage left open, either for 
relief or intelligence. 

So has it fared with meof late, and with thou- 
fands of others, I doubt not, in this populous city. 
The rebellicm of the Prince of Conde is the occa« 
fion of all this. For the Kin^, having fome reafoiis 
to apprehend a fecret conibiracy of the Prince's 
frienasandwell-wifhers in Paris and other pI9r.es. 
has caufed a very fevere fcrutinv to be made of s^ 
flrangers and fojourners. The doubafhi's, or O^ 
cers, go to every houfe within their precin£!:, takii^ 
down the names of all the inhabitants in writing, 
and fcizing the perfons of thofe whom they fufpetS. 
The prifons are filled with people of all ranks, and 
the Nobles are fent to the caftle in the wood of V in- 
cennesu It 14 fadd the King b^ a lift of many thou- 

fand« 
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hnds of Con<)e's party in Paris, who defigncd, on 
. a prefixed day, to take up.arms for that Prince .; and 
that their example would hare been foUovred ail over 
the kingdom. 

God knows what is in the hearts of thcfc Infidels ; 
I am Aire Mahmut is wholly a ftranger to their 
plots : Though laft year I received certain inftruc- 
<io!w from tfe Viztr Azcm, commanding me to 
aft fecretly in the Prince of Conde's behalf, to 
abet the fa£^ion» and u£b all the endeavours ana art 
I could to raife a new party for him among the 
Courtiers. But I waved fo dangerous an employ- 
ment, by propoling to him the valt expences it would 
require, and the neceffity of fending fome extraor- 
dinary embafly to this Court, to countenance the 
bufinefs. To tell th^ truth, I efleemed it a thing 
imprafticable, and a mere caprice of thataftive Bai- 
fa, who had a natural kindnefs for rebek, and de- 
lighted to hmc a hami in difficak undertakittfs, 
. whether there wits any ItkeliJtDod of (mcccUb or xiot« 

But he is dead, am kt that atone for all his re^ 

' bellion^ wlien he had the coonnatidof Aleppou I 

: love not to load the departed fouls with accusations. 

^ What I have to fay is in my own vindlcaticm, who 

! (CDttld not approve his politick chimera : la regard, 

had it fucceeded, no mx>fit or advaats^e would tirom 

thence arife to the Ottoman empire : And, had it 

. been difcovfef^,. not only I and all the £bcrecs of my 

commiifion would have been laid open to the Infidels, 

. but alfo it would have been an eternal difhonour and 

blemifli to the high rcfplcndent Porte to be found 

?[uilty^ of violating, in fo notorious a manner, the 
^\th it had given to the mx^ ancient and puiSbnt 
qionarchy among the Nazarenes^ 

Befides, I know not but this Minifter had a pri- 
vate trudge againft me for accufing him formerly to 
theJDivan, wien he. held correspondence with die 
Venetians ; and that he ftudied this way tcf^be re- 
venged, by employme me in an affair which muft 
ja^eds be my ruin, i However, I think I had reafon 
Jo be cautious and appr^heaCvejQf dSicworA. Th» 
;. ... made 



\' 
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roade me diii3atch to hira a letter full of feecious 
umbrages^ feeming to approve his defign, out in- 
tangling It with fuch difficulties as would divert 
him from farther thoughts of it. 

Yet, after all, I have been really brought into 
danger, on the bare fuipicion of being concerned 
on the Prince of Conde's fide; by which thou mayeft 
^efs at the confequence, had I hearkened to the 
vizir's advice. 

One morning early, the Officers appointed for 
this purpofe entered my chan^r : And, having de- 
manded my name, buiinefs, and quality, I answer- 
ed. ' My name was Titus DurlachNidki ; but that 
^ for fliortnefs, and to denote my country, I was 
' commonly called Titus the Moldavian ; and 

* that byr this name I was well known to Cardinal 

* Mazarine, as I had been to his predeceflor Rich- 

* lieu, and other Courtiers ofgreat quality. I told 

* them likewife, that I was a Clerk, who underftood 

* (bme foreign languages, and therefore had been 
^ oft&n employed by theie Cardinals, in tranflaiiiT? 

* books out of^ Greek and Arabick into Latin J»n3 
' French : For which reafon, being recommended 
' by Cardinal Richlieu, I had been mtroduced into 

* the accjuaintance of fevferal Nobles, whofe chil- 

* dren I taught thofe languages : And that fomc of 

* them had promifed to make me Curate of St. Ste- 

* phen's church, as foon as it was vacant.* 

They feemed to be very well fatisfied with "^iHbat'I 
faid, but told me moreover, ' They had a commiffi- 

* on to fearch my lodgings for arms and treafonabk 

* papers.* 

It is impoffible to exprefi the horror I was in, 
when I faw them go roundly to work, prying into 
every corner, and learching my trunks, coffers, and 
even my bed itfelf. Not that I had any giiilt upim 
me of concealing cither arms or papers rehting to 
this confpiracy, T>ut my concern was for my box of 
letters to the Minifters of the Porte. As tur anns, 
they found no other but an old fword, which I told 
then* I travelled with out of my own country, and 

a brace 
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a brace of piftols for the fame ufe, to defend me 
from robbers, ai&ffins, and other injuries. 

Thcfc fellows feemed mightily plcafed with the 
curious workraanfhip of my weapons, furveyed 
them all over, and, having drawn my fword out of 
the fcabbard, and made a pafs or two with it againft 
the wall, after the French mode of fencing, they 
put it up again, telline me, * they had no authority 

* to take thefe arms from me, fmce they were ne- 

* ccf&ry for my defence.' But when they came to 
my box of letters, and faw them written in a ftrange 
chara&er which none of them could read, they be- 
gan to look on one another, and change their coun- 
tenance, as if there was fome dangerous matter 
contained in thefe papers, and therefore writ in cy- 
phers. 

They went afide to one end of the chamber, 
whifpering together, and nodding their heads, with 
: all the fymptoms of jealoufy. At length, I, inter- 
rupting them, faid, ' You need not. Gentlemen, 

* be concerned about thefe papers 5 they were left 

* with me by a Merchant- Jew of my acquaintance, 

* and they are letters of correfpondence between 

* him and fome of his brethren, at Rome, Venice, 

* Amfterdam, and other places in Europe. It is 

* therefore they are written in a charader, which 

* to you appears ftrange, it beine Hebrew, the na- 

* tional language of the Jews. They contain only 

* matters of traffick, bemg letters of mart and ex- 

* change: For, you know, the Jews are the great- 

* eft merchants, brokers, and bankers in the world.' 

Thefe words, with fome gold which I gave them, 
'difperfed all their fiifpicions, cleared up their cloudy 
brows^ and turned their frowns into fmiles, and 
comphmental addreflfes. They told me, * I was a 

* veiy honeft man, and they would do me what fer- 
^ vice they could.' So bid me adieu. 

By this thou mayeft fee the m'ghty power of that 
charming metal, which commands all things. For, 
whatever I could have faid without that, had been 

inlig- 
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ia^^nificant. Biit thefe idolaters melted inio an in^ 
difl&ence at the iirft fight of glittering piftoles ; and, 
when I had once raiaered them thus dudile, it was 
eafy to frame them to the moil devout appearance of 
icfpeSt and friendfliip. They promifeid and fwore 
no hurt fhould be done me. 

But I knew the ficklenefs of human fidelity bet- 
ter, than to repofe any great confidence in thefe* 
men's words. As foon . as they were gone, I con- 
veyed my letters to Eliachim, who could eafily con- 
ceal them, in any private comer of his houfe^ de- 
fining bim to furnifh me with fome letters of aiiFe- 
rcnt concerns written in Hebrew, that, if thefe 
fearchers fhould come again, and demand a fecond 
view of my box, perhaps with defign to carry it to 
fome Minifter of State, I might have thofe Hebrew 
difpatches ready to (hew, which, being put in the fame 
box, would not be known from the other by fuch 
ienorant fellows, to whom Hebrew, Arabick, and 
Chinefe, were all alike, and fo I fhould be acquit- 
ted from all future trouble of this nature. 

And this event anfwered my expectation : For, 
within three days, the fame men came again, with 
others in their company, pretending they had frefh 
warrants, and were fworn to be impartial. Where- 
fore I was forced to attend them, whiltt they carried 
both me and my box before a Cadi, or Judge, who, 
having examined very ftriftly concerning my natpe, 
country^ religion, and other matters, and feeming 
well fatisfied with all my anfwers, at laft fent for a 
Prieft well-verfed in the Hebrew tongue j ordering 
him to perufe the letters ; which, when he had done, 
he aflured the Cadi, that there was not a word in any 
of them relating to the State, being purely matters 
of private contrails, and bargains between mcr- 
chant-correfpondents, with bills of lading, &c. So 
I hadmybox of fham-letters reitored to me again, 
and was honourably difmifled. 

Yet, though thiis ftorm was foon blown over, I 
was very near running on rocks, and fands, through 
the perlecution of thy predecefibr Kienan Baila, and 
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Kifur Dnnnclec, with many others in theSerafflio : 
The iirft keeping from me the penfion alloixrra by 
the Grand Signior ; the fecond cither fending me 
no intdlieence, or elfe bafling nie with triflings 
news, notning to the purpofe ^ the reft afperiing 
me to the Miniilers of the Divan* » 

I defire thee to fend me the arrears that are behind 
fortbeii»acttof nineteen moons, as thou wik find 
in^ l^e regtfter of the Uafna^ Had it not beirii. for 
EUachim, that honeft Jewy I fhoald fasnre^been ru- 
ined in this place for want of money. 

I need not fay more to thee, wno kaoweft that 
gold is the grand talifinan, whidi worksall the mi- 
racles it! the world. 

Parit» sidaftfae7thMoiim9- 
4^ die Yew 1654. 
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LETTER I. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 

WH O can penetrate info the myfterious con- 
dua of Deftiny : Whether God governs this 
world by the influence of the ftars, or I5y the mi- 
niftry of fpirits^ or by his own immediate power ? 
or whether all things did not proceed from Chance, 
and are ftill ruted by the fame ? Be it how it will, 
there remai n& fomething adorable. Even that Chance 
itfelf, fuppoiing Epicurus's opinion true, is worthy 
of fupreme honours and facrirtces, which has. witn 
fuch exauiiite luck, performed all the parts or infi- 
nite wifdom and fmcaft in forming and preferving 
the univerfe. Were I a difciple of that ohilofo* 
pher, every morning when I beheU the rifing fun^ 
and at mtcUday, wl^ I faw him climb the meri* 
dian, and in the evening when he takes his conse 
of Ais upper world, to vifit our antipodes, would 
I with profound veneration- cry out, ' O eternal 
^ Chance ! O omnipotent Cafualty ! O incompre- 

hemible 
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* henfible Blindnefs ! I adore thee, I burn inccnfe" 

* to diee, and do all things, which the duller fort 
**of mortals think are only due to an all-wife, all- 

* good, and an all-mighty God !' Thus would I 
aodrefs to that infinite pell-mell of atoms, could I 
believe with Epicurus, that from fuch an incon- 
ceivable hurly-ouriy proceeded kll this admirable 
beauty and order which we behold. 

Thou wilt perceive by this, tl^at I am religioufly 
difpofed ; and, rather than not adore fome fupreme 
Bemg, I would make a Deityof that which to others 
is Uie fountain of Atheifm. And I think there is 
r^fon on my fide. For, let this world be produced 
how it will, whether by the cafual concourie of 
atoms, or by the deliberate a£^ of an eternal mind ! 
whether it oe eternally felf-exiftent, according to 
the Stoicks, or be' the genuine refult of the divine 
ideas^ as the Platonifts fay ; it is but jufl that i^e 
ihould pay the moft devout and grateful acknow- 
led|;ments to the fpurce of fo many immenfe pro- 
digies and wonders. 

But then. What fliall we fay for all the Evil that 
appears in the world ? That there is fuch a thing as 
Evil fcattered up and down through air the ranks 
qf beings, and as it were blended and rivetted in 
dicir very eflences. is manifeft at firft view ; and 
every man has its mare of this epidemical contagion. 
But, whence it proceeds, who can inform me ? I am 
not the firft that have afked the queftion. Many 
years agb, the inquifitive world was bufy in fearch- 
ing out the root of EviL And there were almoft 
as many opinions about it as there were nations on 
the earth. 

. Some aiTert, that all Evil came out of the North : 
Others derive it from the South ; as if the two poles 
were the centers, and native feats of this malaoy of 
the world. But thefe feem to be m^n of ihort dif- 
courfe and fhallow reaibn, fupinely credulous and 
willittg to take up with any thing, rather than to be 
at the pains of attentive contemplation. 

Yet 
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Yet this opinion has fo far prevailed in thefe 
Wcftem parts, that the Nazarenc Priefts, when they 
celdbrate their mafs, ftand tm the north fide of the 
altar at the reading of the GoTpd, turning their back 
to that quarterof the world. And the reafon they give 
for this ceremony is, becaufe in the written law it is 
feid, * Out of the North comes a!I Evil.* I have heard 
them ferioufly maintain this argument. But God 
knows whether there be any fuch place in the writ- 
ten law, or no; or, if there be, whether it muft be 
taken inthisfcnfe. Yet I muft confefe the Romans 
have fome reafon to believe it, having experimen- 
tally felt a great deal of evil from the northern Goths 
and Vand£, who, in former ajges, rufhed out of 
their frozen regions, and came £wn like a torrent 
upon Italy aftd other parts of Europe, making ha- 
Yockof di things civil and facred. And, if this be 
the ground of their ceremony, they have greater 
reafen now to change their ftation, and turn their 
backs to the South-eaft, having been much more fa- 
taljy handled by the vi£torious Muffalmans. 

The ancient Parthians held^ that there were two 
principles or fources of all things, viz. Good and 
fevil*;* and that there Has been an eternal quarrel 
between them ; but in the end, they fay, the Good 
(hall get the viftory,' and exterminate the Evil : 
This opinion was embraced by a fed of Chriftians 
whon» they call Manichees. The founder of that 
fed wias a Perfian by birth : His name was Manes, 
a very learned man, as records of the Eaft: teftify 5 
yet the Chriftians rank him among the moft perni- 
cious hereticks. He taught, * that wine was the 
' blood of devils ;' and therefore forbad it to his fol- 
lowers. He alfo prohibited the fledi of animals. 
This he learned from the Priefts of Egypt, where 
•he refided a^confiderable time. 

But, to jietum to the fentiments of men concern- 
ing the origin of Evil. There are feme who af- 
firm God is the author of it -, which is not far from 
blafphemy. Others fay, that, when the devils were 
exterminated from the earth, they* in revenge, fowed 

VoL.V. Q the 
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the feeds of Evil in the univerfe. But that of the 
Stoicks feems the moft plaufible to me : For they 
affertcd, that nothing is Evil of itfelf ; bu4: that 
the contrariety which we behold in the world is very 
good, and conduces to eflabliih the order and a^co- 
nomy of all thin£«. 

My dear Dgnet, do not eftcem me an atheift, be- 
caufc of the lioerty I take, in dlfcourilng of thefe 
niyfterious things. There are a fort of people here 
in the Weft, whom they call Deifts, tnat is, men 
profeffin^ the belief of a God, Creator of the worlds 
put fceptjcks in all things ellc. They have no im- 
plicit faith in hiftorical religion, but think it the 
part of men, as they are enoued with reafon, to call 
in queftion die writings of mortals like tbemfelves, 
though they had the chara£):er of the greateft Pro- 
phets. Thus they think it no fin to canvafs the 
|}Ooks of Mofes, and the Hebrew Prophets, the Gof- 
^el of Jefus the (on of Mary, and the Alcoran of 
Mahomet, our holy Law-giver } chufuie what is 
agreeable to reafon, and receding the reft as fabu- 
lous, infcrted either by the craft of men, or the in- 
terloping of the devil. 

I proteft there appears to me no reafon to <:all 
thefe men Atheifts or Infidels; They rather feem 
to deferve the tide of Philofophers, or lovers of wif- 
dom and truth. And it is from them I have learned 
this unwillingnefs to be impofed on in matters of 
religion. I iuid them in all things men of great mo- 
rality and goodnefs, iiar exceeding the zeafots of the 
'iige in true virtue and pious actions. But they make 
jio noife of what they do, and, whilft only their hu- 
man frailties are confpicuous to all, their benefac- 
tions lie conceakdunder the veil of stn ccnparallelei 
niodefty. 

Such of old were the ailbciates of Zeid Eb'n Ra- 
phaa, mycounti-ymaA. This was a perWdf an ar- 
dent fpint, and prodigious underftandiag, educatefl 
in theMufHilman kw : But, when he came to thofe 
years, wherein men uTually examine die grounds of 
their religion, heiaiQ;httae4noftkacne4iai«iit ai^ 

fuch 
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fuch as were verfed in all fciences. After he had 
converfed fome time with them, and found them to 
be perfons of integrity, as well as men of fenfe, he 
propofed to them the convenience of frequent clubr 
among themfelves, where they might, with an un- 
reftramed freedom, difcourfe of all things, and, be- 
ing united in an inviolable friendfhjp, might im- 
prove one another's knowledge and virtue, without 
regarding^ the legends and harangues of the Mbllahs^ 
This ftxnety eompofed fifty books of fo many feve- 
ral kinds of^ fciencc, that they called them Itchwa- 
Boflapha, or the writings of the Sincere Fraterni- 
ty,- concealing their names. They treated of hu- 
man and divine matters, without rcferve or caution ': 
aflerting that the Muffulman religion was corrupted 
and alienated from its firft inftitution, having im- 
bibed many errors ; and that there was no way to 
reftore it to its primitive purity, but by joining to it 
the philofophy of the ancients. In a word, they 
endeavoured to reform whatever was amife in the 
dodbrines and manners of the Faithful, by reducing 
both to the ftandard of rcafon. 

I know not whether thou wilt approve or diflike 
theif enterprife. But I am fure thou art fenfible, as 
well as I, that there are bigots among the followers' 
of the Prophet, and that thofe deferve correiftion. 
The ^vil will fet his foot m the temple of God : 
But do not thou follow his fteps. If thou do, he 
that made the devil fetch thee back again. 

Paris, 30th ^f the 7th Mooa, 
of the Year 2656. 
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LETTER IL 

To the Nazin Efchrcf, or Prince of the Emirs 
at the Porte. 

THE Chriftians fay it is an argument of 
God's love when he chaftifes them : Tbcre- 
Ibre they have no reafon to be peeviih. Or call it an 
•dFed ot his anger^ that a difmal plague is broke out 
in the territories of the Pope, the kingdom of Naples, 
and other parts of Italy. This contagion rag^ fo ve- 
hemently m Rome* tne capital city of the W eftern 
Nazarenes, that above an hundred thoufand per- 
fons of feveral ranks have forfaken the place. The 
Pope's, palace is fhut up, and no accefs granted to 
any, not even to foreign AmbaiTadors, wiUiout great 
precaution^ and then none of their retinue arc ad- 
^anitted with them. 

It is faid feventecn hundred die daily in that ci- 
ty, and fix thoufand a day in Naples. Nay, ia 
feme places, the livine are fcarce fufficient to bury 
the dead. The Grand Duke of Tufcany, to pre- 
vent the foreading of the infection in his territories, 
has forbia all intercourfe between his fubjeds and 
thofe of the Pope, neither will he permit fo much as 
a Nuncio to pafs through his dominions. 

This mortality has frighted Queen Chriftina from 
Rome. She has fent to defire pailes of the Duke of 
Savoy, and other Princes, defi^ning for France. 
She is already on her voyage, having been prefented 
by the Pope with ten thoufand crowns, to aefray the 
expences of her travels. Here are great preparations 
making for her reception j the King having fent or- 
ders to all the Governors of towns and provinces 
through which fhe muft pafs, to feceiye and enter- 
tain her with a magnificence due to her fovereign 
dignity, and worthy of the French frandeur iuid 
Jiofpitality^ 

la 
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In tlieinean time, this Couft is in a fullen hu-- 
mour, by reafon of a late^reat lofi diey have fuf^^ 
fered at Valenciennes in Flanders* This place was< 
befieged by the French at the beginning of this cam- 
jKugn, but was relieved by the Spanismlsthismoon^ 
who killed s^ve a thoniand men on the ffot, ana 
tocdc five thottfand prifoners,wf th all their cannon and 
baegage. Among the captives of note is the Mar^ 
fiiad de Ferto Seneterre, General of the French. 
anhy» , The names of the others are wanting. Mar» 
(hal de Turenne himfelf very narrowly eicaped 
by timely withdrawing his bng»ie frcMn the-fightw 
for which feme ftigmatiie him with cowardice and 
treachery ; whilft othm affirm he aAed the |iart oC 
a prudent Captain in thus retreating, fince it was 
impoifible to leftore the liattle with any fuccefs. 

From Sweden we hear, that die Eledor of Bran* 
denburgh has enteiecE into a league with the King of 
Sweden, by which both their armies are united 
againft the King of Poland : And it is faid their 
firit defigh will be upon Pantzick. That country 
IS in a.TOrrid confiilion, the Nobles, Gentry, and 
boors» being aH in arms ; feme deferting their So* 
vereign, others adhering ta his intereft. King Ca^ 
fimirtias invefted Wanaw with an army of forty 
thoufand men. In the mean time, the Nollanders 
have fent a great fleet of fliips of war into the Bal- 
tick fea; but to what end is not known, nor what 
Darfriiey will take, whether the *Swcdes or Poles; 
Vet, the latter hope for great ai&ftance from them^ 
there haviiie been la^ly lome mifunderllanding be* 
tween the Dutch and the Swedes. The Mufcovitea 
alfo have entered 'Poland wiith a nhmerous army, and 
the Tartars are coming with another,, to the aid. of 
Kihe Gaiimir. 

Thus is Poland bec5ome the ftage of a moft terrihib 
lirar; and, which fide foever gets the vi^ory, that 
unhappy countrv will be near ruined.. 

Natnan- Ben ^addi, a Tew at Vienna, and'ar prf-^ 

rate agent fortheGrana Signior, fends me word, 

that me Emperor <^ Germany hath an army o# 
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thimr thoufand (bot and twelve thouiaiid hprCe tt\ 
Sileiia^ who are to join with the Mutcovites, amd dc 
fome coniiderable a^ion againft the Sw^des^^ whoic 
continue vidories aod growing greatnefs give jea- 
ioufy to jChofe puillant Monarchs, m informs ii\e 
jfarthear^ that the Emperor has difpatched i couriejr 
to the Prince ef Tnu>fylvaniat widi ^i^lrufUions 
aiid lettera* to engage him to a neutraliiy. ^ 

BqI the yoii«}g iGgotflci is as wild a» bis lather^ 
^nd ha^s to be kd by the n<^e« 
: Thou mayeft ifiform the Minifters of the Dhran^ 
that Adonai the Jew is dead of the plague ifi Rome, 
having Hf ft taken care to tranfmic to me all the pa- 
ficrs which concern the myfterious Porte. 
.^ This Court, at prefent^ i^ at a place Called La 
Fere ki Picardy ^ a province bapdering on Tlmdsts^ 
Front lylience there may oe a mo«e frequent Ixxt^r-* 
cour^ between the King and hi» canip.. 

Prince of the holy line, I have fent thee all tba 
news that is ftirrin^ at this Jan^kure^ favinff fome 
trivial matters which are not worth a MuiTulinan'a 
knowledge, much lels thine, who art ^iftinjguiihed 
from the croud of True Believers, by wearing the 
^ced colour of the Prophet. 

Parts, 30th of the 7th Mooa, 
9fd)eYeari656. 



LETTER ML 

To Mclec Amet. - 

ERE has been a ftrange accident lately, noC 

many lea^^ues from Paris, which has occa- 

lioned various difcouries« and put the philofopHem 
«pon a new fcrutiny. One morning a certain pea-. 
fant or farmer, walking over his lands, as his cuf- 
tom is, to number his meep, and other cattle, miiled 
a barn^ or ftore*houfe| which flood in a field. a^ 

* feme 
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fame dtftance from im habkatioA. Surprifed at this, 
he baAened toward tbe place where he iaw it but 
the A»gl>t before : When, to his no fmall aftoniOi'^ 
meaty he perceived, that, not only the bam, but 
a great pwrt of the field wiierein it wa» built-, 
was funic into the earth. He immediatel^y ran and 
catted fome of his near nekfbbours» to behold this 
ftrange ^efUcIe : And the iameof it fpread alt over 
she country. Divers learned and ingenious perfons 
have been there, to make obfervations of this acch- 
dent« Sut none dares venture near enough to the 
ehafin, to took down into it ; becaufe the earth con- 
tinues breaking and falling in, which makes a noif^ 
Hke the faiyo*s o§ tiie Janizaries, when the Grand 
Signior vifttsthe arienal. 

One yrould conclude by thefc uncommon fymp- 
ioBis^ that the earth grows ancient and weak, trnut 
her iitwafd ftien^h and vigour decays, and that we 
are every-where in danger of bein^ {wallowed up. ( 
have not time to write mote, it being midnight,< and 
Aepoft ready to go. 

Tbe Almighty and AU-good God have thee in hi» 
ho}y proteftion. 

Paris* 3Qth of the TthMoost 
of the Year 1(56* 



LETTER IV. 
To ZoraczanMufiapha^ Begkrbeg of Erzram. 

IWill ftill conmtulate thy happinefs even in this 
laft change of thy fortune ; which, though it be 
aktnd of detcent from the more lofty ftations thou 
haft poflfeffed in tbe Ofmxn empire, yet it is attended 
widi honourable ctrcumfiances aoid an inviolable 
fecurity. Thou art not out d§ the Sultan's favour, 
baniihed to E^pt, and confined to a naqtiw penfton 
during thy Ufe, aa has been the £rte of fcveral gfan«« 
G 4 dees :• 
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dees : But thou art withdiawn from the mtrlgtiea 
of ftate, the toils of war» and the plots of a cour- 
tier's lite» to the fweet retirements of the country, 
the peaceable pofleifion of a rich and fertile province, 
where thou maveft pafs thy days in aa uncontroul- 
abie eafe and felicity. 

I am not furprifed at the fall gf fy many great men 
at the Porte,, nor do I much regret the death of 
thofe who were known enemies to .the government : 
Yet it troubles me to think how the brave and the 
loyal had their innocent Mood minted with that of 
Usutors and villains. But thefe thmgs are unavoid* 
abk in popular infurrc^lions, where the Sovereign 
is. compelled to facrifice to the multitude whomfb- 
ever they require. Thus fell the. illuftrious Soly- 
maa, among the crimiaal eunuchs, though hie hini' 
felf was free from ikun: But He was a negio«, and 
(bat was his ruin -y for the malecontents coula not 
4ifQern the fair qualities of his foul. 

. Curfe on the tool ChabanKalfa, and double curies 
on his rampant wife Mulkly Kadin, wbog^ve Ae, 
^ft occal^on to all this dilorder and fpoilof no- 
ble blood. I remember the honeft Solyman g^vci 
me once a hint of the feminine debaucheries prac- i 
tifed in the Queen- mother's apartment r But he ' 
fpoke of it with fo much modefly and rcfervc, that 
it hardly made any imprefRon on me at that time : 
Othnrwife I ftouM "have imparted it to the Vfeir A* 
zem, or fome other'Minifter of the Divan ; for fo I 
am 1 commanded, in cafes that toudi the honour 
and fafety of the Grand Signior. And I tell th?c I 
tbis was none of the leaft importance. For, as it 
appears, the women were undermining the moft <a- 
cred and firmly eftahiiflied government m the world : i 
7*hcy were not contented to wallow in their own | 
impious and unnatural delights, but would have j 
fet themfelves as a pattern to othm, and, by degrees, 
have infedled the whole MufTutman empire with a I 
Dfw fpecies of debauchery : Which, as it began j 
and was carried on by embezzling the royal trea- 
fures, felling of pbcestomenofnomerit, buffoons,' 

.- - pimps, 
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pimps, and afies ; fo it would have ended m ener- 
Yating our militia, corrupting aU the Faithful, and. 
laving the empire naked to Infidels. 

How many V izirs, Chaimachams, Captain Bafia's,. 
and other Officers have we had killed this fatal year I 
Among the reft I cannot but refled onthe poifoning, 
of the Cbiaux Bafia, after he was made Vizir A-- 
zem, as a ftroke of divine joftice, for having em-> 
bnied his handy in f[> much noble blood, wli^n he 
enjoyed that dignity once before. God purfuesthe 
cruel with invincible fcourges. 

But what was that Achmet Bafla, who took.ad« 
vaatagp of the Sultan's domeftick troubles, and fo* 
leign ivars, to difturb his government inAiia,. and 
raitod a rebellion, which threatened even the impe* 
rial city itfelf ? By the courfeof his fortune, it looks 
as if he were not contented with his command in 
Alia, and therefore took this new celebrated me- 
thod, to obtain a higher dignity, viz. by rebelling 
againft his mafter : £lfe, why was he made BafTa of 
the fea, in the room of Ourcos Kienan? The Baf- 
fa of Ale|^x> firft brought into fafhion this daring 
way of c:ixwing great. And, if it be thus coulite- 
Aancod by the UrandcSignior, in all probability, he 
will have reafon to make peace with the Chri(tians« 
that he may have refpite and force to employ again(t 
bis own futrie^. 

Amidft all tbefe things nothing affli£b me fo. 
much, as the horrible lofs our fleet has fuftained 
at fea. We have various reports of this coinbat ;. 
but, in general, they agree, that the MuiTulmans 
have loft feventy-two (hips and galkys, with an iA-< 
finite number of men ; that the Venetians have taken 
the ides of Tenedos and Lemnos, and that they are 
advancing to befiege Conftantinople. This news is 
a great while in coming to us : So that, if it be tnie. 
9ml the Venetians puruied their victory, for aught I 
know, by this time the imperial city, the refiigc of 
die world^. ma^y . be laid in aihes,. 

I haveoficA propofed the necei&ty (tf platforms 

along the HkOoipont,. to guard that important aver 

U 5 xuie 
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nueof die Sacred Porte/ Had they put iti practice 
Malunut's. advice^ perhaps the Isfasatenes would 
have had no occauons for their prdcnt truimf^s* 
But now they banquet in the open ftrceta: All 
Chriflendom rings widi the news of our difgrace. 
The drunkards of Europe infult over die proteilbrs 
of fohriety : Amidft their bowls of wine, tiiey blaf* 
pheme our Prophet^and fing in the praifeol 3ac« 
chtts their God* They menace the conqueft of 
Afia, and direattn to exterminate die MumllmaiM 
from the earth. 

' Inraged at diefe prophane boafts^ I ftop my ears, 
and, turninr round in a divine phrcnfy^ I pny tbuC 
God would baiBe the Infidels. 

fans, M of the ftitiMooB, 
p£ the Year 1636* 



LETTER V. 

To the tncA Renowned and moft IlluftribuS 
Mahondct, Visdr Azett> at the Porte. 

XHAT incomprehenfibleMajefty. which has no 
refemblance, at whofe plcafure all things are 
Ibd and ordered in heaven and-earth^ by whofe 
particular providence, for the good of die Ofman 
eiUpire, thou art exalted to the glorioas truft to be 
the Vicar of die Vicar of God ; augment diygracxa 
and virtues, and biefs thee wldifupedativelivifdoia 
and perfedl truiquillity. 

' I revere thy accompliiQied ibul, confummate in 
all moral and political fcience. Thou art the mdft 
experienced man in the empire. And I ceafed to 
condole the late tumults and riots at Conftandnople^ 
though their effe&s were fata) to fome brave men, 
-lince thou art chofentothis (fignity, fromwhcmi 
the whole empire mayexped, not only a faener 
ftate of affairs durinjj^ thy admimfifaiuofi) but alfo a 

rootiiy 



A SPY AT PARIS. tji 

rMtitig up of the caofis of tfacfeimblick diUci B ti c iH 
and ot all odier evils wfakb mfeft the moBsdiy 
defiened f<Hr the cooqiieft and icfonnatiQa of the 
whole vra>rkl. 

According to the cuftom of the Eaft, I appfoodi 

thee not without fbme prewnt : But psidon the flaw 

Mahmut, who can ftfid *thce jnmm worthjf of thy 

grandeur. I have indoled io a bos the tnie eft* 

f ies of the preftat Kins of Fnmce, with that of hit 

Hiicle the Duke of OrJeans, his brother the Dake 

of Anjou, and his coufin the Piince of Conde ; aa 

alfo that of Caidinal Mazarine^ and Qoeea Chrii^ 

tina of Sweden, who is now at the French Couit. 

Accept a)fe from an exile a little cabineCy cootua^ 

ing twehre watches, of ib many diffeicnt contri- 

vances, according to the circular variation of the 

moon, in the fpace of thirty-four years. Ther are 

the work of my <iwn hands^ therefoie^ I fliall not 

commend them. Each is w i jpp cd up in a piece of 

filk, wherein is wnnight, in Arabick letters, the 

mediod of ufing it. rerhaps thou wilt find Ibme 

diversion in trying the experiments mentioned in 

thofe tables. However, dejfpife not this mean tef* 

timony of Mahmut'sreiped, but confider, that, if 

I come (hort of the curious artifts in Europe, ye^ 

my labour is paflable enough for a Muflulman, 

among whom there is fcarce another watrhmakey 

to be found in the world. 

If thou woulddl know die occafion of Qtieen 
Chfiftfna's being at the French Court ; (he came 
thither from Rome when the iaft moon was in the 
wane. HerpaflSige was by fta to Marieilies,^ having 
touched at ^enoa, and received magnificent gifts 
from the Republick } but they would not permit 
her to land, tor fear of the plague, which then raged 
'in Rome, and was the Caufe of her leaving that 
city. 

However, the French fliewsd no fuch. timorous 

fqueamilhnefs, but received her and her train with 

open arms. She landed at MarfeiUes on tRe i^th of 

theieventli moon ; and, when ihe.made her puK 
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lick entry, the Confuls of that city, with all the 
Nobles, met her in .coaches, the jgi^cat gims ivere 
dirch.are;ed to welcome her, and ine was carefled 
with all the demonftrations^of honour that are Cheivr 
ed tothe QueeH of France herfelf, in her proj^reflcs* 
V The fame entertainment (he received at Aix, A-»- 
irignon, Lyons, and, in fine, all along the road to 
Paris, the keys of the towns being furrendered to 
her (for fuch was the Kine's picture} and a ca« 
nopy of flate borne over her nead, when (he entered 
any town, and received the addrefles and cooipli* 
ments of Governors, Prelates, and other> great nient 
. in authority. She was likewiie magnificendy treat- 
ed by Princes, and the chief Dukes of the realm : 
And, on the 8th of the laft moon, made h^r entry 
into this city on horfeback, appaieiled like a man r 
Where havmg ftaid fome time, flie departed fo^* 
Compeigne, to vifit the Court, which refides there 
now. . 

It is not fuppofed fhe will tarry ^ong in France, 
tut, as foon as flie hears the jplague is abated im 
Rome and the adjacent parts, mt will return thi* 
ther, to pafs awav the refidue of her life, ki that 
neft of Princes ano Prelaites of the Nazarene Belief* 
A little before ihe left Rome, the Spaniards there 
bad confpired to feize on her perfon, as^dfo on the 
Pone ; to have murdered the Portugal Ambaflador^ 
ana fet the city on fire. $ut the plot was difcoyerr 
.ed, and confpirators put in pirifon : For the fentence 
of death is never paikd in criminal ca&s, among thsp 
Nazarenes, without a formal trial. 
• Here is a rumour, as if a great fire had, fon^e 
moons ago, broke out in Conftantinc^e, and con- 
. fumed much of that city. I wonder none of my 
friends, nor any other refiding there* havefentrne 
an accoi^nt of any fuch thing ; whicn fills me with 
hopes that this report is fiilfe. 

r^-om all hands we are aflured, that the Swedes 

and Br^denburghers have obtained a great yi&ovy 

ov^ the Prfcs and Tartars at Warfaws the van.- 

^MiOiQi having loft'abovc fix thoufar«l on the fppt, 
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Vitfa all their ammunition and baggage : And un« 
fortunate KingCaiunir was forced to fly, with a 
finall retinue, towards Hungary. 

It was the general expeoation of Europe, that 
the Mufcovites and Germans would have done ibme- 
thing extraordinary for the Poles, and by fome fur- 
prifing a&ion put a check to the Swedilh fucccfle^ 
and tmimphs. For, when the Mufcovitc Ambafla* 
dor was at Koningn>urg, endeavouring^ to withdraw 
the Duke of Brandenburgh from the bwedes' inte- 
vefts, he vomited forth terrible menaces, in cafe they 
complied not with his Mailer's propofals. And one 
day, in a furious zeal, he took a large goblet of 
wine^ in the Elefbor's prefence, and, having drank 
it off to the Czar's health, the Barbarian iaia aloud"^ 
* Thus ihall the great Emperor of the Mufcovites 
^ devour all that oppofe him.' But now it feems 
thefe were all empty bravadoes, and the Mufcovitcs 
were refolved to ftsmd by, and fee who got the bet- 
ter. . The fame may be faid of the Emperor and 
Prince of Traniylvania, alfo of the Danes and Hoi* 
landers,* who how all declare for the ftrongeft party. 

Magnanimous Vizir, if the prefent engagements 
and waiB in Dalmatia and Candy, befides the do- 
roeftick troubles of the Ottoman empire, did not 
wholly employ the arms of the Muflulmans, doubt- 
lefs it would be an undertaking no lefs profitabte 
than glorious to fuccour the diftrefled Cafimiv, 
turn the tide of the Gothick cohquefts^ and obKge 
the Poles to an eternal fidelity and gratitude to the 
Grand Signior. ' 

Paxisy i4ih«ftfaeiotkMooa, 
^theY€airt65€. 
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L E T T E R VI. 

To Abraham Eli, Zeid Hogia^ Preacher to 
the Seraglio, 

T H A VE frequent accefs to the King's Library^ 
JL which favour was fir& granted me by Cardinal 
Kichlieu, who often einpK>yed me in tranilatinj: 
Ibme curious treatifes out of Arabick into French or 
Iratin. The French feem very fond of liaftern ma* 
nufcripts, wherever they can meet with them ; And 
they have no lefs regard for men who are (kiil^ in 
thoie languages. That Minifter efpectally was very 
'inquifitive into the wifdom and learning olA^; He 
OK>nopoli(ed Perfian, Syrian, and Arabick books, 
and was a profefled patron of linguifts. He coveted 
the acquaintance of ftrangers and travellers, that he 
might, by their means, inform himfelf of the diiFe- 
.rent laws, cuftoms, and religions of foreign coun- 
tries, and of whatlbever was rare and worthy of ob- 
'feryation in any part of the world. 
. Hence it was, that I received evident marks of 
his eftcem, as foon as he kn<ew that I underflpod tb^ 
Greek, Arabick, Hebrew, Turki/h. and oclavo- 
nian lanjguagcs. He often made ufe of me, as I 
,]|ave fald^ and gave me free accefs to his own and 
ythc King's Library* And though his fucceffor. Car- 
dinal Mazarine, is not ib much addicted to ihidies of 
this nature as to the affairs of ftate ; yet he has con ^ 
tinued to me the privilege of vifiting this treafury 
of learned books, where I fMils many hours. 

One day I caft my eyes on a tomufcripc written 
in ArabicK, and indoried with this title : 

[The , Original Covenant of Mahomcf, the 
• Prophet of the Arabians, with the Pro- 
fcflbrs of the Faith of Jefus.] 

and 
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msi undemeadi wat a Latin infcxiption, fignifyinj^t 
that diis mamifcripl was found in the convent of 
Chriftian Friars on Mount Cannel. I have tran"* 
icribed the contents of this parchment, and fent it 
inclofed to thee^ that thou mayeft judge whether it 
be "teal, or only counterfeit. For the Nazarene^ 
afiert it to be the * true agreement of the Meflen^ 
' of God,' and therefore reproach all the Mufllul*' 
nans with difobedienee to our Lawgiver, and break- 
ing the league finned and fealed by him, whom we 
call the fesB of the Prophets, and witncflcd by the 
four principal DoAors, Abu Becree, Ofsian, Omar, 
and Hali. 

If thou wilt pefufe tHfe inclofed paper, it will be 
eafy to difcern, whether we are guilttr of this vi- 
olation of faith, or they. For tnougn, fuppofing 
this to be the real teftament of the Prophet, as is 
pretended, that favourite of Heaven grants many ar- 
ticles of peace, affiftance, and friendship, to the 
followers of Telus, with immunity from taxes and 
impofitions, liberty of confcience, freedom of mar- 
riages, &c. Yet it is evident, that he promifcd not 
thefe things, but on certain conditions to be ob*^ 
ferved on the part of the Chriftians ; as, that non^ 
rf them fiiould harbour or hold cwrefpondcnce with 
the enemies of the True Believers, or privately ac- 
commodate them with arms, horfes, money, or any 
other neceffaries of war : But, on the contrary, 
Ihould hofpitably receive the Muflulmans into their 
houfes for three clays, and proteft them from their 
enemies. If, therefoxe, the Chriftians (houid fail 
in any of thefe points, the Prophet declares his co^ 
venant to be void, and that they (hall not enjoy the 
indulgences granted therein. All this, thou w^t 
fee, is recommended folemnly to both parties to be 
leligiottfly performed till the final confummation. 

Now, all the difpute is, whether we have firit 
iai^UfgrdTed the articles, or the Nazarenes ? For, if 
itcan be. proved, that they are the firft ag^reflbr^ 
^en they have- no rcafon'tjo coglplaih of their Mif- 
l^rt^iiei) or accufe UK True Faithful of oppreffioik 

5fcd 
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and tyranny, as they commonly do: Since it is^ nia*- 
nifeft, that they have drawn thefe evils on.them- 
felves, by their, breach of faith and infidelity^ dis- 
annulling the covenant of God and his Prophet^ 
and forfeiting the benefit they might have claimed by 
virtue of it. . Be it how it will, the Prophet is free 
from blame : L^t the guilt reft on the perfons that 
were criminal. 

I know not how it comes to pafs that the Chrif-' 
tianS) of this aee think and fpeak more reproachful* 
ly of our ho^ Lawgiver^ than did their fathers, 
who lived in his time, or immediately after it, and 
who, by confer uence, could better inform them-* 
felves of the circumftances of his birth, life, ^nd 
renowned anions. Some ancient writers among the 
Nazarenes make honourable mention of him and 
his family. They conceal not the early figns of his 
heroick virtue, and the grandeur to which he was 
deftined. I have read in a certain Chriftian author^ 
that, when the Prophet was but nine years old, un- 
d^r the tuition of his uncle Abu Taieb, who car- 
ried his glorious charge along with him to Damaf- 
cus, ana that whilft they >yere at JBoz'r, a learned 
monk whofe name wa& Bohira, came out of the con- 
vent to meet them ; and. taking Mahomet by the 
hand, in the pi^efence or many Chriftians, he laid 
aloud, * This youth is born to accomplish great 

* thinffs : His fame fhall be fpread from Ew to 
» Weft : For, as he drew near to this place I faw a 
^ ^>nAt clopd dcfcend and cover him/ Sultan Da- 
vid 2ufp prophefied of him, in that which the Ghrif- 
tians reckon the 50th pfalm, and the ^ yerfe; 
Where that divine Poet thus fings,. * Fnom Sion 

* God hath proclaimed the empire of Mahomet.' 
"But the Chnftians have interpreted this in another 

fenfe, though the original remains a ihmding witr 
neb againffthem. So Mofes, in tlie Pentateuch, 
i^tter^ a myftery when he faid. * Qqd came from Si>- 

* nai^-he rofe up from Seir, and lyas manifefted fro4i 

* Mount Paran/ Intimating hereby the defcent €/ 
,thc written lajr to Moles, of , the Gofpel (o JefvAS thje 
' « ' ' fon 
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fen of Mary, and of the Alcoran to Mahomet. The 
Meffias alfo faid to hi$ difciples, ^ If I go not aiway, 
^ the Called of God vill not come to you/ But the 
Chriftian interpreters wilfully hide thefe things from 
the vulgar, left- their eyes fiiould he opened. There 
appears an obftinate malice and ignorance in all 
their aAions. * * - 

Who will not laugh at the fooliih fpitc of .^ ^- 
niards ? who, in a certain town, had a cuftom, as 
oft as they entered into the church, or came out, t0 
fpit on a black imateof a man fitting on an aft near 
me gate. But a mofluknan Ambaflador, coming 
thither from the Emperor of Morocco, and ob* 
ferving this vain ceremony of the people, afked the 
King, *' What perfon that ftatue reprefented ?' He 
made anfwer, * That it was the image of Mahomet, 
* the Arabiaa Prophet.' * That cannot be,' replied 
the Ambaflador, * iince ovr .Prophet never rode but 
^ on camels : Jt is rather the figujre of the Meffias^ 
f who indeed is lecoided to Ha^ rode on an afs.' 
The King, troubled at this anfwer, confulted tfat 
Priefts zna learned men. who all concluded^ that 
the Ambaifador had fpoke. the truth. And there^ 
^le, inftead of ofiering any more indignities to this 
image, they fell into anotner extreme, and built a 
chapel for it, burning incenfe to the fenfelefs ftock j 
and paying it divine honoiirs. Thus they praytd to 
that wni<£ but a little before they had cur fed ; and 
turned into a god that which they had efteemed 
almc^ as bad as the devil. God's curfe be on the 
devil and all bis adorers : But on the holy Prophet 
and all his followers may .bleflin|[S ihower dow% 
and reft till the knot of the fphere is diflblv^. 

Fant» f4thortheiitliMoQat , 

•f the Year i65(>« 
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LETTER VIL 
To Muiae, Ba0a. 

y/^ N O W for certain, that Don Juan it Braga»- 
JV su, koe King of Portui^, is ^kad. He left 
this workt on the 6th of cbe \Sk moon, after he had 
been tonaemed ten dayi with the ftone : Hifr Queen 
has the fupicme power iit her handfr Amnnt^ heri on 'j 
maoritvy whofe name ist I>on AIph^nTck Thta 
yoang Prince was crowned wuhin a few da^^ after 
hU fadier'&deceafe, to ppevent the ptoei of the SpanU 
ards, who fupport a powerful &£tion in the kingdom 
of PwCtt^aly. and are itot without hope^ t9 reduce it 
9gsun to the Kin^ of Spaih's 4hedience. The vR>ri(I 
Iti alwajps biilj^ either la recovering old loitiMercftj 
orihefangof new. 

The Marihat de la Feite,.vrilo was talnn priibner 
by the Prince of Conde in the kittle of Vatencien- 
tiesy and) having a price fet for hts ranfom^ had li-* 
berty i» go whiUMr he would on hi^s parole, either 
to brin^ ttie faid fum, or furrender his pei^n by a 
cettsifi day ; -finding himfelf flirted at the French 
Court, isrefofved to perform hispromifeatthepre-' 
fixed time^ and m over to the Prince of Conde'a 
intereft, who- wul not fail to beftow a very honounir 
Ue command om a General <^ fuch merits. 

1a the mean time, die Count of Harcoart plays 
tricks wttlif hh Mafler, and holds private corre* 
ii»ondenGewith the German Emperor. He is a kr^ 
viceable or a dang^ous man, according as he is 
pleafed or difgufted, and therefore they court him 
on both fides. He is now at Brifac in Alfacc. I can- 
not admire a man that is thus induftrioufty trouble- 
fome to his Prince, without any thing of merit or 
bravery toboaft of, fave his former fervices in Cata- 
lonia, which have been fufficiently repaid with roy- 
al Goodofcenfions and favours. And thofe who make 
drparalld between his cafe and that of the IVfarflial 

de 
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^e la Ferte Seneterre, coniidef not that the laft fell 
into his enemies hanas only by the chance of war : 
Whereas the other is a wiMbl ^poftafe, if he cm- 
braces the Emperor's propofals, when no ncceffity 
conftrains him, aftdhonour flks in ha face. 

Fix3in the North we are lAfornied^ diat Couxit Co- 
ningfmark, Genet^rffimo of the Swediih forces in 
Pruffia^ as he was failing from Wifmar^ was taken 
captive by the Poles^ and imprifoixed in the caftle of 
Weflel-munden. near Dantzick. And %he inhabi- 
tants of that city miflcd very naitowFy of taking the 
Qi^een df Sweoen Tierfelf. It is certain Aey iiavt 
gpt a vaft booty from the Swedes ^ conTiftiAg of 
eijgrbteen cbeAs full of gold» with coffers 01 Ch# 
Klajc's jewels^ and other rich things. 

ThefelGngCafimor demands- for himfttf, wiibz 
milKoii of rix-doUars, to Be paid hrra by the D'aht-i 
xicfcers^ recuiiring alfo, that they ftoufdfurniffi hit 
army with aD 'forts io^f ammunition and provifions i 
Which^ though it be a heavy burthen, yetthoft 
Foyal Citizens think xmthlng too much rar theuc 

THttc Muicovites, in (he 9th mooa^ befieged Ri- 
a, a crty belonging to the Crown of Sweden^ but 
avc newly raifed the fiege, after they had loft above 
ten tbouland men before the place. 

This is all the news I can lend thee, &ve that tlift 
French have tak^ Valencia, a city in Italy. 

I wifh I may heu* as pro(perous intelligence as this 
h& horn Candia. after fuch. tmmenfe charges and 
daughter : But vi^^ory is in the difpolal of the au-, 
gpl of time* ', 

Paris ad dfthtf it!h Mooiit 
of the Year 1^5^. 
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LETTER VIIL 

To Hebatdla Mir Aigun, Sui)crior of the 
Convent of Dcrvifes at Cogni in Natolia. 

IT Is difficult to define the partrcular temper of 
my foul, when I firft received the news of thy 
bredeceffor's death,' that renowned and veliorable 
Bedredin, who, as thy difpatch informs me, is gone 
to Paradife. I was neither in pafEon, nor yet in- 
fenfible. but wholly refigned to the will of H«ivcn. 
1 confidered his immenle virtues and' the courfe of 
nature : His wonderful age, and more admit able 
a<5tions, a life equally meafured by hours and prodi- 
gies of piety : For he was not in tne number of thofe 
who let whde days pafs away withouttbeleaft good 
^ort, or without leaving any imprefs bn Ae track 
<>f time. I exprefs myfelf axrcordinj; to the vulgar 
hying [Time pafles away:] Whereas, in my opi- 
nion, ume ftands ftill , and only we pais awa^^ witb 
all thines fubjed to motion ana change. It is like 
the mi&ke of thofe, who, faSing on the witerV 
Aink the trees and mountains move, whilftotrrjitfacy 
themfelves are driven before' th^ wind j. or litoe the 
phflofophy of thofe, who, trnfting to their grofler 
lenfe, mamtain the fun whirls round our world, 
tjiough, according to reafon and better pbilofophy^ 
Aat globe of light ftands ftill, whilft ofurs turn? 
round its axlc-tpcej and fo deceives- oiir e^es. Thus,' 
whilft we mortals glide over the uncertain waves d 
human life, and pafs by the^vifible and fixed land' 
marks of time, day and nfght, we imagine thofe 
land-marks move, and not we ourfelves : Whereas 
day and night remain for ever ftedfaft and invaria- 
ble in their fuccceifive intervals, and only the ele- 
ments and bodies compounded of them are fubjedl 
tc^ch|^lge. 

Mmutes, hours, days, and years are not properly 
the meafures of time, but of the motion and dura- 

tiofl 
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laon of all corruptible beings : For time is infinite, 
andl>eYond all dimeniions. In a word, it is no 
otherwife diftinguiflied from ^ternityy than barely 
by a name* 

All that I have faid on this fubje£t is comprehend- 
ed in the Arabian proverb, which fays, * To-mor- 
* row is never.' Doubtlefs there is no paradox or 
hcrefy in (aying, * It is always to-day :' Or that this 
hour, this minute, is eternal. And from this trutH 
ipnuig the contemplation of thofe who place eternity 
in a point or inftant. ^ 

But to return to Bedrcdin, that Faithful of the 
Faithful, may his foul repofe in the mercies of God. 
and his memory be bleiled. May Gabriel, the friend 
of the Prophet, pray for him; then Michael, Ifra- 
phiel, and the meifenger of death, with all the an- 
gels who made oraifons for the divine favourite, af- 
ter his tranilation from this earthly ftate. And 
when thou, and the religious fraternity under thy 
care, have performed the accuftomed prayers and 
^expiations for the illuftrious prelate deceafcd, there 
is no queftion but that he ihall be in a condition to 
intercede for you and for the whole MuiTulman em- 
pire, for he was a perfe^i Saint, and the beloved of 
God. 

O (age and reverend fucceflbr of that holy man, 
fuffer me to tell thee <thy name flebatolla [the gift 
of God] fills me with glorious prefages of thy Tife 
and adminiftration in that renowned college, where 
the incomparable Bedredin fhined fo many years. 
Now he is gone to God, and to the gardens ot eter- 
nal retirement, having left his feat on ?arth to thee, 
xepleniflied with the (acred odour of virtue. 

He was a religious imitator of the Prophets, and 
of all lioly men in general ; a devout admirer of the 
Meffias, and a faithful difcipleof the Sent of God. 
Now he is gone to fit down with them in the chiofes 
of Eden, on the banks of immortal ftreams, atid 
rivers of wine, milk, and honey, which glide along 
'the alleys of Paradiie. This is the recompence or 
leroick virtue, the crown of good works^ the bliTs 

•prepared 
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prepared for chafte apd purified fouls, who, in their 
tFanfmigration from this earth, cany no ffaiins of 
rice along with them : For nothing impure can find 
admittance into thac world of glittering eflence. 

OHebatoHa, what is thereon this w)fcure^ g^obe 
that deferves to be compared with thofc fcrener joys 
above, thofe unfullicd pleafures, that untarnnhed 
bliis ? And yet fometjmes we tafte ftrange fdicities 
hereonearui. But it is only when the gates' and 
itafements of Paradife are open, when a cdcfliai 
wind tranfports hither the leaves of the trees of Jl- 
den, and perfumes the air and (ky with the iranf- 
cendent odour of that happy region, wafting alfo im- 

f}tr(c& founds^ muflck in ioft fragments^ and echoes 
rom tie choirs of the blefled. Then it is the hearts 
irf* mortals feel a fecret and inexprefSble joy (pring- 
ing up from the root ; this lower world (if I may fo 
exprefe aiyfelf ) is all intrenched with pleafure. This 
happens not every day, but only at the feafons of di- 
vine indulgence, on the feftivais of fome particular 
Saints, and in the time of the immortal jubilee, 
when God exhilarates the uniyerfe with uncommon 
favours and an infinite largefs« 

As for the reft of our enjoyments, they are miti- 
gations indeed ef the pains and infeparaole miferies 
of this mortal life* they prevail on us to wait the 
appointed hour of fate, and not hurry ourfelves out 
ot the world before our time : But tney deferve not 
to be placed in the rank of true felicities. 

However, our patienc? under this fatigue of life, 
our indifercnce to pleafure and pain, poverty or 
riches, fidtnefs -or health, honour or difgrace, with 
idl the other objeSs.of human paiEon, will prove a 
lingular argument of merit, a prevailing tecora'^ 
mendation to the life to come, and an effectual paft 
port for Paradife. PV he that is thus infenfiHyi 
yet willingly weaned from the fulfome joys of earth 
By the very /courfe of nature and decree of deftmy, 
muft unavoidably afcend to a purer reffion,.to a 
place capable of fatisf)ring his afpirii\g foul: For na- 
ture created no appetite to baulk it. 

This 
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This is die life £> recximmended by J^fas Ae Ion 
of Mary, wiiofe chanuSler thou haft in the library of 
tby convent. Here I fend thee in a box that which 
by all the Nasarenes is efteemed his true effigies. I 
remember I once faw another of die iame lineaments 
in the treafury of the Grand Signior. Thefc pieces 
are very rare, becaufe not copied by die hands of 
commoa painters, but by the moft celebrated maf- 
ters in Ennope. And the original draught, they fay, 
was made by the Meffias hinlelf on a handkerchief, 
which he clapped on his face, and left his lively por* 
traiture. 

I cannot alcertain the truth of this tradition : but, 
in regard this is one of thofe copies which are clo- 
fetted by the greateft Monaichs in Chriftendom, I 
fend it to ttee as a worthy ornament of thy cell, 
without either the peril or Icandal of idolatry. 

The pious Bedredin was covetoits of any memoirs 
of the Meffias, whether written in hioroglyphicks, 
or inthemoreufttalcharaders.offpeech. He would 
have made no more excepti<»i at a pi£hu^ than at 
a poem in pratfe of the holy Frophet; and I quefl 
don not but diou equalldl him m the fame indi£* 
ference. 

I could not esriily procure the true pi^lureof JcAn, 
fumamed the Walhcr : but here I will give thee a 
&ort hiftory of his life. This was a famous Pro- 
phet, who lived in the days of the Meffias, and of 
the race of die Priefts. His habitation was altoge- 
ther in the defart, for he was an Eremite, and lived 
in a cave on one of the mountains of Jtidsea : Some 
of the Jews took hmi for Elias, others for the Mef- 
fias, and a third fatt (aid he was Mahomet, whofe 
coming was foretold in the book of their law, and 
in the wridngs of their Prophets. 

But John doiied that he was any of thofe, catl- 
ing himfelf, in modefly, a voice or^echo. His life 
was very abftonious ; for he fed only on the tops erf' 
:plants and wild h<Hiey, drinking nothing but water 
-of the fountains whidi ran by me fi4e of his cave^ 

and 
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and hii body was onlfr covered with a vett of camel's 
hair, ufing a leathern thong for a girdle. 

To that foiitary reiidecice of his there- was great 
refoit of people from Jemfalem and the cities round 
about; for the fame of his fan£tity had (pread 
through all Palefline and Syria. 

JEIe waflied all his difciples with his own hands in 
the waters of Jordan, from whence he was called the 
Baptift or Walher. He daily preached repentance 
ana good works to the incredulous Jews ; and open- 
ly declared, that lefus the fon of Mary was the 
MefGas. That holy Prophet, it feems, was one of 
John's difciples, and had been waihed by him in the 
river Jordan. 

In fine, after many years of herotck virtue and 
piety, John had his head cut off by the order of He- 
rod the Governor of Judsea, becaufe he had reproved 
-the tyrant for marry mg his brother's wife. 

Behold tbefe memoirs are the bcft prefents the 
poor exiled Mahmut can fend thee, when he con- 
gratulates thyacceffion to that holy chair: Yet fuch 
as tbefe were more welcome to thy predeceiTor than 
gifts of filver, gold, ornrecious uones; for he was 
a diligent colledlor of choice antiquities and felect 
fragments of faiftory : He was alfo a liberal patron 
andencourager of philofophy and all forts of learn- 
ing. Follow thou his example, and the true Faith- 
ful will be eternally obli^^ed to thee. Thou haft a 
fair opportunity, there being, as I am infonned, the 
beft library in thy convent of any throughout the 
MuiTuIman empire : And the Dervifes undex thy go- 
vernment are men addided to the ftudy of the Sci- 
ences. It is pity fuch inclinations Should wa|it en- 
courajgement, whilft the Infidels arc every-where fo 
1)ufy m founding new academies, and augmenting 
the old. Therets one lately ereding in 3ie duke- 
dom of Cleve, by the Elector of Brandenbargh, 
where the Oriental langu^e and fciences are pro- 
fefled. If the Nazarenes are thus curious to pry in- 
to^ur learning, why fliould we be remife in attain- 
ing the knowledge of their languages and hiftories, 

fmce 
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iuice thereby weihall be in a cooditioii tDlcao^tiie 
greateft fecrets ? 

S^ge Hebatx>lla,letiiot the Infidds have any looger 
occaiioii to tenn us barfaaitNis and ignorant : But re- 
memher, that^ in pnmodng l i tei anu c, tfaouwilf 
perform a meritorious fervice4x> the Grand Signior. 

Pads, lydiof^heiftMooi^ 
of the Year 1657.. 



LETTER DC 

Td Selim AF Mofel» Vencrabk Imaum of 
the Moique of &ttida Sophia. 

PRAISE be to God, fole Lord of the Zenith 
and the Nadir, pofleflbr of infinite regions, wha 
hides the firft meridian in the palm of his hand ? The 
names of Peru and Mexico are not n w foreign in 
the Ottoman -empire, efpecially to travellers and 
men of fcience, 

WTien our fathers firft heard of America, they had 
no other way to exprefs fo unknown a part of the 
World, than by calling it the land of the Golden 
Mines, becaufe of the abundance of that metal which 
was brought from thence by the Spaniards, fince 
their -conqueft in thofe parts. Bat now we are no 
ftrangers to the geography of that remote continent. 
Commerce and traffick have rendered all the known 
nations erf" the earth familiar with one another. And 
I remember, when I was at Conftantinople, the 
names of Peru, Mexico, Florida, &c. were as com- 
mon in the Cbpha Hans, as the names of Indoftan, 
Turquiftan, Gurgiftan, or any other provinces of 
Afia. So-tfektawan would have been laughed at, 
who, in fpeakitig of America,^ ifhould have ufed any 
ciFCumk)cutions, as to call it the Empire of the 
Golden Mines, the World beyond the Great Sea, 
orthelike« 

V6L.V. U Yet 
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Yet we muft.confefs our knowledge In this ki/id 
is owing to the r ranks, who fail into thofe far dif- 
tant regions, and ait their return communicate cheir 
intelligence and obfervations to us ; for etfe we had 
been ^tojgether ftrangers to the hiitoiyof thatNewr 
World. 

It was firft difcovered by Chriftopher Columbus^ 
a Genoefe, in the year lA/gz cf the Chrittians He- 
gira. This man had a nappy genius in contem- 
plating the motion of the fun, and the frame of the 
univcrfe. He was no ftranger to the extent of our 
continent, and the fituation of all its parts : He had 
been often at fea, and fecn divers regions ; and par- 
ticularly when he was in Portugal, the m«ft Weftcj:- 
ly part of Eurc^e, he took great delight to walk on 
tne fhore in the evenings, and obferve the fettiiijg of 
the fun. This cuftom of his produced various 
thoughts in his breaft, but, what was of moft import, 
his reafon fuggefted to him, that it could not cpxilift 
with the order of nature, diat the fun, after he left 
our world, ferved onlyto give light to the fifhes, or 
•gild the waves of the Weftern ocean : Therefore, x>n 
good grounds, he concluded there muft be fome 
unknown land, beyond thefe mighty trails of fea, 
which waQied the Weftern ihores of Europe and 
Africk. 

This thought made him uneafy^ and put him up- 
on a refolution of attempting a difcovery. He made 
propofals to the republick of Genoa, but was re- 
jedled. Then he addrefled himfelf to Henry VII. at 
the Englifli Court, where, not finding encourage- 
ment, he went to the King of Spain, who, ap- 
proving his defign, furnifhca hin^ with twp ihips. 
He failed on the ocean for the fpace of two moons 
without feeing any land, which made , jhis mariners 
mutiny, their grovifion falling fhort. They t^res^en- 
ed to throw him overboard, if he would not return. 
But he, with mild words and ftrong reafons^ ap- 
peafed their fury : promifing to fail back, again, if 
they faw not land within three days. On the third 
day, the boy on the main-topmail faw a fire, and, 

within 
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wtthtn a kw hours afterwards^ they came within 
view of land. 

When he had made his obfervations, and done 
wh^ was requifite in his circumftances, he return* 
cd tp give the King of Spain an account of his ex- 
pedition« 

After his death, Americus Vefputms was fent to 
conouer the unknown regions ; from whom that 
whole continent is called America; but, methinks, 
not widiout fome ingratitude to the firft difcoverer. 

It would be endleis to recount all the particular 
adventures of the Spaniards in thefe parts, with their 
cruelties and maflacres : Suffice it to fay, to the 
eternal infamy of that nation, that, according to 
their own writers, they butchered in cold bk>od 
above twenty millions of the natives, in the fpacc 
of twenty years : And all this for the lucre of their 
gold, though under the pretence of propagating the 
Chriftian religion, 

I will not liil myfelf in the number of thofe who 

iiretend to be God s Privy-counfellors, neither will 
: prefume to defcant on things out of niy reach : 
But the Sjjaniards have lately Telt a terrible blow in 
Peru ; which, if it be not a mark of the wrath of 
Heaven, is at leaft a fign that the earth is weary of 
them, efpecially in thofe parts where they have ftain- 
ed it with fo much innocent blood. 

The city Lima, not many moons ago, was all fwal- 
lowed up by ah earthquake ; and Calao, another city 
not far irom it, was confumed bv a ftiower of fire out 
of the clouds. Eleven thoufana Spaniards loft their 
lives in this calamity 1 and the earth devoured a 
hundred millions of rehned filver, which the lucre 
of the Spaniards had forced out of its bowels. AU 
the mountains of Potofi, from whence they dug 
their choiceft metal, wete levelled with the plain, 
and no more hopes of gold were left to their infa- 
tiable avarice. 

Ileavethe judgment ofthcfc events to thee, who 
art of Ac holy hne, full of refpktident thoadits, 
prophetick Kciarif, coriftcratci Emir, glory of the 
^ ^ Ha houib. 



148 LETTERS WRIT BY 

houfc of Mahompt. Yet give me leave to tell thee, 
that this calamity of the Spaniards in part reieixit- 
bles the fate of SodOm and Gomorrah, and the reft 
of the nine cities in the lake. The Infidels fay there 
were but five. Let them alone in their error ; it is 
certain the MuiTulmans have the only true hiflbory 
of former times. Doubtlefs,. God is fevere in chai^ 
tifcments, when he is incenfed againft a nation. 
Witnefs the People of Aod and Tnemod, with the 
men of the Valley of Smoke, and the city whofe 
inhabitants were in one hour all turned into ftatues 
of ftone, and are to be feen at this day, as a (land- 
ing monument of Heaven's difpleafure. Yet no, 
nation is ruined till it ruin itfelt, as God fpeaks in 
the Alcoran. 

O Emir, in whofe veins run the moft purified 
blood in the world, pray for Mahmut, that he may 
never turn apoftate from God and his Prophet^ nor 
do any thing which may hurry him to an untimejy 
f4te. 

Paris, lythof the ift Mo«n, 
of the Year 1657, 



L E T T E R X. 

To Moftapha, Bafla. 

THIS following fummer, if all reports be true, 
is like to afford fome campaigns of blood. 
The general difcourfe here is, that tfe Grand Sig- 
nior will Speedily have an army of three hundred 
thoufand men in the field ; piut to Vi&. in Dalmatia 
and Candy againft the Venetianis : the reft to be em- 
ployed aeainft the Perfians, the more inveterate ene- 
mies of the Ottoman empirb. " 
; That faucy ambaflador, lihihael Bir Gouli Can, 
^cferved ihe punilSitncnt wal? iiiflidted oh him &r 
his impertinent hufF^ and drawing his fabre in the 
. ^ prefenec 
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prefence of the greateft Monarch of the world. And 
let it be an eternal precedent to the envoys of fo- 
rei^ivPrinces, that they may learn a leffon of mo- 
detty,* when they addrefsthe Lord of their Lords, 
and not. By prefumptiori, incenfe the King of the 
earth* 

But it is apparent this Amhaflador took advan- 
tage of our troubles : He fwelled with a vain and 
falfe idea of the Perfian puiflance : Befides, they 
fay his Mafter has entered into a folemn league witn 
the Czar of Mufcovy againft the fliining empire. 
And it" is certainly known here, that two Ambafla- 
dors are arrived at Venice from that potent Empe- 
ror of the, North ; and othei-s are expcfted from Per- 
fia to negotiate a tripartite league bet^\'een thole 
crovirns and that republick againft the viftorious 
Ofmans. Hence I iuppofe it was, that the rude hc- 
retick took the boldnefs to commit an allien, which 
all the Eaft puniihes with death. Neither is it any 
thing to thejpurpofe what the Chriftians of thele 
parts fay, ' That the perfons of Ambaffadors are fa- 
. * cred :* For much more fo are the perfons of Sove- 
reigns/ And fo. long as an Envoy obeys the law of 
nations, in only delivering his meflage with refpeft 
and civility, that law wiliproteS: him from all in- 
juries : But if he muft needs leap over his own fence, 
and, inftead of appearing like an Ambaflador, he 
will a<a the part of an ^fiin, a Furiofo, a con- 
temner of majd!lY>; ^^ ^^^^ cxped no better treat- 
ment than what is due to his audacious infolence : 
He throws off with fcorn the protedion that his cha- 
xa£ter claims, and, in a mad bravado, courts the re- 
venue of the State, 

This Dhmael had all along been counted a bold 
fool in the Court of Perfia. He has committed a 
thoufand wild pranks at Ifpahan, more becom ng a 
Jeften than a wjfe Minifter of State. Yet his Maf- 
ter ftill winked at his extravagances for his father*s 
fsdce, who did many nptablc fervices to that Crown; 
among which, his i:ec9vcring.Gandahar from the 
H 3 - . Mogul 
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Mogul was none of the leaft ; it besing theonly tavm 
which commands the frontiers of Perftaand the In-* 
dies. 

For this and olher merits, Sha Sophi preferred 
both him and his ion to the moft coiuiderabie go- 
vernments and offices in theeippirc; wherein th^ 
old man acauitted hnftftlfJairfy to the la/l. Sut 
this young oufFoon grew unwieldy with too mucH 
honour, affronted the Grandees, and played upon 
the King himfelf^ for which he had once like to 
have been caft to the doss. But, at the intercdfion 
of fome of his few friends, that punifliment was re-* 
mitted, and changed into exile ; whilft bis enemies 
made ufe of his abfence to ruin him. 

They were fi>aie of the greateil Lords of the 
Court who bore him a grudge, and they had hourly 
the King's ear; which advantage they made .ufe of 
to infmuate fuch an ill charader of Immael, that he 
knew no better way to be handfomely rid of him, 
than by fending him on this defperate embafly to the 
myfterious Porte ; Chufmg rather that heihould fall 
by the Grand Sig[nior's command, than by his own, 
who had reaped io much benefit from the iervices of 
his father. 

By this thou mayeil difcem, that the King of Pcr- 
fia is earneftly refolved on war, without regarding 
how his herald that proclaimed it is received : For 
that AmbaflTador deferves no other title, who comes 
not with the accuilomed prefents and fupplication : 
but with an addre& of a hariher ftyle, denouncing . 
enmity at his very firft approach to the feet of th& 
invincible Sultan Mahomet. 

After all, it rejoices me to hear, that thou, and 
the. other Bafla's of the empire, arc fo ready to affift 
. our great Mailer, For I am aiiured that, from your j 
pcrfonal and voluntary contributionsi ne» has re- 
ceived a fupply of thirty miUions of aipers, befides I 
the ewftant rt venues, cuftoms, tributes, and fubfi- | 
dies of the empire. This is noifed all over ChriA i 
tendom & yet the Venetians feem not awch to dread ' 
the ^q^lequcnces of tbof^^ vaft preparations, judging 

that 
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thai they mil be employed elfewhere tlrai^ againft 
any province cf their mminions, except in Dal- 
mat^ where thefe Infidels truft to the ftrength of 
their forts, and the inacecffible hei^t of rocks. 

But He that laid the foundations of the earth, and 
caufes it to tretnUe when he pieaies; the fame God 
formed the lofty mountauns; and can level them with 
plains to ferve the foUowers of his Prophet: Even 
as tiie ftones came voluntarily to ialute the divine 
oieffen^r himfelf ; the trees roufed tbemfelves a» 
out of a <kep fleep, and, the earth yielding on all 
fides to the forcible motion of the infpireo roots^ 
they walked out of the places, and compofed an 
umbrellia over the head of Mahomet, when he was 
ready to faint with the violent heat of the fun. 

Thus (hall the dements confpire to aid the "JTrue 
Believers:. And, when they fight for thcAfcoran 
againft Infidels, God iball endue the inanimate be-: 
ings with faith and devotion. 

PsuiA, 7tlL of the ad MocMi, 
of the Yea*: 4657. 



/ LETTER XL 
TbMeUcmet, aa'cxUed Eunuch, in Egypt. 

l3R^?Are thyfelf with a conftancy of Inirit be* 
A coming a Mufluiman, when thou (halt under- 
ftand that the beft friend thou haft in the world is 
gone to Paradife, May God grant him the repofe 
of a True Believer, anapartment of fingular de*> 
light. For it is the fai?av» Solyman I ipeak of* who 
not only defefvestby moft gralsefal vows for laving 
thy Ufe, but bos 49nQai dgtoufaad meritorious aifiions 
befides, which now .crown him with chaplets of 
immortality. f 

I wifh I could have been die xelater of better news 

to my baniihed.fiiend. . fidit^ pgarha^, thou bafl. 

H 4 heard 
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heard ofim deafib alreadv by fotne vdTels £kan 
Conftantinopley anditi^ibe needieft to fay any 
thiDg as to his uotimsl^ fate,/<ur.the tragedies of the 
Seraglio and tmporial: Cityj . 

It feoms-veryftraiige^o moi^ and a tkiii^ unac- 
countable, that thertrcanbo^nam^ans founid oot to 
prevent thefe daagerou$ mfiirre^ions of tfa^foldcef s, 
and that the moft formidable empire on airth fhoOld 
be thus, frequejactly ihocked by her own fubje«9:s ! 
Mehemet^ the things of this preienr world are a 
perfed); riddle^ and our life itfdf 19 but the fhstdaw 
of a dream. Thou haft experienced the inconstancy 
of fortune, and that there is nothing on earth de-- 
ferve& a wife man's confidence : Therefore, if I may 
advife thee, it ihall be to wean thyfelf from, the 
trivial affairs of mortals. Let not the natural fond- 
nefs, which thou mayeft pofiibly have for thy former 
courtly life of the Seraglio, rcturi\ to difquiet thy 
foul. A man may be happy any where, that knows 
how to be contented. Nature is ferved with a little ; 
and we ought to efteem our irregular appetites as 
foreigners. If our fortune be not extended to the 
larger meafure of our wifties, it is cafy to contract 
and adequate our minds to our fortune. 

Thou mayeft carve to thyfelf various forts of fe- 
licities in Egypt, and renaer Cairo as pkafant to 
thee now, as Conftantinople was formerly. Virtue 
makes M placfes delightful. If ihou art for an ac- 
tive life, there is bufmefs enough in that populous 
city ; and opportunities are never wanting to a qiaa 
that is ready to lay hold on them< Belides, it is 
the popular charaSer of Egypt, that whofoever 
dwells in it finds an employment fuitable to his -in- 
clination. But, if thou art melancholy and con- 
templative, inmyopinion^ thou cow Weft ftot -have 
cbofen a country more agreeablet4»/uch a temper* 

Were I in thy ftation, I fliould la^^fr^ufent vi- 
fits to the pyramids, andneverbswearVof fear^hing 
out the antiquity of thofe admirable. *ftruftui*efi.' 
There is hardly any thing made by human art, whjch 
has put me upon mpre important ihidies and difquf.- 

ations^ 
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fitions, dian -die orignud of dide ftopoidoiis fat^ 
bricks. * Thev far fuxpah in crandeur and magnifi^ 
cence the moirrenowiied butlaiagsof theGredc and 
Roman empires, even in^die zenith of their moft 
flouriifaing ftate. And I wotiUiatn learn when they 
were firft erected, by whom, and for what end ? 
For I cannot believe what Jc^ephus, the Jewifli Hi- 
ftorian, reports of them, that they were built in the 
time of Mq&s d^eir Lawgiver, and that all thofeof 
the Hebrew nation, amounting to ibme hundreds^ 
efthou&nds, vreie employed as flaves to the work, 
by the King^ then reigning in Egypt. 

r have perufed Herodotus the Grecian, Diodorusr 
the Sicilian, with Stiabo, Pliny, and otfa^ writers, 
who have all t^en great pains to (earch into the 
antiq^urr^ of the pyramids : Yet, after all their tra- 
vels m Egypt, ana their converfe with the Priefts' 
of that country, they feem« to have received but 
fmalt light into this a&ir; leaving things in un-' 
certainty, and not agreeing in their accounts. One 
WfU hdve them to be only defigned for fepulchres of 
the Kiives; another fays they were built by Jo* 
feph the Hebrew, the Vizir of Egypt ; and that they 
were the granaries where he laid up feven years pro- 
viiion^of corn, againft the famine which in his days- 
afRiS^ the earth. Thus they difter in their fenti- 
ments. And our countryman Ibn Abd' Alhokm- 
declares. That, when he was in £gypt, he could not 
draw fnxn any of the Priefts the leaft certainty as to 
the age of thefe pyramids, or their founders ; which 
makes him conclude, that, fince there was no me- 
mory or footfteps of their original left among men,, 
it is probable they* were built brfore the fkk>d» 

This agrees exaftly with what others of our A- 
rabian writers have delivered concerniog King 
Satidfid, who reigned in Egypt three hundTcd years 
before the-delage. They relate ftrangc things of this 
Prince ; and,ampng the reftythat he dreamed, ' That 

* the fixed ftars came down from heaven to the 

* earth, overturnirtg all things with the violence of 

* their precipitate fall.' Being muciv troubled at this 

H 5 Vifion,. 
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vifion, he ffiu for the Prieib and^ages ; who^ Arbeit 
they were aflemUcd t^ogether ki the King's ^alace^ 
Alcimon their Cater, ch: Prince of the AftrDlogers^ 
told the Kin^ ^ That, a year faefore,. he had (een^ a 

* viAon> which made a deep impreffionon hiamind*. 

* For thefe celeftial orbs appeared to defcend fp low 
' as to touch the earth, fo that the ftarr were mtit'- 

* ffledamoi^ mea. Thra he Ufted up his hands above 
' bis head, m his dream, to keep the heaven firota 
^ quite oppreffing mortals with its weight. WhiliV 
^ 1 was lA this jJoAure,* faid be, ^ methought I ad-- 

* drefTed rnvfelt to ^ Sun, befeechiiig diatrefplen- 

* dent God to retire, with all its glittering train of 

* light, to their ancient flation on high« Whesis- 
^ upon the Sun made a^fwer. When I fhall lutve 
*' accompliflied three hundred circuits, the heareja& 
' wiH return to their proper places/ 

When Alcimon had related this viilon^ the King^ 
commanded the Aftn^gers to ereSk a fcheme of the 
prefent configurations above, and tdl him what they 
prefa^. They did fo, and all agreed, that a de^ 
luge Inould firft overflow the whole earth, and that 
afterwards it ihould be totally deftroyed by fire. 

Upon the hearing of this, they fay, KingSaudrid 
commanded the pyramids to be built, carrying all 
his riches into them with the tables of the myfte-. 
rious fciences and laws, and whatfoever wasefteem- 
ed precious and worthy to be prefenred from the 
genera] deftm^Hon. Aiul the annals of Egypt fay,, 
that he commanded thde words to be engraved on 
them : 

I, Saudrid,' laid the foundation of the py- 
ramids, and finifhcd them in fix years : 
Yet I challenge, any future King to de- 
moliih tliem in fix hundred years, though 
it be much eafier %o ruin than to build. I 
covered them with filks ; let any man af- 
ter me cover them with mats, if he can* 

In 
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In thus aflertin£:Siltldrid t<y'bethe founder <^ the 
pyramids, it ought to be uxtitffktoi onlyof fome 
ot the greateft j and'thsi th^ 4)th^- fuGCe0dingPrince» 
(peihaps after the fle6d) ipurved on wkh emulatioit 
and deiit« of gionr, tent the ireft ^ whkh i^ the on- 
ly WW to reconeiie^ur Atabi^m • t^riters to H^rodo-^ 
tiis, £>iodorus, ' and other hiftorians of tile Weft, 
who affign Cheops or Qiemnis, with Chef^hern, 
Chahryis, and MycerinUd the foti of Chemnis, as 
founders of feme'-^^vticuhir pjrramida. Whilft Stra* 
bo and Pliny Scribe the bifilding of one to Rho- 
dope, afamousftrumpetjor, at ledt, to fi^meof 
h^ paramours. 

I>3ubtlefs; there is ^ttat obfeurity and confufioit 
in the reconliB of the Ancients abotit the exa6t time 
when thofe illuftrious monuments were built, which 
yet is an impregnable argument of th€fr antlcjuity ^ 
unce, when one author afl^s this or ftiat King to 
have built a pyfaFftid, another demonftrates the 
contTJuy, by proving, that that pyramid was in be- 
ing long' bofel*e the day* of the fuppofed founder. 
Neither can I Stid ^nyconcurrence or authorities fo 
rationat' airf- eicaftly agreeing as that of the^ Ara- 
bians^ who fdl u^animoufiy deliver, 'n» a certain 
tr«th« that'fhefe unparalleled ftrudures were built 
loiig oefore the ^ooa. All which fs confirmed by 
the Egyptian annals themfelvcs, penned bv thoie 
of'the<5iptite facejL who defcended from Coptim, 
fon ctf'Mafar, the von of Baufer, the fonof Cham, 
the f(M\}f Noah : with whom and his family, Phi- 
lemon, the good rrieft, made an alliance by marriage^ 
and in their cuftody were the rocords and traditions 
of the cSd world. 

But, if it be granted, dear Eunuch, that thofe 
hifiories are true which relate to the tranfaftions of 
the Kings of E^fjt'btefore the flood, what reafdn 
have we to csrfl m queHfon the fragments of 'Mane- 
thOj.^Pridft of Egypt: or die genealogy and fuc- 
ceffion of Egyptian Monarchs delivered by Hero- 
dotus ; or the chronological regifters of Egypt lih- 
MieA by Diodorus, much eariyupthe reign bf 
H 6 their 
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their Kings to above a thbufand years beyond any 
other the moft early epocha of the creation^ except 
that of the Aflyrians, or the intermediate afc^t o£ 
paft ages in the records of the Chinefe and Indians. 2 
I know not what to call it, whether the coiv** 
ardice of the intelled, which dares not venture to 
launch into £0 vaft a ipeculation ; or its floth, w^hich 
will not take the pains to unfold and ftretch its 
drowfy faculties on the moft natural idea in the 
world. It is true, indeed, we cannot,, without 
fome fotigue, contemplate ftedfaftly the eternal 
exiflence and. duration of things. It is an kn^ 
mortal thought, that can tranfport the foul back 
through fuch an infinity of ages. Yet the pleafure 
is agreiBable to the undertaking ; becaufe truth, fe- 
nsne as the mornings in Egypt, inlightens the i^rof- 
ncAy and tempts the mind, if it were poffible, to 
look even beyond eternity itfelf : Whereas he that 
only confines his view to the narrow horizon of par- 
ticular hiftories^ is like a man in a wilderneis, or a 
low and fbady vale, where his eye is curbed with the 
Jnterpofition of thickets, uneven ground, and en- 
vious inclofures. For fuch are the dark controver- 
fies, inextricable difficulties, and aife<9:ed umbrages 
of moft writers, who never durft peep over Uie 
mountains of received opinion ; or, if they did, 
they fearfully or roalicioufly hid their difcoveries 
from the reft of mortals. I tell thee, as God is 
eternal, there cannot be affigned an inftance of time 
wherein the world did not exift. For 4^6 fijft mat- 
ter flows as naturally from his. eflence, as light frcnn 
the fun. 

If thou adoreft any other God but this, thou wilt 
be found in the number of Idolaters and Infidels, 
who pay divine honours to certain mighty angqls, 
afchitedts, as they believe, of the aniverfe. 

They behold houfes, caftles, and great cities built 

by- mortals, and, at a certain perioo, ruined by fire, 

. water, earthquakes, or other accidenu j or deftroy- 

cd by the effedls of war : From hence they form a 

^tipnof theworld'^Qjriginalandc^WHrophe: They 

confidcr 
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confider the animala, $dbtit6, aod minerals; that 
every individual periflies in time '^ and .that even in 
the beavene these tire ftrangiyaiptoms of corruption 
and alteration. £tence'il^^ ociie^ argum^ts' to 
prove the weaknefs and d^oay jaf unhoerfal nature, 
which they vainly compar«;rto.the life of a man, a 
beaft, or a tree. Andas.theythavc their appointed 
feafons of birth^ growth, maturity, decay, and 
-death-; ib it is wrth thcuniverfe. 

But all this is fophii^Y 9 pr, to fpeak more favour* 
ably, we oug&t to charge it to .the account of fhort 
meditation. . For, . though the individuals of all 
kinds are changed, ceafe and difappear at their ap- 
pointed periods ; yet their fpecies or kinds, them* 
felves remain for ever before our eyes. As faft as 
one man dies another is born ; and fo it is with the 
-brutes : And the feafons of the year in their proper 
courfe renew all the vegetables. We find theelements, 
the fun, moon, ftars, and earth, remain unchange- 
able. And why then fhould we think they were not 
•always fo, and will not continue fo for ever ? Or, 
if this be too bold a ftretch, let us conceive them 
at leail much more ancient and durable, than they 
are generally thought to be. And, if thefe greater 
beings fhall undergo a change in their outward 
forms, we may yet believe their fubftances will re- 
main for ever. 

But, whether corporeal beings are thus laftiitg 
' or no^ we have fomething in us that can never pe- 
rifli. Our fouls are immortal, and need not the 
" embalming of Egypt to preferve them from cor- 
ruption. 

Therefore, dear Mehemet, fince we are deftined 
to live for ever in one ftate or other, let us not fear 
death, which is. but a minute's flumbefr, a fhort 
trance, out of which we fliall immediately awake, 
to increafe jour knowledge and exjjerience of thofe 
*inyfteriesand fecrets<of nature, which at prefent are 
hid from us. In a word, let us live like Philofo- 
phers, and then w& may hope to die with' the fame 
equaninrityof fpiritashedid, who, inhislafta^o- 

nies^ 
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nies, being afked b)r bis friends, * Where was aH 
^ his philoTophy now V anfwered, ^ lamjuft enter- 
* ine on a new difcovery concerning the natiifie of 
^ fait.' And with that word he ei9>ir9d. 



Pans> 7thof thcftdMoon, 
of the Year 1657. 



LETTER XIL 

To the moil Venerable Mufti. 

£F the publick feditions (hould always conttnne^ 
or be as frequently renewed as they have lately 
n at Conftantinople ; and if their ette<^ /hall be 
equally £&tal to the Grandees^ as has been this lail: 
horrid mutiny of the f(ddiers ^ to congratulate any 
man's rife to an eminent di|;nity will be but to flat^-- 
ter him, and addrefies of this nature muft beefteem^ 
ed no better than mock compliments, civil infults, 
and fashionable farcafms: Since, at this rate, great 
honours ought to be4opked on no otherwrfe, but as 
dire£l advances and nearer approaches to infamy and 
death, when a man is exalted from an pbfcure f^^ 
nefs and humble fecurity to theglorious hazardof a 
precipitate fall. 

It IS therefore, when I come to kifs die duft of 
thy feet among the c^ud of True Believ<ers^ and to* 
welcome, thee to the Mo& facredand fublime Vicar- 
fliip on earth, i draw near with an indifference fiiit- 
able to a MuiTuknan, wishing thee not more joy than 
fafety in that myflerious ftation, but fiKdb a tempe-^ 
rament of both as is due to tby fyxi&Wf and incor- 
rupt adions. In a word, I wife thee a perpetual 
irpmunity from thy predeceflbr's tet^ptations, and 
from his crimes : and then thoiii needeft adI £^ his 
misfortune aftd di%race. 

Let not what I have faid pai^ for an argument; of 
difrclped and undutifulnefi to the heir.of prc^^iok 
S mi' 



A SPY AT>ARIS. x^ 

aiul a^flolick revelation, the great Patriarch of 
theFaithfiil. I reverence both thy office and per- 
fonj yet am commancled to avoid flattery and dartiaf 
addipHes, when I write to the greateft fages in the 
empire. And, had not this injundion been laid on 
me^ my own natund temper would prompt me ta 
(hull that vice which renders z- man fo much left 
than himielf, by how much he exalte another above 
his due. 

I have often propofed to thy predeceflor the 
mighty benefit that would redound to the whole Ot- 
toman empire, if- learning were more encouraged, 
and the hiftories of foreign nations were tranflatea 
into the familiar language of the MuiTulmans. 

It is, that thofe who are deftined to fubdue all 
thinjzd, and have already ipent their glorious con- 
quefte throu^ the greatdl part of the earth, fliould 
oe acquainted with the tranfadions of former times^ 
the wars of illuftrious and brave heroes, the rife ana 
fall of ancient kingdoms, and, in general, the moft 
noted revolutions in the world. From fuch records 
our Generals and military men mav draw examples 
of fortitude and patience, conducSt and prudence, 
in all the fatigues and difficulties of virar. Our 
Stateiinen may improve their knowledge in all the 
maxims. of policy and wi(dom reauifite in time of 
-peace. In fine, men of all conaitions may learn 
the precepts of morality and vice. 

Mediinks^t is pity, that we, who pofflcfs the ter- 
ritories of the ancient Grecians, the kingdoms of 
Corinth and Lacedsemon ; the empire of Macedon, 
and the State of the Jews j fhould be ignorant of 
the laws by which thefe divers countries were ofoldt 
governed ; and the charaflers, lives, and a<5tions of 
their firft Lawgivers and fucceeding Governors. 

But, if thou fhalt determine, that the knowledge 
of thefe remote afiairs is fuperfiuous and unnccrf. 
fary for True Believers, let them at leaft not be ig- 
norant in their own hiftory, and the original of their 
progenitors. 

U 
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It is true, we Arabians have all along taken care 
of our genealogies, every family and trioe beixie di- 
ligent to prcferve the memory of their ancefmr^, 
and aJl concur with an unanimous zeal to reeifter 
the holy lineage of Mahomet, the MefTeager of God. 
So that we can from his father Abdulla run up in a 
diredl paternal line to Caydar, the fecond fon of If- 
mael (on whom be the benedidions of God :) Wc 
are not ignorant how this Caydar (from whom the 
fioble Corci's derive their pedigree) firft fettled at 
Mecca, in pure devotion to the fquare temple, 
which was built by angels ; when be might as weU 
have chofen the more tertile plains of Meda, Pcriia^ 
and AiTyria, asdid his brethren Doama, Naphis« and 
'Redma. But he forefaw by his (kill in aftroloey, 
that the inhabitants of thofe regions would be Ido- 
laters : And fo it came to pais ; for they were m 
the number of thofe who adored the fire. For the 
fame reafon, he chofe not for his feat Armenia, 
though that country be renowned for the refting of 
Noah's ark on Mount Geudis, and the famous crty 
Themanine, or the work of eighty, who efcaped 
in the ark. But Caydar knew that the people of 
that province fhould worfliip the fun, and it was ve- 
rified in the pofterity of his brethren Nabfam and 
Mafna. Therefore ne chofe Mecca, though a bar- 
ren country, becaufe he knew it was the feat pre- 
deftined to the eleft lineage, the generation of jull 
men and prophets, from whom was to (prin^ the 
light of the worlcl, Mahomet, who in Paradife ie 
called Al Batrafim, and in Heaven Achmet. 

Caydar was the only fori of Ifmael who took pait 
with nis father, and followed his example, W6r- 
fiiipping one God, Creator of the worlds, as he had 
learned by tradition from Abraham the Beloved of 
the Eternal : Whereas Naybeyeth, Abbael, The- 
ma> and the reft of the twelve either adored the fun, 
moon, andftars, or the elements, except Jackoui, 
. who paid divine honours to the true Betlemer;. and 
Hadal and Mafla, who facrificed beafts. to the idols 
Bohinun and Alze» 

And, 
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And, as pur hiftorians have been thus particularly 
exa£k In recording the affairs of the twelve fens of 
Ifmael, fo they have fliewed themfelves no left pre- 
cife in relatin? the tranfadlions of the twelve tribes 
which defcend from them^ even down to the prefent 
age. 

I do not infift on this, to teach thee fomethjng 
whereof thou art ignorant j but to put thee in mind 
of the benefit and advantage, belides the vaft de- 
light which accrues to a nation, by thus preferving 
the memoirs of their anceftors ; in which my coun- 
trymen have exceeded the fidelity and care of all 
other people. 

Had it not been for the induftry of Arabian 
writers, the hiftory of the whole Saracen empire, 
the fucce£ions of the Caliphs, with their wars and 
conquefts, would have been either quite lofttathfl 
age, or at leaft much depraved and falfified by the 
malice of Chriftian and Perfian authors, both equal- 
ly enemies to the truth ; by which it is evident, 
tnat every nation ought to regifter their own tranf- 
adlions. 

What, therefore, I chiefly aim at i^, that the elo- 
rious Ofmans, who h^e by their valour entered in- 
to the pofTeffions and territories of many ancient 
oatlonSt J¥4gbtalfo.he acquainted with.the biftories 
of thofe people, whofe lands they enjoy : But above 
all, I wifli, th^t after ^ey have found a way to fo 
much wealth and lM>nour, they would not lofe them- 
felves and their own original. 

I fpeak of the Turks, properly (o called ; the de- 
fcepdants of the Scythians, who, by fome, were 
ef^med the^ moft ancient nation on earth ; a people 
f<K'med by nsattire for the empire of the world j were 
never c<)ttqu6red themfelves, yet fpread their vi£to- 
rie^'bveraH'Afjia* They routed Zopyrio, a Gene- 
ral of Alexander the Great : .And drove back a huf- 
fing King of Egypt, whh fliame and lofs to his own 
country : laifine, they were a- people naturally juft, 
temperate, hardy, and endued with all the excel- 
lent qualities which the philofbphy ef the Greeles 

and 
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and Romans could never infpire in ^irfui^efts^ 
though they aimed at it. 

Thefe were the people^ O Oracle of Believers , 
from whom the prefent Turks defcend. And is it , 
not a fhame that they can give na other account 
of their anceftors, but what the^r borrow from the 
Chriftians, who. in the mean time, reproach the 
MufTulmans witn ignorance and barbarian ? 

It is for this realon I renew the fame requeft to 
thee, which I often made to thy predeceflbr, that 
learning may be encouraged : Let all the ancient 
records and hiftories of the Greeks and Romans be 
fought out and tranflated by men fkilful lalaii- 

fuages into the familiar fpeech of the Ottonnans : 
ome, I know, are already common among the 
Grandees, as Herodotus, PI u torch, and otners ^ 
but let not anyr credible writer be wanting. 

In doing thi«, thou wilt put a check to the feoffs 
of Infidels, augment the honour and intereft of the 
Muflulmans, and leave an inunortol name behind 
thee on earth ; which will make thy joy& in Para^ 
dife more fweet to an infinity of ages. . 

IhoM, ft9di of the 3d Moob^ 
of the Year 1657. 



LETTER XnL 

Tq the Kaimacham. 

A LL Europe, except the French and Swedes^ 
S\ hanss down her head for the death of th^ 
German Emperor. He went to the Imooortals on 
the 2d day of this moon, after a long fit ^f $ckne&, 
wd forty-nine years of life on eardi. 
^ Nathan Ben Saddi, Agent of the Porte at Vienna, 
informs me, that, on the fameday whereon, theEm- 
peror died, the lmf)erial palace took fire on a fud- 
den, and with fuch ioipetuofity, thfttagteatpartof 

it 



A SPY AT PARIS. i6j 

k was prefently confumed, and the King of Run- 
jary and Bohemia, the fcmperar's fon, narrowly 
irfcaped with his life. This is efteemed a bad omen 
to the empire ; and^ without being fuperftitious, I 
can affure thee, th^ Germany is in a very bad con- 
dition at this junfhire. The Electors are fo divided 
on tHe fcore of religion, and their fecular intcreft 
and alliances, that, m all probability, they will not^ 
witK eafe, decide the fucceffion. 

The Duke of Brandenburgh, having united him- 
felf to the Swedes, will not confeqt to the inftalling 
Lrcopold Ignatius Jofephus, the Emperor's fon, be^ 
caule that Prince fupports the caufe of the roles 
and Danes. The ralatine of Heydelburg and 
Duke of Bavaria are at odds about their private pre-? 
tcnfions. The Duke of Saxony would rain be Em- 
peror himfelf, or have one at leaft of the Lutheran 
religion : And the reft are fo incenfed againft the 
Houfe of Auftria, that; it is thought none but the 
ecclefiaftick Princes will vote for the King of Hun- 
fl^ary and Bohemia. So that, there being no King of 
the Romans to claim the fucceffion by the laws of 
the empire, the throne is like to be vacant yet ft 
-while. 

Cardinal Mazarine, who watches all opportjunities 
to a j:^r andifc his Mafter^ has difpatcfeea away .feve- 
ral couriers into Germany, to negotiate privately 
with the EleAors,, and concert thofe meafurcs which 
will be moft for th« intereft of France. And, I teU 
thee, this Minifter has no fmaH influence on the E- 
le&jor of Cologn and Prince Palatine of the khine : 
Befldes, thou wilt fay, he goes the right way to work, 
whea thou (halt know that he makes ufe of th^ 
French gold to compa& his defiens. 

No iboner did the news of the Emperor's death 
arrive at this Court, but it was obferved the Car- 
dinal took up a hundred thoufand piftoles of the pub^ 
lick bankers in this city: And every body gueflei 
how they would be difpofed of. 

The Portuguefe Ambaflador at this Court haa 
caufed extraordinary fire-work^ to b^ played on tho 

river 
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river Seine, before the palace of the King, in ho-- 
nour of his mailer's coronation, the young King oF 
Portugal. But the Spaniards are preparing naor^ 
deftrudive fire-works on the frontiers of that king- 
dom, being ready to enter it with an army of iixteerft 
thoufand men to recover the Portuguefe crown. 

In fending thee thefe intelligences, fageMinifter, 
I am not concerned for the Inndels. Who dies, or 
who liyes, whorifes, or who falls, is all one 't(P 
Mahmut, provided the Grand Signior's health, life, 
and happinefs be augmented : And this I fpeak as an: 
Arabian and True Believer. 

. Paris, 30th of the 4th Mooo, 
of the Year 1657. 



LETTER XIV. 

To Raba Mahomet, General of the Ottoman 
Forces, at his Camp near Adrianople, 

THE faci:ed empire of True Believers is befet 
at this time with Infidels, rebels, an4 here- 
ticks. Here are many rumours fpread abroad con- 
cerning the Perfians, and the intereft they hav^ in 
the Bafla and citizens of Babylon. They talk alfo 
that fome msJccontents defign things which ought 
not to be named. 

God has given me two ears, and I hear thefe dif- 
courfes with both, but I entertain them with one 
unchangeable judgment, that they are only the 
whifpers of fame, which has a tnoufand _dDubIe 
tongues. If it be true, that the four chiaufes, who 
were difpatched to Babylon, from the XJrand Si^- 
pior, to confirm the inhabitants of that city in their 
allegiance, and affure them of fpeedy tuccours, 
were murdered by the difloyal citiaiens ; I doubt hot 
but it is as true, that the plague has confumed the 
greateft part of the red-heads^ in their camp at A- 

ranfacat. 
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raillacat* What tbou^ tlide Babylonifli mungreU 
cry, * Long live the JUrtg of Perfia V the rdl of th^ 
en^ire^ with true zeal and devotion^ pray for the 
health and {JroTperity of the Grand Signior. What 
though the Sultan hasfvrorn by God and his throne^ 
by the heavens and the earth, that he will goagainft 
the Venetians in perfon ! The Mufti can eafily ab- 
folvc him in cafe of fupreme neceffity, when his pre- 
fence is requiiite stgainft the more accurfed Kyfil* 
bafchi. 

It is probable the Ofman monarchy may be much 
cmbarrailed by domeftick troubles and foreign 
i^ars ^ yet he tnat founded it, and is the confervator 
of a?es, will, out of thefe very diftempers and evils, 
produce a good conftitution of health in the State, 
and a firmer eftablifhment againft all enemies* 

In the mean while the Venetians are very bufy in 
their levies at home, and in making interefts abroad. 
Couriers are perpetually pofting up and down Chrif- 
tendom, to and from Oiat city. They would wil- 
lingly have all the bufinefs of Europe luperfeded for 
their fakes. It is every- where whifpered there is 
fome grand defign on foot againft the Turks, but 
nobo^ knows what. And I tell thee France, Spain, 
Gennany, Poland, Sweden, and the reft ot the 
Nazarene kin|;doms, are too much intan£;led amon^ 
themfelves to have any thoughts of meddling witn 
remote affairs. 

The Poles would have had the German Emperor 
take that crown in vafTalage, on the condition of 
protefting it from the Swedes, But, whiitt the Em* 
pepor was alive, he weighed the difficulties, and re- 
lufed fo chargeable an offer. Now he is lately dead, 
and the empire is hardly capable to defend itlelf. 

Differences are newly rilen between the Du^e of 
Bavaria, and the Eleftor Palatine of Heydelburg j 
each claiming a right to be Vicar of the empire 
during the vacancy j and they are preparing on both 
fides to difpute the matter with the fword; whilfl 
the King of Sweden fmiles fecretly at their inteftin^ 
quarrels, refolving to be revenged on Germany, for 

* th« 
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LETTER XV. 

ToCaraHali, Phyfician to the Grand Signior. 

T HA V£ encountered a pafla|;e in the. hiftory of 
1 the iirft Caliphs, which a httle ihtangles me. 
My faith is disjointed. Thou knoweft wBjVIuflul- 
nums believe, that Abu B^cre was the true fuccef- 
for of the Prophet : Yet, when I coufider, that he 
attained the lovereignty by furprife, Wi^out the 
confent c^ the MuUulmans, I know not what to 
Aink of it. 

After the death of the Meffenger of God, the in- 
habitants of Mecca and Medina raifed a fedition, 
and took up arms, each challenging the right of 
eledion to themfclves, when, to prevent the ill 
confeauences of this tumult, Abu Becre and Omar. 
immediately came to them 5 and, to end the con- 
troverfy, Omar, ftretching forth his hand to Abu 
Becre, faluted him Caliph, and, lifting up his hand 
to heaven, fwore allegiance to him : Which exam- 
ple fuddenly prevailedon others, and fo the tumult 
wasappeafed. Yet Omarhimfelffeemedto repent of 
what he had done. For, a whjie after, he was heard 
to .fay, ' Afluredly, the inauguration, of Ahu Be- 

* ere was a rafli unadvifed thing ; God avert the Cr 

* vil which may refult from it. But let it be a law, 

* that, if any one hereafter fliall prefume to do as I 

* have done, arid fwear fealty to -another, without 

* the affent of the Muffulmans, he (hall be put to 

* death.' , 

But that which is of greatefl moment with me is, 
that Ali Eb'n Abi Thaleb, the fon-in-law of the 
Prophet, was not prefent at this ele^iiion, who had 
as much right to the Caliphate, as any of them, if 
not fnore ; at leaft he had a right to vote. And, 
wheii he firft heard the news, he protefted againft 
what they had done as null and ihvaiy, in regard 
they had not confulted him. . Certainly, Ali tb'n 

Abi 
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Abi TTaleb was a matchlefs hero, performing mi- 
rades of valour in defence of the Prophet, Whezi 
he befieged Chaibar, a city of the Jews, he took 
the gates of the city from off their hinges, and ufed 
them ashisfhield. When he brandiflicdnis glitter- 
ing f^vord, he made his enemies tremble. I will fay 
no more in his praife, left thou fhouldell conclude 
I have lifted niyfelf in the nupber of the Kyzil Ba- 
fha. What I write is only byway of fcrutmy, be- 
ing diflatMed about thefe things. 

So, when Abu Becre lay on his death-bed, he cal- 
led for Othman Eb'n Aphan, the fcribe, and bid 
him write as follows : * In the name of God gra- 

* clous and merciful ; this is the teftimony of Ab- 

* dollah Eb'n Abu Kohopha, when he was arrived 

* at the laft hour of this world, and the firft of the 

* world to come/ Then he fell into a trance, while 
Othman proceeded^ and wrote the name of Omar 
Ebno'l Chattab. Then Abu Becre awaked, and 
afking Othman ' whom he had named for his fuc- 

* c^Ior ;' he replied, * Omar ;' * Thou haft done 

* well,' faid he, ' and according to mv mind. Yet, 

* if thou hadft named thyfelf, affuredly, thou art 

* worthy of the honour.' Thus Omar lucceeded to 
the Caliphate, by the private order of Abu Becre, 
without alking the confent of the .MufTulmans. It 
looks like a contrivance or bargain between thofe 
two at firft. When Omar fworc fealty to Abu Be- 
cre, one would fufpeft he made him promife to be- 
queath the Caliphate to him. Be it how it will, thou 
feeft Omar accepted the government on conditions 
which he himfelf had made unlawful, wheii he pro- 
hibited any fucccfiion that fliould be made without 
the confent of the Muffulmans, He was the firft 
that was called Amiro'lmiimcnim, or Commander 
of the Faithful. 

It is reported, that, when Omar was near hia 
death, thofe that flood about him defiired hirti m 
name his fuccelfor ; they, themfelves recommended 
Ali Eb'n Abi Toleb, bccaufe of his rdatfen^o the 

Vol. V. - I Prophet. 
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Prophet But he rejected him, and committed t:lie 
cleaion of his fucceHbr to Othman, Ali, Telha, 
Azobia. Abu Obeid, and Saad Eb'n Abi W^aJcka. 
Abu T)bcid therefore, coming to AH Eb'n Abi TTa- 
leb, faid thus to him, * Art thou he to whom I txiay 
^ fwear fidelity, that thou wilt ad according to the 

* book of God, and the laws of his Prophet, and 

* the conftitution of , the two Seniors ?* Ali anfwer- 




counfel.' Then Abu Obeid, going to Otiiman, 
faid the fame words : And Otnman promifed to 
perform all* that they required. So they chofe Oth- 
man to fucceed Omar in the Caliphate, fie was ac-* 
cufed of too great partiality to thofe of his blood ; 
for he recalled Hacem Ebno'l As Eb'n Omaih, 
whom the Prophet had banifhed. He eave hiqi al* 
fo an hundred thoufand afpers, and to Abdalla Eb'n 
Chaled, he jgave forty thoufand. They taxed him 
alio with pride, in that he fat on the higheft feat of 
the prophetick throne, where none but the holy Pro- 
phet himfelf had ever fat : For Abu Becre. in re- 
verence to the Meifenger of God, fat one ftep be- 
low it, and Omar two. So that the Arabians, be- 
ing ificenfed at Othman's arrogance, and other 
vices, took, up arms and killed nim. . Then fuc- 
ceeded Ali. 

I rehearfe this hiftory to thee, that thou mayefl 
know the particular |;rounds of my diflatisfaflion, 
and give me thy opinion in this matter. For, it 
Atu iBecre, Omar, and Othman were unlawfully 
lifted to the Caliphate, it follows, that they were 
uiuipers, and Hali the only true fuccelFor of the 
Prophet. And, if this be granted, then we have 
no reafon to curfe the Perfians, who are the follow- 
ers of Hali. God knows which is in the right, we 
of they. We are all the difciples of the Prophet, 
and believe in the unity of the Divine efflence. 
God bleia Mahomet our Lawgiver, with all thofe of 

his 
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Ms lio«ife« God blefs Mahomet our glorioas Sul« 
tan : In line, God blefs thee and me« 

P^uis, i5thofthe5thMoQn9 
•f the Year 1657. 



LETTER XVL 

To Cara Muftapha, Bafla. 

BY the notices which I receive from Conftanti- 
nople, it appears that the ground of all the 
publick difcontents in that city is the Venetians 
conqueft and pofleffion of Tenedos : As if the people 
thought that ifland would prove as fatal now to the 
Mumilmans, as it was formerly to old Troy, when 
the Grecians, under the condud of Agamemnon, 
pitched their firft camp there, to recover Helena, 
the feireft woman of Greece, whom Paris, the 
Prince of Troy, had ravifhed from her huft^nd's 
embraces. 

That rape vras fatal to the Trojans : For, after 
ten 3/ears war, their cityr'was taken by ftratagem, 
and Dumt to afhes : Their Princes and Nobles either 
all flain, or carried away captives by the viftorious 
Greeks, Only^neas faved his father alive, car- 
rying him on his back out of the flames, and, with 
fome other Commanders, efcaped to fea, in fuch 
veflels as they found ready. Tne hiftory of all his 
adventures is too tedious for a letter* Suffice it to 
fay, that, after many vovages from one region to 
another, at laft he landed in Italy, whereTie and 
his company fettled. And frorh them the Vene- 
tians, with other people of Europe, derive their ori- 
ginal. 

It is this makes the prefent pofleffion of Tenedo^ 
appear as an ill omen, in the eyes of the fuperftt- 
tious : As if thoft relicks of ancient Troy were now 
come to recover the habitations of their fathers, and 
drive both Greeks and Mufiiilmans out of the empire* 
I 2 But 
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But thcfe are only chimaera's and dreams ; for, 
when a natron is owcc difptanted from the native 
feat, they feldom or never take root there again. 
Beiides, who knows whether theVenetiansdeicend 
from Troy or no ? It is true, indeed, if hittorians 
fpeak truth, that JEncds failed into Italy, two years 
after the burning of Troy: It is probable alfo, that 
he built Lavinium, as Padua is afcribed to Antenor, 
one of his CaJ^tains. But whfere is the confeouence, 
that the Venetians (hould, therefore, be the offspring 
of thefe heroick fugitives ? They may as well fay 
the French are the pofterity of the Moors, becauie 
thofe Africans once feated themfelves in Spain. Kor 
jull fo independent are the States of Italy one x>f 
another, ana their inhabitants of as different genea- 
logies, as are thefe two potent kingdoms, with the 
people that dwell in them. • 

And, now the Trojan war is in my mind, I can- 
not but fmile at the egregious folly of Ajax, the fbn 
of Telamon, This was a great Commander in the 
Grecian army, a huge, brawny, giant-like fellow, 
that had performed prodigies or ftrength and valour 
in combating with the Trojans, and yet, at laft, 
fell upon his own fword and killed himlclf, bccaufe 
he could not have his will of Ulyffes ; and all about 
an old rufty buckler taken from the enemy, which 
Ajax claimed as his right, in xeward of his merito- 
rious fervices, and of the many fears he had re- 
ceived. But Ulyfles over-ruled the Council of war 
that was called on purpofe to decide this quarrel, 
and got the fhield to hiinfelf. For, being a cun- 
ning, plaufible fellow, he pleaded, that, though the 
courage and brave aftions of Ajax deferved ail due 
honour and acknowledgment, yet the furprife of 
Troy^ and ending; of the war, were owing only to 
his wit and contrivance, who deluded the Trojans i 
with a wooden horfe, in the belly of which lay a 
detachment of armed men ; and thefe, after the 
horfe was adipitted into that city, came out of their | 
neft in the dead of the night, and let fire to the horfe, 
opening the gates alfo to the Gr eciaj^ army^ 



E 
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If the Venetians coruld invent fomc fucliftrata^ 
«in, perhaps, there would be danger of their taking; 
^onftaniinople ; but till thei^ illuftrious BafTa^ 
there is rio reafon to fear tbeife Infidels. . Beiides, it 
will be very eafy to difpoffefe them of that ominous 
iflandy zi\i fo .diflipate the charm, which has be- 
i^itched the feditious rabble. But I would counfel^ 
that it be attem|>ted in time, before the Venetians 
are got into the HelkfpN>nf with their navy : Fo> 
there is no^ fuceefe againft tbefe Infidels by fea* 
That element,, itfeems, is the wife of. t\\^ Duke ofi 
Venice,- being efpoufed with a rin^ and other fo- 
lerrm ceremonies^ on a certain feflival of the Na- 
zarenes. ... 

One would think alfo^ that the Engllfli had made 
fuccefsful love to the fea ; for their navies are always 
profperous. We have ftefh news come in of an en- 
couiiter betweea th^m.aod the Spanilh Wefl-Indi» 
fleet, near the Ifland of TencrifF, wherein there were 
feventeen of theSpanifh ihips funk and burnt,, and a* 
mong'them were hve^great galleons. They took from 
them an immenfe treafure of gold and iilver, with 
other coftly merchandife. 

The Freijch Court rejoices mightily? at this; ex- 
ploit; aQtjnany;!eal.lpve to' the £nglifh, biit inr 
hatred of the Spaniards. For between thefe twa 
nations there feems to be an irreconcileable antipa- 
thy. Befidies, the French have reafons of State for 
their joy, being in league with the Englifh Com- 
monwealth. 

That which renders this viftory the more re- 
markable, is,^ that it was obtained in a Spanifh har- 
bour, the port of Santa Crua in TenerifF. Everyr 
one extols, the Englifh Commander for a.very brave 
pertbn ; his name is Blake. I am the more partieu— 
lar in this relation, becaufe thou art expert in ma- 
fine af{ai^s, having bad the Command, of the invin-' 
cible Ottoman armado. 

There is a poft newly come in from Germany;, 

iB^ho informs us, that the King of Sweden an* 

.1 3 Prince: 
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Prince Ragadki have taken the Rrong fort of 
Brzcki Litcnflu from the King of Pdaod. 
. The Pbrtueuefe Ambaflador at this Couit prelies 
the King with much earneAne& to fend aids to his 
Mafier, in regard the Spaniards are a£hially entered 
into Portugal, and have taken Olivenna, a city t>i 
that kingdom. 

. I formerly acquainted the Miniften of the Di vaji , 
that the King of Spain had caufed all the people of 
his kingdom to be numbeied : Now I teU thee far«» 
ther, that, in order to tarry on the war eiSs&ually 
aeainft Portugal^ this Monarch has commanded the 
finh man in ever^ &mily to take up arms, and fol* 
low the campaign. At which rate, they fay, he will 
have an hundred thouiand men in the neld. 

In the mean time, all the difcourfe here at prefent 
is concerning the fiegeof Montmeli^ averyilrong 
place in Flanders^ It was invefted by -the Frmch 
army, on tbe x itb of this moon, undet die command 
of the Marshal de la Ferte Seneterre. 
. France has fent a great many brave Generals into 
the£e}d this fummer; and I perceive theBafia's of 
the Ottoman empire are not nke to tarry at home. 
God infpire thee land thy equals with a refolution 
which knows no medium between vi&ory and a glo-; 
rious death. 

• Palis, t^thofd)e6tkMo«l, 
of the Year 1657. 



LETTER XVII. 
. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew» at Vienna. 

TH £ beginning of thy letter furprifed me with 
wonder, when I read that a Chiaus from the 
jSrand Si^nior,. the Sovereign of. Sovereigns, Lord 
t)f three-empires and five-and-rtwcnty.tin^doms^, 
fliQuId have the diiho^our not to find admittance 

within 
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widiin the walls of Viemu: And that in a time 
when the Gennans have bo leafon to provofce a fb* 
reim ^war, being fufficiendy emharraSol with do- 
m^ftick troubles. But when I sead^irdier. and per- 
ceived, thatnoAmbaflador, not even of the Chrif- 
tian Princes, has any more privilege at this junAure ^ 
and that it is an eirablifhed law of the empire dius> 
to reverence the Majefty of their deceafcd Sovereign^ 
and confult the fafety <^the next eledion ; I ce&a 
to refent this any longer as an indignity to our great: 
Mafter, and onw concluded it to be fome myil e iy 
of the Auftrian State. 

It is an argument of profound refytGt to the Im^ 
penal Ghoft,. that the churches are all hung with, 
mourning^duroughout the hereditary dominions, and> 
that no muiick is permitted either in the temples or 
elfewhere j no jollity or mirth, till the funeral ob- 
fequies are performed, and the body of Czfar is con^ 
figned to the plade ot its everiafting repofe. 

As to. the quarrel between the Duke of Bavaria^ 
and Prince Palatine, about the Vicariate, there is 
much to be faid on both fides : And it ought to be 
a thing indifierent to thee and me, which of diefe 
two gets the vidory. Yet, for the lake of truth, I 
will tell thee in fliort what I have colleded out o£ 
the journal of Carcoa, thy predeceflbr, and out o£ 
other memoirs as they came to my hands. 

It appears then, that, by the Golden Bull ot 
Charles IV, this dignity was declared inherent in. 
one Palatinate family, in the right of their poflef- 
fion of that principality ; and that it has been fo for 
many as^es, even before there were any Eleftors ef— 
tablifhed in the empire.. It is upon this ground thcr 
prefent Eledlor Palatine claims it. But^ on the other 
fide, itismanifeft that, when Maximilian /the fa* 
ther of the prefent Duke of Bavaria, was inveftcd' 
with the Eleftoral dignity, it was inferted in the Im- 
perial Bull, that the vicegerency of the empire,. 
during an interregnum, fhdl henceforth belong" to- 
that family. Yet this grant was again difannuiled 
by thi? late gacification «t Munfter. And fo the 
14^ hufinds. 



x^^ LETTERS WRIT BY 

bufinefs is left in difpute between thefe two fami- 
lies. He of Bavaria trufts to his ftrength and nclxes, 
beijifl: alfo backed by the ecclefialtick Princes ; 
whilit the other only confides in the iuftice of his 
eaufe^ the right of unqucftionable inheritance^ 

Leaving, therefore, thefe Grandees to profecute 
their fevcral clsums, I will tell thee what makes the 
ftefheft noife in this city is an attempt which the 
Prince of Conde lately made on the town of Calais, 
a fea-port of this kingdom. He had received cer- 
tain intelligence, that the Governor had fent out- 
the beft part of the garrifon, to fortify Ardres, a 
place not far from Calais, and fu{»Dofed to be in 
great danger j upon this news the rrince marched 
with grleat expedition, defiening to furprife Calais 
by night. But he was dilcovered before he came 
near them: and' the inhabitants, taking up arms, 
appeared on the walls and ramparts to welcome him, 
fo that he was forced to retire again with the lofs of 
near a thoufand men. 

Here are two men come out of England, who pre- 
tend to be Prophets, foretelling the downfal of the 
Pope, whom they call Antichrift, abeaft, a dragon, 
and 1 know not how many other titles. One of 
them is gone to Rome to tell the Holy Father to his 
face what is like to bcfal him. The French Court 
looks upon them as madmen ; and nobody can ef- 
teem them better if they go to Rome, where they 
will infallibly fall into the nands of the Inquiiition, 
which, thou knoweft, is a hell upon earth. Thy 
brother Adonai felt the fmart of it, only for two or 
three words uttered in contempt of their religion ^ 
and, though he was not condemned to death, yet he 
fufFered a tedious iraprifonment ; till, atlengtn, the 
plague releafed him both from that, and the change 
of this mortal life. 

Nathan, if he had died by the ftroke of the exe- 
cutioner, or by fire, the common death of thofe who- 
rail at the Roman faith, I could not pronounce him 
a Martyr, unlefsit were-to his own folly and rafh- 
nefc-i fince he was not placed there to make profe- 

fytes. 
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lytes, cither, to the law of Mofes, or Mdiomet ;. 
but to penetrate into the fecret tranfatlxons of the 
Folloiverd of Jefas. 

Xhy bufinefs is the fame at Vienna : Purfue that: 
with alacrity, and. God fhalLprote^l. thee from alL 
adverfity. 

Paris» 9th Qf^e ytli Meoi^. 
of. tbp ¥^€^.1657. 



LETTER XVIIL 
T9 Melee Amet.. 

I Welcome thy return to the eartK again : For- it 
appears,, by thy letter, that thoii haft been in the 
other world. It were to be wiflied thou wouldeft 
favour the living with a journal of thy travels and 
obfervations among the dead.. Thofe regions of fi- 
ience would aiFprd matter of noife enough to mor- 
tals, thatare alway^s greedy^of foreiganews. Per- 
haps, if. thou, wouldefl' communicate the remarks 
thou hafl made. during. that ramble- of thy foul, we 
might find'out fomc method of correfpondence be- 
tweenour world and that invifible ftate. We might 
contrive away to fend difpatches to our friends, and: 
to receive thek anfwers. again; or, at leaft, we 
might make fome uieful dilcoveries.in.that empire 
of fhadows,.. 

But, tell 'me feriouflyf Dbft thou think it was any^' 
more, than a trance or dream that has happened tO' 
thee? Such as frequently fall out in melancholy; 
eonftitutions ? I once informed Cara Hali the phy* 
iician of fuch an accident as this, not far frorat 
Paris« It was of a man that had lain five and thirty 
hours as dead in all human 2q:)pearance, anc^fo gi.ven 
over by the phyiicians : Yet, after that period, he 
recovered his».fenfes. again, ahd told itrang^ things 
tCLthofe that were about him. Surely, theie are hue 
I 5 . {lumbers » 
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flumbcis of the foul ; and death itfelf is bat a deep^ 
er fleep, when it ciufes the diflblution of the body. 
Doubtlefs, men awake again in fome other ai£Hve 
ftate. For, as a flame of lire is equally difpqfed to 
imbody itfelf in the fat of fleih or ftOi, in oil, wax, 
fulphur, or any proper vehicle ; and> as foon as it 
is extinguiihed in one, will readily tranflate itfelf to 
all the reft, if they be withifi the iphere of its a£H- 
vity (as the Weftern philofopher fpeaks) fo is the 
fpirit or flame of life suways m a poihire of tranfmi- 
ftration,. For aught we know, he that is a King 
Uiis hour may be a peacock the next, and, within 
a kw dayS) lerved up at his fucceflbr'fr table as a 
royal diih. 

But, not to infift too much on thefe fecrets, I will 
relate to thee a paflage not unlike that thou haft ex* 
perienced« 

It is recorded in the writings of an authentick 
pen, the manufcript of an ancient Arabian, that 
Ar Rafliid, Emperor of the Faitfafol^ had many 
famous phyficians about him ; among the reft,, he 
highly efteemod Saleh Eb'n Nahali, an Indian, for 
recovering one of his near kinfinen out of fuch a 
condition as I fuppofe thou haft been in. That 
kinfnum was very dear to the Emperor, who was 
iitting at a feaft^ when news was broufffat him that 
he was dead. The Emperor, extremely troubled to 
hear this, burft forth into tears, and caufed the ta- 
ble to be taken away. Then Taafer Eb'n YAhya^ 
one of his confld^its, mimediate^ defined that Saieb^ 
the Indian phyfician, might vifit the c<Hpfe of his 
dead relation ; who went accordingly* and^ havine 
felt his pulfe, and confidercd him well, he returned 
to the Emperor, and £iid, * Ceafe to mourn, my 
^Lord, Commander of ^e Faithful: For« if this 

* man be dead, and I do not reftore him to lite agatn^ 

* may I be divorced from ail my wives ibr ever/ 

He had fcarce made an end of faying this, when 
a fecond difpatch came to the Emperor from thoie 
who were about his kinfman, afiunng him that be 

Wiis really depairtod this life 

Then 
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Then Al' Rafliid began to curfe the Indians and 
their ignorance. But aaleh pcrfiftcd in his affer- 
tion, crying out with great vehemency, *Be not. 

* incredulous, O Emperor of the Faithnil, nor fuf- 

* fer thy kinfman to be buried, till I have been writh: 

* him again : For,, affuredlY," he is not dead ; I will 

* ihcw you fomething that is admirable.* Al' Ra- 
fliid, pacified with thefe words, took Saleh along, 
jnxh him to vifit the fuppofed dead perfon.. 

As foon as they came into the chamber, the In- 
dian took a needle and thruft between the nail an£ 
the flcfli of his left thumb. Then the intranced 
fnatched up his hand toward his mouth.. At which. 
Saleh cried out, * Now, myXord^ comfort yourfelf y, 

* for dead men ufe not to fc fenuble of pain.' Af- 
ter this, he blew up a powder into his nofe, upon? 
which, in a few minutes, the patient fneezed 5 and^. 
fitting upright in his bccL fpoke to Al* Rafliid, kif- 
fmg alfo his hand. The Emperor afking him, * How 
*he found himfelf?* He replied, ^Benefaftor ofi 

* mankind, I have been in the fweeteft fleep thafe 

* ever I remember fell on me in my life. Only £ 

* dreamed that a dog came and bit me by my left 
f' thumb, the pain of which waktd me.* With that 
he (hewed him die mark of the needle and the blood,, 
adding, ' Surely^ it was no dream, but a iiruth, for 

* J feel it yet.' The Emperor was extremely pleafed' 
with his Indian phyiician, and did him great ho- 
nour. His kinfman alfo^ whofe na^e was Ibrahim,., 
lived many years after this, and was made Governor 
of Egypt, where he died, and was buried. 

The Eaftern phyficians have been famous in alL 
a|;es, and are now much in . «fUem amoilg the 
Franks, whoaddi^ thcmfelves to ftudy the fciences : 
Here are fome very iearned phyficians in thefe parts, 
and not a few ignorant ones, who ierve as foils to^ 
fet ofF.the luftre and.feme of the others. Every pro- 
Vtnte and city of Pfar.ce fwarm with them ; ancL 
they all .find employment either to kill or cure. 
The Nazarenes live v^ry in temperately, and fall in^ 
to abundance 6f diftafc*. whereof the Eaft is whol- 
L6 ly 
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ly ignorant : Therefore it is neceflfarjr for th^fiT to 
be well ftocked with phyAcians.: Yet it was fatyri- 
cally obferved by a certain French Lord, that, in a 
town not far from his palace, the iohabitants were 
all healthy long-lived men, till a certain empirick 
came and took up his refidence there j for then they 
began to fickcn and die apace. But this may be an 
Invidious remark. The Arabian proverb fays, ' No 
^ man is a good phyfician, but he that is born fuich i' 
Meaning that fome are naturally difpoied and fitted 
to this fciencc. Indeed, I have known admirable 
cures perfonned by men who never ftudicd in aca- 
demies, or could anfwer three queftions in anatomy ; 
nay, fome women have a gift of this nature, aiid 
are very fortunate in their pra£bices. But, when all 
is done, the beafts are moft happy, who are all their 
own phyfiqians by inftind. 

Melee, I wifli thee fuch a ftate of health as needs 
no medicines : But, if it be thy misfortune to fall 
into Parmenides's indifpofition, I counfel thee to 
make ufc of the advice given him by a philofopher ; 
who, when Parmeuides complained of a pain m his 
ftomach, and afked his advice, bid him uic fuch and 
fuch confedions and eleftuaries ; The other replied^, 

* He had made trial of them all, and many more^ 

* yet found no eafe. ' * Theii,* faid the philofopher,^ 

* turn poet, for they generally have goold ftomachs/ 

Paris 9tfa of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1657, 



LETTER XIX. 
To the Kaimacham. 

Couriers upon couriers are come to this city 
with the joyful hews that Montmeli is furren- 
dej5cd to the French : For which the whole body of 
the Parliament, and the city of Paris, the Chancel^ 

/Jor 



A SPY AT PAHIS. i8f 

lor of the kingdom, with Cardibal Antonio Barbe* 
rini and all the ecclefiafticks, went to the grand 
mofque, ortemple, where Te Deum was fung^this 
afternoon, with a pompous folemnity. And now, 
-vrhiUd I am writing, tfiere is fuch a confufed noiie 
of great guns, ringings of bells, and (houts of people^ 
that one would ^ink it were enough to wake the 
-very dead, and make them (hurt from their graves t6 
inquire what is the matter. 

The truth of it is, this place is counted one of the 
ftrong^ in Europe, and the inhabitants were not 
infenlible of it when they made their conditions of 
honour with the King. And therefore we need not 
wonder at the exceffive ioy of the French. 
. When the keys were delivered to the King by the 
Deputies of the town, one of them, hi the name of 
the reft, made this following addrefs : 

^ Sire, We fliould have had juft reafbn to com* 
*. plain of fortune, and accufe ourfehres of cowardice,. 

* if we had furrendered this impregnable fortrefs to 
^ die arms of a Prince lefs glorious and puifiant than 

* your Majcfty : Since our very walls are of fuffi^ 
^ cient ftrength to defend us, without taking up 
^ arms, a^inft a power inferior to yours. But, in 

* regard it is the will of Heaven, that we muft 
' chan^^eour Mafter, we rejoice to fall into the handi 
^ of fo invincible and generous a Monarch ; and we 

* hope. Sire, that your Majcfty will fhew us the 

* more favour, for having ufcd our utmoft efforts 
^ to conferve an inviolable fidelity to the Catholict 

* Kin^, who but ycfterday was our Mafter.* 
This was fpoken with io graceful an adion, and 

fuch a becoming franknefs, that the King, being 

mightily pleafed with them, made them this anfwer : 

'^Yes, I fliall always remember that your con- 

* ftancy deferves my efteem. And now, confider- 

* ing you as my fubje£ts, I will beftow fuch privi- 

* leges on this city as fliall oblige vou to manifeft 

* no left courage and zeal for my ifervice than you 
< luve done for the Catholick King/ 

And; 
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Anir to evidence that he has eqoal fthdments c^ 
gratitude and efteem for his Officers, by vrhofe cou- 
ra^ and condudl this important place is come an-* 
der his obedience, the King has bellowed the Go- 
vernment of it on the Lieutenant-general of bis ar-. 
mies, who was prefent at the (lege, and was (hot in 
feven places of nis body. They call him the Nlar- 
quis of Vandi. He has jTgnali&d his valour in fix- 
teen ileges and battles, being marked all over iwicb 
/cars, the glorious charadlerifticks of an inde&taga- 
We and fortunate Hero. \ 

It is fit the Divan ihould be informed of all fuch 
paiTages ; not to inftru£t them what to do in the like 
cafes (for they are perfeSly wife) but that thefc ex- 
amples may be regiftered sis fpurs to virtue and mag- 
nanimity of fpirit. For it cannot be fuppofed, that 
the Emperor of the True Believers mil come £hort 
of thefe Infidel Kings, in rewarding his fkithful and 
undaunted (laves. 

' Marfhal de Ferte Seneterre has alio had his fhare 
in the caredes and acknowledgments of the King^ 
and the whole Court. ' '- 

This fuccefs has given a great damp to the Spa^ 
niards^ who begin to retire a$ faft as tiiey can front 
the nei^hbourh^xl of the French armies. On the 
other ude^ thefe are full of vigour and brifk refolu- 
.tions, refolving not to end mt campaign without 
Xome farther attempts in Flanders> 

They creep by degrees into the very heart of that 
province, which is very like to be the ftage of war, 
lb long as the King of Spain has ode town left ift 
it. . It is a very rkn country, aboimding in all the 
defirable productions of nature. And the people 
are very induflrious to learn and improve wniitib<» 
ever is profitable in art. All their unhappinei^ liqi 
in this, that they are not able toproted themfdves, 
and fubfift independent of one or other of the ntigh- 
.l>ounng Crowns. So that, whenever thofe Sove* 
reigns tall out, the(S^ poor people are miferably op*- 
prefiTed with armies ; aodj i^ this cafe, their frvsmdi 
many times give them as much trouble as their ene- 
mies. 
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mies. Nay, it is diffictth to determine whicli are 
d&eir enemies, and which their friends. For t» 
Whatfoever Mafter they are fubjeft, he drains theit 
coffers of money by taxes and contributiont, beiidca^ 
the intolerable vexation of quartering unruly foldiers^ 
"who commit a thoufand infbknces unpuniihed. 

Poland is at this time in a bad condition, betweeiv 
the armies of Sweden, Auftria, Brandenburgh, Muf* 
covy, Tranlylvania, and the forcea of King Cafimirr 
The fon of the deceafed Emperor has fent a great 
army to the aid of that unfortunate Monarch, and 
it is confirmed on all hands, that they have laid 
fiege to Cracow; wbilft his Ambaflador is nego* 
tiatingwith the !Ele6lor of Brandenburgh, to draW' 
him OT from the Swedifli interctt. This is like to 
provc^a war of long continuance, if the plague do 
not make peace, which rages in thofe parts, and de^ 
ftroys many thousands more than the fword or gunv 
The Mufcovites have combated with this dift«nper 
above thefe two years, the Grand Duke being 
forced to fly, with his army, like vagabonds, before 
this inexorable Conqueror, which gives no quarter. 
In the mean time, I hear ill news from Candia, 
where, they fay, the Muffulmans^ have, in a late 
attempt upon that city, loft above four thoufand 
men, with thirty-four enfigns, and a confiderable 
treafure. Thefe Infidels have alfo taken and de- 
ftroyed. this fummer, above thirtyr fhips of Barba- 
ry, ana as many more of Conftantinople, Smyrna, 
Aleppo, Scan<i(eroon, &c. On board of one of 
which they feized the yearly revenue which comes 
to the Grand Signior from Scandcroonj and out of 
another they have taken ^he revenue of Rhodes, 
killed a thoufand True Believers, took half that 
number captives, and releafed abundance of Chrif- 
tian flaves : In a word, they have taken, out of the 
feveral veilels which fell into their hands, an im- 
m'enfe treafure of filver, gold, and precious ftones. 
Thefe continual fuccellcs of the Nazarenes would 
tem|>t one to think, that this war yras uiy uftly com- 
menced by Sultan Ibrahim, and tbereiore unhap^ 

piir 
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pily carried on by his glorious AiccQflbr. Sultan Ma*r 
hornet. Pardon the cffeA of melancholy, benign 
Miniftcr^ if it be a crime to thisk, that the Creator 
of all things is angry with thofe who violate their 
Tolemn word and oath. Thou knoweft the whole 
ftory of this war, and the firil occafions of it. I 
fey no more. 

They have a proverb Kere In th.eWeft, * That 
• the voice of the people is die voice of Qod/ And, 
though I approve not the practice of thofe who 
make ufe or this popular aphorifm to foment (edi- 
tions in a ftate, yet I cannot but own there is a 
great deal of reaion in it, and it may be verified in 
uieprefent circumftances of Conftantinople. 

Thou obferveft that the foldlers are mutinous, and 
unwilling to ferve any longer in this unjfortunate 
war. Thou findeft the merchants^ and, in ^ne- 
tal, all forts of p^ople^ difcontented and factious*. 
The avenues to that fan£luaiy of the world are 
blocked up by the Venetians j io that neither corn^ 
nor other neceflary provifions, can be brought to fup- 
ply the wants of fo many hundred thoufands of 
people. In a word, thou leeft the publick calami- 
ties have made them almoft de(perate ; they care not 
what they do : Peace with theChrittians is the word 
every-wbexe,. or elfe each' impertinent .mechanick 
will prefage ruin to die Ottoman empire. 

May God inlbire thee and the other Miriifters of 
the Divan, in this calenture of the State, to apply 
fuch remedies a3 may prevent the inconveniencies of; 
a domettick war^ which is always more fatal to>ai 
government than a foreign invaiion. 

P^ 17^1 of the tthMooOji 
rftbc Year. 1657^, 
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L E T T E R XX. ' 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew, at Vienna. 

NOW thougiveft me fome foKd hopes of a 
convert. Thy letter has raifed my expe6^a- 
tion, (ince it is not penned in a ttyle full of fcruplct 
and infignificant doubts, which would be endlefs : 
Nor yet does it favour of hypocrify and diflimulati-* 
on, as if thou intendeft only to mock me and my 
faith, and ftill continue thyfelf an Iniide]. But it z^ 
bounds with very fair conceffions, articles of reafon 
and honour on thy fide ; only expe£iing from me a 
true and authentick account of our holy Prophet's 
life, and of the miracles which can be produced in 
confirmation of his prophetick office. Thou wouldeft 
Tain fee if any thing happened of this kind to the 
Mcffenger of God, parallel to die ftupendous won- 
ders which recommended Mofcs your Law-giver t6 
the world, as the undoubted oracle of Heaven. 
• I proteil there is no fault to be found in this de- 
mand ; For it is but reafon, that he whoaffumes the 
chara<fter of a Prophet fhould be diflinguiOied from 
impoftures by fome evident ligns and wonders : Yet 
it is neediefs to make an exaS parallel^ becaufe the 
occalions of Mofes's miracles were difFerent^rom 
thofc of Mahommed, the feal of the Prophets. Your 
Law-giver had a comminion, and power given him to 
work miracles, when he pleafed : Whereas ours de- 
clared, that he was not fent to work miracles, but to 
preach the unity of the Divine cfien«c, the refurrec* 
tion of the deacl, the joys of Paradife, and the tor- 
ments of the damned. 

Yet, left the unbelieving world fhould doubt the 
truth of his miffion, froltn his veiy birth, his life 
was graced with many fupernatural favours. His 
mother bore him without the leaft pain of body or 
mind -, and, as foon as he breathed the vital air, he 
fpoke with an audible voice, faluting his mother, 
and adding, I profefs there is only oneGbd,and that 
I am his Apoftle; He v^as alfo circumcifed by. nan 

ture. 
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Cure, coining into th« world Without his prepuce. At 
the fame hour, the devils were forbid to afcend a- 
bovc the orb of the moon j and four voices were 
heard from the four comers of the fquare temple i 
The firft iaying, * Prochdm. the truth is rifen, and 
^ all lyars ihall turn into hell/ The fecond uttering^^ 

* Now is born an Apoftle of your own nation, %nd 

* the Omnipotent is with him.' The words of the 
%hird were, * A book full of illuftrious light is fent 

* you from God.' And the fourth voice was heard 
to iay, * 'Q Mahomet, wc have fent thee to be a Pro- 
phet^ ApoiUe, and guide to the world ! 

. When he was ateut four years old, accompany- 
ing the fons of his nurfe into the field, the bleiled 
child retired into a cave, at the foot of the mountain 
Uriel to pray : When the archangel Gabriel appear- 
ed to him, and faid, ^ Bifmillai rrahmani rrahimi^ 

* &c. In the name of God, companionate and mer- 

* ciful, O child greatly beloved, I am fent to di£- 

* plant from thy heart the root of evil i for thy ej^-^ 
! culations made the gates of Paradife to flv open/ 
The young rcfigned one fiiid, ' The will of tny Lord 

* and mine be done*' Then the angel opened his. 
breaft with a razor of adamant, and, taking out his 
heart, fc^ueezed from it the black contagion which 
was derived from Adam : And. having; put the child's, 
heart in his place again, he bieiTed him, and retired 
to the inviiihles. 

- From that time the young favourite of Heaven 
grew up and proiper^d in ^1 things, having the 
Imiles of God ahd mah. He was under the tuition 
of his uncle Abu Takb, who, difcerning the marie of 
an immenfe foul in his youn§ nephew, was more foU 
licitous for his welfare than if he had been his fon. 
His fortune being low in the world, he had no other 
way to provide tor his illuftrious charge, than by 
placing him as a fador to Chadijah, a widow of the 
lame tribe with Mahomet, which was the nobleil a« 
mong the Arabians. Befides, fhe was very beautiful' 
and rich : And there wanted no hopes,, that in tlme^ 
ihe might become Mahomet's wife. 

That 
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That whtdi chiefly encoaragcd them to Hus was 
a vifion.of Chadijah) every-whei^ talked of in tbofe 
Darts. For (he Iiad divufgcd it herfdf, Umz before 
M^ahomet became her fi:rvanty or his uocle oad any 
droughts of thas difpofing of him. ^ The Sun 
*" Teemed to leave his heaven and come down to her 
*' houfe^frmn whence he difperfed his beams througk 
*" Arabia, Egypt, Perfia, and, in fine, chronghoiiS 
^ the whole earth.* This vifion had made a deq» 
Impreffion on the mind of Chadijah, and flie coula 
not reft, till ihe had told it to a cdtain famous fiige 
in thofe parts, who had great (kill in aftrology and 
pther myfterious (ciences, and was celebrated for the 
integrity of his manners. As fooii as he heard the 
contents of her vifion, he faid, ^ In the name of 
^ God, O widow, enter into thj bath, and prepare 
^ thyfelf with the neceflary purificamons: For thou 
t (halt Ihortly be married to the greateft Prophet in 
'• the world/ And when (he afted the aftrologer, 
^ What was the country, tdbe, andnameof ner 
^ next hulband ;' he told her,. ' He was an Aratrian 
^ of Mecca, of the tribe of the Coret's, and that 
^ his name was Mahomet/ 

' As yet' die prophetick widow knew nothing of 
the nephew of Abu Taleb. But thou mayeft ima- 
gine £he felt ftrange paffions, when his uncle after^ 
wards reconimended him to her (ervice ; and (h< 
knew that be was the man in whom the aftrologer's 
chara&er was verified, as to his country, tribe, and 
name. For Mahomet was the fon of Abdalla, who 
defcended from the Bani Afckim, who were the no- 
bleft family in the tribe of the Corei*s. Who can 
exprefs her fentiments, when (he faw the beautiful 

Jouth tnaking his firft addrefies to her as an humble 
ave, whom liie believed Heaven had ordained for 
the Jjartner of her bed ! With what a grace and be- 
coming modefty did he receive the lait inftrudlons 
and farewel of his parting uncle ! However, ft»e 
concealed her tranfports, and fent her beloved (lave 
with a caravan into Syria, allowing him a noblo' 
penfioB. ... 

la 
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In that journey there happened fomething very 
remarlcible in honour of the admirabk young man. 
For at a certain place on the road, as he waited orx 
the Captain of the caravan to a fynagogue of ihjc 
Jews, no fooner had Mahomet fet his foot over thie- 
threfhold of the fynagogue, but all the lamps there- 
in were loofened from their cha'ns, and fell down on 
the floor. All thofeof thy nation that vr^e prefent^ 
being aftonifhed at the. portentous accident, fell aC 
the rect of the Rabbies, defiring their advice in this- 
amazing circumttance. They, having performecJ 
the accuftomed ceremonies and expiations, anfwer- 
cd, *- It is revealed in the traditions of the Seniors^ 

* That, at what time foever an Arabian,'called Ma- 
' homet, fhould be prefent at our folemnities, God- 
' fhould remove the candlefticks out of their places, 
'. It is therefore moft certain, that fuch a one is now 
*. among us j let him not efcape our hands, left re- 

* proach and contempt come on Ifrael.V But be- 
hold, whilft they were bufy in fearching for the 
caufe of this prodigy, two angels conveyed Ma- 
homet to Mecca, where he foon after married Cba« 
dijah. 

- It were eafy to recount many more ttiiracles in 
the life of the Prophet ; fuch as that of the cloud 
overfliadowing himy .the eagles perching on his. 
head when he was afleep ; the trees and ftones pro- 
claiming him the ApoiiJe of God. And, if I were 
to make parallels, Ithink the ftupendous defcerit 
which the moon made, at the prayers of the divine 
Meflenger, comes not far fhort of that celebrated' 
diforder on Mount Sinai, when your law was^ deli- 
vered by Mofes, 

If thou requireft undoubted teftimcaies for the 
truth of this miracleon our fide, offer fomething that 
is unqueftionable on thy own. We both equally con- 
fide in the different records of our nations, jvhich 
were penned by men as liable to temptations and 
errors of all forts as thou and I, and aH that believe 
what they write. Therefore, unlefs.thou canft flart 
fprae more infallible authority, or prove the. eternal 
' and 
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sand univedal dbligations of your law,~ than I can. 
to xhe contrary, tboa lieft under a inanifeilrdifad-i 
v;'fitage ; fincel profefs, with bur holy Prophet and 
all the MufTulmans, that the Alcoran contains no- 
thing repugnant to the law of Mofes,. but is onlv a 
more perfect and complete idea of the Divine will : 
And mat, as Mofes was the Lawgiver of the Tons of 
Ifaac, fo Mahomet was the Apoftle of the fons of 
Ifmael, and the feal of all the Prophets. 

Ufe thy own reafon, and rather be of ho reh'gion. 
than in the number of thofe to whom it ihall be (aid 
at the laft day, ^ Drink, ye worfliippers of Ozair, 
' and be damned for ever. 

Paris, loth of the 9th Moon, 
of die Year 1657. 



LETTER XXL 

To Dichieu Huflcin, Bafla. 

TH E R £ has been a mighty quarrel of late be- 
tween the French and Spanim Ambaflfadors at 
the Hague about precedency. The occafion wa« 
this : One evening the French Ambaflador was riding 
in a coach, in a place where the Spanifh AmbaiTa- 
dor met him in another coach, and, Doth ftriving foir 
the upper hand, they met with their horfe's heads 
one againft another, and fo flood ft ill. There was 
prefently a tumult of people gathered about them : . 
And, the French being more refpeSed, many Gen* 
tlemcn came in to his fide with fwords and pittols ; 
and all things feemed to portend a combat, feut the 
Magiftrates, having notice of this difturbance, fent 
fome of the guards to keep the peace, and to defend 
the Ambafladors from any attempts of the rabble. 
In the mean while, fe vera! great Lords walked to 
and fro between the Ambafladors, propofing expe- 
dients of accommodation : But, it being at the very 

juncture 
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junfbire when the French Ambaflador had received 
the news of the furrender of Montmeli, he would 
not in the leaft yield to any terms. So that, at the 
laft, the Spaniard was forced to drive out of me way, 
thinking it a matter of fui&dent triumph, that he 
kad ftq^ped the French Ambaflador fo lone. 

There is a poft come in from Denmark, which 
brings news of die total deftrudion of Itzciiow by 
foe. This was a town belonging to the Danes,'aiid 
was fired by the King of Sweden's order. T'he 
Danes axe very unfortunate of late years : they make 
90 figure in Europe. There is a period fet to the 
grandeur of every kin^om and ftate, and the Danes 
were once very viSorious and formidable 3 but now 
their monarchy declines apace, to make way for the 
riling luftre ot the Swedes. 

By fea the Dunkirkers make a great noife : They 
have lately taken from the French twenty merchant- 
vefiels.*and from the EoglKh near half that number ; 
but, ir they have not better fortune than their neigh- 
bours^ the French will take their city irom them ere 
long. Every campaign makes a fair advance towards 
it. Ifent an account already to the Kaimacham of 
Ae furrender of Montmeli, one of the moft impor- 
tant places in Chriftendom. Now I acquaint thee, 
that S. Venant, which has not fo great a charader, 
yet confiderable enough, yielded upon articles. This 
was done on the 28th of the laft moon. At this rate 
the French priefts will have little dfe to do, but to 
ling Te Deum for their repeated fuccefles and vic- 
tories. 

From Portugal we hear that Court, to fecure 
themfclves the better againft the Spaniards, have 
ient to implorie the affiftance of Morocco and Fez, 
which is much cenfured among the Nazarenes. 
Others fay they are only meffengers gone to buy up 
all the horfes tney can get in that country. 

In the mean while the King of France is taking 
all the politick mcafures he can for the empire of the 
Weft. His Ambafladors in CJermany appear with 
% magnificent train of three hundred men ; and they 

ftylc 
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IMe their Mafter ' His moft Chriftian Maieftf » 

* King of France and Navarre, Sovereign Princo 

* in Oermajiy and Italy ;* which laft i$ Ipoked upon 
as a fair ftep to the title of Emperor. > 

The Councils of the German Court are not a 
little difturbed to hear that our invincible forces are 
approaching towards the confines of Hungary. It 
wQl put fome ft<^ to the defigned election, fie- 
fides, they cannot agree among themfelves about a 
Succeflbr. 

The Queen Chriftina of Sweden is come back 
again into this kingdom, being frighted outof I^y 
a fecond time by the return of the plague. 

There is a war commenced between the city of 
Munfter and the Bifhop of that place ; fo that Ym 
has laid a formal fiege to it^ and pntEss them very 
clofe. 

AH this is of no fuch importance as the news that 
I receive from Conftantinople, which afliires me« 
that the MuiTulmans have retaken the ifles of Te-r 
nedos and Lemnos, though with fome lofs of men^ 

I wiih they could as ealily drive the Venetians out 
of the Archipelago, and then the Imperial city 
would have no longer reafon Co complain for 
want of bread, 

Paris, lodi of the 9^ Moao, 
ofdieVeari657. 



LETTER XXIL 
To Dgnet Oglou, 

IKnow not what is the maitter, bat moft of my 
friends are of late erov^ ftrange to me. They 
write but feldom, ana then their letters are full of 
feferves, as if they fufpe£ked my integrity : Or, be^ 
caufe that I am commanded to inform the Divaa 
4>f all crimiaal pra&ices, therefoi:e they are afraid 
S t* 
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to communicate their fentiments with the fame 
freedom as formerly, though on themes no ways 
belonging to the Ifate, but purely, fpeculative, and 
die common difcourfe of all fcnfible men. Are you 
become more morofe and rigid at Conftantinople 
than you were twenty years ago ? In thofe days, I 
remembef it was common, in the publick CofFee- 
Hans, for Muflulmans, Greeks, Curds, and Frank ^9 
or men of any other religion, to meet together and 
vent their thoughts with liberty : No man beings 
willing to be ftigmatifed with the charafter of a 
clown for taking offence at another's faith, though 
different from his own. 

It was then efleemed a point of galjantry to fa- 
rmirthe Chriftians of all fe£ls, and let them talk 
and zA as they pleafed, provided they blafphemed 
not God or nis Prophet. And they themfelves 
itrould have condemned any of their own party, who 
ihould have been guilty of fuch an immorality and 
affront to the eflablifhed religion of the MufTulmans, 
and the general fenfe of mankind. 

But why then is the fame liberty retrenched now, 
and that among MuiTulmans who are intimate 
friends? Is it not now as lawful for us to converfe 
with one another by letter, or any other way, as it 
was then to enter into dialogues with Infiaels ? I 
would not encourage to imitate the bold and pro- 
phane efforts of their wit, who deny the being of a 
God, or utter blafphemies againfl his Meffenger : 
The whole univerfe is an irrefragable teftimony of 
an Ete nal and Omnipotent Nature : And the Al- 
coran is an evident proof of the fan(Slity and indif- 
penfable commifljon of our holy Lawgiver. Bait I 
nope it is no crime to enter into fpeculations of 
things liable to controverfy. At leafl, I will ven- 
ture to difclofe to thee my thoughts, who art the 
moft agreeable of all my friends. I tell thee, my 
dear Dgnet, it appears to me ridiculous, apd like 
the quarrels of c^iildren, forMufTulmans to wrangle 
about mere trifles in religion, and that the refigned 
€o<jod Aould be zealous for the whimiies of mem 

One 
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One i^arty -klievies the idkooaa is eternal ;. another 
fays, it is created. In my Qpiaion^ tber are botk 
abfurd aiIections« The iirfty becaufe men it wiU 
follow thatthercaie|nore Eternals thait one, which 
is a fair -ftep- to ^Lytheifin^und idolalsiiy : The &"- 
eoiid is onlyjan tna^r oprie^ of ipecch ; for we da 
mot tt£ualLy-£iky of any.wfilmg, that it is ore^tedlut 
pesincdi« 

I caneafily believe the-mamfold defcentsx>f Gar-, 
fcriel from Heaven, when he brought down the hun- 
dred ^nd &ut fheets of fcience and faith. But, whe* 
ther ^dafm had only ten of thefe fheets^ or one-and«- 
twenty as fome fay ; or whether his Ion Seth had 
but twenty-nine of them, or £fty according to 
others ; is not material according to my faith. It is 
poi&ble Edris had no more nor£fs than thirty, and 
Abiaham,- our father, }isft ten c f thefe divine ma^ 
nufcripts. Of thefe we are fure, that the volume 
of the liSHWvWas fent to Mofes, thePfalnts to David, 
the Go(pel to Jefus the fon of Mary^ and the mighty 
Alcoran .to Mahomet the feal of the Pirophets. 

It iseafy for me to believe the oeleftiat pen, with 
which allthefe-manafcripts were written, to be of 
fome admiraUe fubiiance. But why it Ihould be 
made of pearls rather tbaAof dianMuids^ or any othei: 
jewels, I fee no reafon: Or that it ihoald be it 
Joarney of fifty '.years, for the fwifteff horfe in Ara- 
bia, to run from one end jol it to the other* Yet, if 
I have not feitb enough for thefe things, I will not 
be an|;ry with tbofe that have^ Let every man en- 
joy his fancy. 

But I cannot be fo indifferent when- 1 hear m«i 
tell me, that God has.a body likeours^ with- eyes, 
ears,, nofe^ hands, tongue, and all otlter members, 
and organs of life, fenle, ij%ech, and motion ; that 
he is fubjed topaffions of love, hatred, anger, grief, 
and all the affeilions that are condmon to mortals. 
Yet, thou knoweft there is a fed of Muffialmjans 
'Who believe all this, and preach it to others with 
great aflurance. What is this, but to fet up an idol 
m the place of God ? For the original of all idola- 
Vot. V. K try 
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try was the vain prefumption of men, who repre=^ 
fented the incomprehenfible Divinity under fome 
uncommon vifible figure of men or beafts. 

If we muft affign a body to pod^ it would (eem 
more rational to adhere to their opinion among the 
Sephatim, who fay his body is infinite, unctrcum- 
icribed, and beyond all form. Neither |s it of any 
import, that the Weftern philofophers aflfert it is 
«f the effence of all bodies to be cireumfcribed and 
finite. Since,, though this may be readily gi:;^inted 
true of particular b<^ies, yet mufl it ever oe denied 
ef the immenfe and uniyerlal body out of which the 
world is formed : Unlefs they will allow it unli«- 
mi ted and indeterminate unbodied fpace, which is 
more unintelligible and abfurd. Doubtlefs, if the 
eternal Mind has a body, it is expanded wide as- 
the endlefs aether,, and equally prefent in all places : 
Neither can this body be any more circumicribed, 
confined, or (hut up in any place, than the light oT 
^e fun can be reflrained within aroom, or feparated^ 
from its fource, by drawing of a curtain. For all 
the world is pervious to this infinite body, which is 
altogether indiviflble into parts, even as that which^ 
we call a fpirit. In a word, we mufl conceive it to 
be fimple and uncompounded, the finefl and fairefi; 
matter of the uni verfe. 

But, if thou wilt have my opinion, all this is infi- 
nitely too low and narrow an^ idea of that eternaF 
and mofl exalted EfTence, that intelledual beauty, 
which no mortal eye has feen, no tongue noi pen^ 
can defcribe j the Imalleft glimpfe of wiofe ineffa- 
ble Majefty, falling in the thought of holy men and 
Prophets, matches away their fouls in facred paffions 
and divine ecflafies, whilfl their bodies are in the cuf- 
tody; of the engel of death. At fuch times they are 
carried up through the feven heavens, beholding all 
the wonders, and the purple fea, which divides the 
firft heaven from the fecond. They pafs by the orFs 
where fire, hail, fnow, and thunder are prepar i 
and kept in refervatpries againft the day of calamity ; 
Ikcing guarded by fpirits of vengeance, who are cre- 
ated 
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ated to punHh Infidels. Tben they afcend to the 
fourth heaven, where dwell innumerable anuies of 
holy ones; Next to the fifth, where are the angels 
of mterceffion. Then to the ilxtb, which is the re- 
fidence of archangels, the internuncio's or mcffen- 
gersof the etcrnarMajefty. Atlaft of all they are 
introduced irita the prefence of the moft fublune Po- 
tentates and Principalities, who wait before the re- 
cefs of thc-Creator in the Heaven above all Heavens, 
whd£b heigh th tranfcends the powe* of eternai intet- 
k&s to meafure«. 

O Dgnet, when I have faid all. I can, it is no- 
thing to thepuipofe ! For no word nor. thoughts can 
reach that Infinite above all infinity. Nothing 4)ut 
pure unbodied minds can have accefs to the ikirts 
and borders of that endleis region of li|^ht. 

Therefore let us not ttretchour vain imaginationis, 
nor greedily pry into thofe fecrets which for ever fly 
from human thoughts' : But, keeping ourfelves with- 
in the bounds ofreafon and fociety, let us adore 
God, and believe his Prbphfet, obey the law of clear- 
nefs and purity,, without injuring man or beatt*; 
and that is die way, if there be any, to afcend to the 
vifion and enjoyment of th^ happinefs which at 
prefent is hid from us. 

Paris, 5th of the 1.1th Moonji 
•f thr Yearx6j7v 



LETTER XVI. 
To the Aga of the Janizaries. 



I 



\ . 



Received the difpatch coming from valorous 
___ hands, an expfefs perfumed with NarciiTus, full 
of hpuourable words, and exhibiting a command 
worthy of an Ottoman General. May the Angel of 
Fortitude conduft thee in all thy expeditions ag;ainft 
Infidels, Rebeh, and Hereticks. 

K 2 Thy 
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Thy'concqjtioxs of die prefent ftate of Sur&j^ 
Vever^ proper and lively : Vet. in fome things, fr 
18 poffiole thou haft been mifiiiformed. The aiBiiin 
•of Italy are inconfiderablo, ^ehen conimred ^virtth 
•die more important wars in* the Northi That'^uar- 
rter is at prefent the Aieatre of the moft remarkable 
4b£Uons \ yet the campaigns in Fhiiders this year 
-have made fome ndfe in the worid; 
; But all the difcourfe at prefent is of the famous 
Aegq and taking of Fredisric-Ode by the Swedes, 
This is a fortrefs belonging to the King of Den- 
•mark, and-efteemed one of the (trongeft in Europe. 
Yet it was taken b^ftorm ; wherein the E^anes loft 
tiihety-thrce principal Officers, and about three 
thouiand common foldiers ; tm'rty-three colours ; 
feventy-feven peat gmis of iron and brafs ; three 
hundred and eigfaty-two barrels of ^wdep; forty 
^oufand mufquet bullets ; fix hundreo gmnadoes:^, 
three thoufand pikes, and two thoufand two bun* 
•tired fuits of armour. 

This viftory makes the Swedes appeaf terrible tb 
:tfieir enemies ; and diey are looked ijpon as the ontjp 
-flouri(hine nation in the North, as France is in the 
Weft. Yet, to (hew thai there is no mixed happr« 
nefs here below, theiv interoft bad beOR much lef- 
fened by the defertion of theBrandenburghers, who* 
now feem to favour tl^e oMb of ' Kirig CaArnir. 

That Monarch had' an interview lately with the 
£le£tor of Brandenburg at a place called Branden^ 
"■lOui^ I Wfieretiiey'emoracecr'onc anotnef, "banotiet^ 
ted together, and Duried all the memoirs of enmity im 
^nerous com'potatioos : For this, is the way of the 
Ivtortfaern Princes of Europe, who live in fo cold a 
climate,' thoit nothing lefs than a debauch of wine- 
can thaw their frozea-fouls, and* melt them into aa 
'<dbliging humour. , 

As for the ftate of England!^ I perceive thoi» 
knoweft the charader of Onver, the new Sovereign. 
of that comtpoaw^alth. Vet I can infonn thee, 
that he begins to change his temper. There tee 
Ifcrfons iAAis Couit who gjive comunt iiueiligence 
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to the Kinff of France of al( bis fecret8« And as 
<ihe exiled iCing.t>f Scots could not fnuff a candle 
Jul a ])afion, hjxt that Ufurper had knowledge of it ; 
i« naither can Oliver have a dxoun, but lome fpite-i> 
iul Mercury cacrifis the new$ into foreign countnea* 
H^ lletp is interrupted with fiearful viiions of plots 
jand' tTBaftins affiijnft his life ; which makes him 
•.change hi^ bediive or fix times a night. They hj 
Ik tt metamoiphofed from a bero.taa pecfeA coW'- 
aadi. And tfa}s is^ notthezcpqrtof themultitude). 
wfaQtafcctbfQga upon, truft.; hut it is tie fjioEt of 
^he French Grandees who wifl^well tu the l^nof 
j&eliit0>nuudeied:£nriilh King* 

I muft be inceufaur in my method of writings tbat 
2jaay.oUigc ih& wi|fa. nuli|aq^ cemacka. A moas 
;ygtit:uly acooimtrf the ftaim of FjEederickKrOde 
4^ juft «nn&tOi myLhands, wheesia we. are affitred^ 
eUbrkidas.tabn.atihefii%ajaolt^ wfaiahmushre. 
^kiumk taidis JicaHour of Gi^ietali WlLaa|^e i sojSi 
4hzt the Crown-IiA»flalb£ Dchaiark^ with maw 
fi ftHi l tt i i andfisa^dbeay' fjf^ by^theed^nf theiiivorcL 
MtAltask tiAftthflufiod'capiivea wese dst'eea yokfii 
~~ coodhbal^beafta) a& ak.augoleBtataDii of the 

Tnou wilt not be difpleafedait the Kstk cphecrnQe 
.and order of theie memoirs, cpnfiderine that it fuits 
well enough with the fubjWi'fef Twm^, al»<Jsii- 
pagne, as the French fay, and fo^am bbhged t6en* 
tertain thee with broken detachments of news, from 
feveral parts, as occafion offers. 

The Spaniards are ftark mad for the lofs of Mar- 
dyke, which was taken by the Englifli and PVcnch 
in the 9th moon, and all the garrilon fent prifoners 
ttto Calais. They^fwea^ they will have thi^s impor- 
tant place again, whatever i* cofts them. The Prince 
of Conde lies dangeroufly ill of a fever at Ghent: 
Whilft Don John of Auftria labours under a mala- 
. -dy of another nature, being much d iftreffed for want 
of mpneY to p^ his foldiers. This is looked upon 
as a very had fymptom in a General of an army. 

'^ KS The 



£ 
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Woiddeft thou knanr wlutf the meaning of diis is i 
i will tdl thee in brief; I am ina controveziy with 
mfeU^ whiithr P had heft die or Kve. 

W onder not at the expreffion^* as if it were in anjr 
inian's newer to m^e this choice ; fuice, according 
totbO'Miifialmans^&idv.^VKe qamiot ^plea ^r re-r 
(ard llt^ moiil^ts decreedby fatC AfliiredlK^ pre^ 
deftination does not in the Jeaft interfere with what 
is called man's free-will. Every the moft volun- 
taay action of our litres cotmlief as exa£Uy with 
die i^ipointment of eternal deftiny, as the accidental 
£dl of atileoffahouie, or a more regular and con- 
iftant iieicent 4>f j»un« -^^ and»,SaiL iiF^m t^e 
^vd|. A^i'for 2LUghil Jtnpw, ^ iniajt as pff>^ 
^ily can it the me-*wni of a river to run to- 
^iraids the fea, as for a man to fmrfue the various 
currents of his own reaibn or ap^^ite. For jTq a 
ibuntaih freou^ntly divides itfeff into many ftreams^ 
liefore it fidls intaihe oeean^, which is its center. 
And man himfrlfiinnfwirhfhnfHng thr hoaftfd Friy- 
dom of his will, is as much confined to 2l& accord^ 
ing to his . principles, pr^»oiIe£ion8, Prejudices, 
in^onS) and h^itSy'a^.tn^'mlFe>=enrrnruIets ifTuing 
from the fame fpring are relhrained each within the 
feoDto df itt propir cbafiaei. . ' < ^ / T' 

fiut, not to entertawk therwitn more allegories 
Sioth thou, and I^ and ajtmeii find ourfelves violent- 
ly cvried awa]fby a^rt^ iadinaxions fe foreiUe m 
<Qo power of Qur wjtl i$ able, ur reil^ » Someiiaits 
•ixirjoxQy hdtq, joy^ grief, and {a the jefi of human 
^aSons, are as voluxitaxy .a& the motions of olir 
^ulfe« And thoughy in the moft Important adiions 
^f our tives, we generally form Tome xegulac deCgo,^ 
^ their fcope ana center; ve^ wq dia many things 
xWithpu^ xeBe^ion,! as mimcians »re ibmcumes laid 
iapkyf YceOent tunes^ withbot Co much as regard- 
ip>g or thiifking what they are about. By which it 
is evident that oitr win has little to do in. the con*. 
daStpf our Jives* .^ We, Kke al! other creatures, a6l 
uccbrding to certain fecret unputfcs of nature. Th^ 
'very fame faculfy^ittrhich wefallinftu)^ iaibfi heaft^ 
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knowledge, (lifcrcdqa, and ^wccaft iq 

pnideni 4%> v^pen^riwing Ihs niter mU^ie*^ 
^y a rope tQ i»iig^iim iif( Ailjaw^, »4 wior 
^Q^e nesir him m<9^ ' 

Suffer me to mak^ytt.^ fimkcr 
^fcril^ 4t to fitte. For Im ott a ' 



inUrmpted in. ray diQu^te by a QMft fiiriDiis 
|>eft ; a meiilejr erf* liaO* «% lig^tsinc, and 
der; And this )aiL tlmtdi mot vver-iioi^aadkMidi 
v^t it wa^ the 91^ fiqgiiurif temfyiM dot ever t 
lieard in my life. There is a feft of timiMkririiicli 
thpy c^II the dni|n» hepMfe itafiproadiei near the 
found of that warlike inftnunent, maidag a'lhrciy^ 
$erce rumhliiig in the air, like tke beatoTan ahmu 
Ther^ i§ anc^er qioce furprifing, like the iDarin^ 
of cannon ; but this )iad a touch io it of the moft 
harfh, aSigfateiM|ig, a«d irregular mdtfc diat ercf 

I wa$ -pQjfeifed with adeep nidaAcholy, as foon as 
' I heard the horrid clatter begin, and &w the air 
4ark^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ ^f^^^^^ ^^^ ordinary ^oomi* 
>R?fs : Tiim i ^It^om^ reUgious iKdSons ftruggling 
with mx ^i^s^^' I ^f^ f^^ ^f its^^ left Q<? was 
'angry ^i^ me> for (syroooaierfei^ life among the 
Chriftian; : mA ima^^ned no lef$, than that thig 
tentp^' W9S 191$^ oin pitqBofe tQ deftroy me, and 
fjnake me an example to all Muffulmans, who dart 
4eny the hdy Prq^het, to fenre the int^reft of the 
"Grand Signi0r9 an much a mortal a$ themfely^; 
Or, atl^, I conduded I fbouU tafte my jfhare of 
j:he wrath of Heaven s^ this cbolerick jui^ure. Nay, 
4md all th« philotophy I eoiild mufter together ferved 
Mittpraiie mydifm^il expefiatioos of t& fatal blaft. 
iPor I could not avoids thmking, mat a wicked mati 
is a magnet Whid^ ^lat^ira^ny actra^ the vengeance 
^Heaven ; and Ihajt I, being fuch in the high^ de-r 
^guse^jconld .nocfaS of Jlayi^g my foaifeorcheditp at 
*<uu:rto n<^tbing^ xnr.metaaiQfphjc^ toa fuhr (lirfaicli 
is worIe}:hy£ine iUijprifine:: and Jaaritahlfi flafii; 
u V & S For 
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Fortapafs ftitm^his life bv lij^hthiflg, poifon, orav 
caftbauake, art the ohJy aeaths I fear. ' - • • 
- Lfell on my kntes and fece^^addreflirifeinyfelf to 
God with th^ moft hulnbie and ferv^t devotkm I 
was capable pf. I. made, my application alio* tohis 
Prophet. I faid and did ^1 that I thought would 

!)rocure a rel^ite of the puniflunent I feared. At 
ength, being tired and fick of too nmichr prayer, Z 
Fofe ami cfot. down chearfuliy, remembering 1 Was 
a Mu(ra:teian^ andiejligned to the -will of D^ftiiiyS 
Con^Sering a)fo that:! was an Anlbian, cf 2L ^ noble 
lock, I reiol\red, if I muft' die, to prepare ^myfelf 
with a moderation worthy of my blood, that io I 
might go to the Invifibles like tne grandfon of an 
Emir. 

...Perhaps, thou wHt impute this- to vanity: But I 
9fteemiEita4>oiiit of-juftice for a man to take care 
that;hc.may liveand die like'himfeW, without de- 
^wcratihgt-irom the virtue of ^ -his anceik>rs, or 
bringing a difgrace on the tribe to wflich he belongs:: 
For, though' God has created all men of the fame 
mould, yet he :lias 'drttiftguiflied one family from 
another, by morethan fpeafek-chartffters imprinteS 
pn tbcm in theirnatiYity, and has eiimoblcd forae 
mortab with peculiar qualkie^^nd innate perfec* 
ck)ns. which others are wn<^Jyiftrangers to: Sothcrc 
are atha-s:remarkable fol- hereditary vices* r 
) ^Whether thcfe things depeii<l>on the :l*>ol, or on 
the different circumftances of fouls befoi^ethw came 
intothdfe bodies, isaqueftiort not foon 'rctolved: 
But this lam fure of, that I find in myfelf both 
fome virtues and Vices, wHichl could neveryet^lif* 
cpver fo ©dly Wended together iri any other «niortal* 
i am alwi^s campaigning 'on the ^contie^s of good 
ana^il;^y€tmy paSions zre not ntencehary :" N<i 
Prince cara.temft me to «re^n or perfidy^ I apm 
wafter of a certain fafti^efs of fpirit, which no ;hu- 
marf charm is able K>v(l^mahtl6. Myintegrity can-- 
*io<r:be warped'byigpld : An* itistdritKis^reafoA % 
A littteJvdttbanjrfeJR: ^W'hteh mates me fometimes 
iiiclihed it^A&i)k98!c]yrit^\^]^ f^cth iUtQ the .un- 
"** - I -^i knowai 
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loiown worid, than tarry in this, where I meet with 
nodif ng but contempt and difeftBemfiom the flaves 
of hifti, for whofe fake I t>ear the fatigues of life. 
Surdy, think I, wherever it.be my lot to go, after 
myeifcape from this mortal ftage, the fpirits of that 
region will be kind to me for my incormptible truf-* 
tinefs ; for they have intrigues as well as we, and^ 
confequentiy4 will be glad of a faithful agent, 

bv a word, unce all my zeal and loyalty are thought 
not to merit any reward in this life, I would fein 
tiy^ 'whether at leait I may not deferve to be a ghofl; 
ot honour, if there be any fuch diftisdions in that 
world of fpirits. 

Pans, 27^ of the t«di M«o% 
of the Year 1657. ' 



J.ETTER IL 
To Mu(lapha» Bafla. 

ISHA'L'L acquaint tiiee with a late tranfaiftiott 
in this kingdom, which, I believe, ha9 but few 
«]Qunp]es. The Kaimacbam has already received a 
idtipatch.fit^m me, wherein I ii^nified. tne return of 
^^hriftina. Queen of Sweden, into Fiance : Thift 
f rincefs, fmce her arrival at Fontainebleau. having 
"difcovered fome fecret treachery in on&^of her reti- 
jiue, who was 4ui Italian Mapquis, prono^inced a 
formal fentence of deadi on him.; Which was ac^^ 
cordtngly executed on the loth day of t^e nth mooit| 
i)y her ownOffcors, iaa gallery of^er palace, at^ 
ter he had been wariidd- of ;it .by ho: exprefs ordei^ 
and had a Coitfefflpdr fent'to him to prepare him for 
another world. 

When this was done^ flie immediately fenta meil 

itnecr toacquaint the French King with this a£):ion> 

and the reaion wbich induced her to it« Some ^ 

the /Courtiers at firft perfuaded him, that the Queon^ 

, . . JLjb proceedi^^ 
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nrouedmts lAtreached o^ hia rwajipr^roc!^?^ ^ 
l^einff tbcTole arbiter of jlifie^M ^e^^H Wtfbin hi* 
•cwndoaiinioiM : Whereui^Qn Monf* 4e Cii$|un<^ 'W9« 
(feat to expoftuUte with h«r. I tiave foi^ag^fly i»tiv* 
^oed this perfon in lime of my ieti«r|, wrhefi k« 
^vas AmbaiCulor from thie Coiut to C^eonCWiiH^ 
^ then reis^bg in Sweeten. He w $, Gw^mwum 
«of great abtlioei : And for that ttaibn he hm he^ 
•employed in the moft difiicalt ncgpciatsons witii die 
States of Holland and other eountriet. 

: Yet people cenfure varioiaily^ and ^ cafr hsm 
-^een referred to the Do&oru of (he civil law» whm 

pronounced this fentence in her £avoiir« ^ Tb^, b^*- 
^ ing an independent Sovereign, and, having the 

* King of France's pcrmifion to refide in this realm^ 

* the rights of Sovereignty could not be denied her 
^ over her own fubje<fts : ouch are t6 be efteemeS 
*'^H tliat "are in iicr ftrvicc aiid take her pay, exccpot 
"* the fubjef^s of the State where (he refides.' 

The fwift ejCQCutinn of this (^uecib^^ fentence on- 
icr fervant, inpart^ refeijible^ the rigour of our Eaft- 
ern jufttce, vjwhioli admits of no delays in punifhing 
-of criminal jjerfons, and removing traitors out of 
ehe waar ; notfaer is it to te iiiyerted by aiiv fear 0T 
«fter«^api. And, though tfae&Wcftern IVtonarch^ 
f eneraHy iput no man to ikatk wiiboot a formal fmew- 
vtb at daw,, yst fometimci they 4aye ieapod over 
this TuJe, md only gave the laoiil of '<x>nimand t» 
ifome of tfacar (>ffioera, and the hufttiebmas done: 
As in die oiles ofitke MarffaJi de<JlbicBe .and the 
Duke of Guife ; the one idling by a piffeI4>u}iet» 
ite edaier by the ftob^t^ a dagger; and'bodi in the 
jCtng's own pibce, fttrrouiid^ wsth ^their fervanta 
..aad friends* And them was noaother *w»y for tiie 
Crown ^.France to fecure itfidf tifrom-jdie attanpte 
vf thefe daogerooa men, ^viko mact gcownr to^iiieh a 
t&e:^,'as to inonarch it^almoft asmiiicshjbs their 

ikrong^ crentiog tmvy and amfastion in J(jrfajeds,»aDJl 
ieakittiy^Eotiqs. It kmat .Ms ior jan amkvdM 

Grandee 
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C;r^tt4«f|t»mff«ta» fMMnkr; far kBliiati^ i 
vefted wiA ^mtoi CMeePtr WMkamal^ ori 
«Fhom he has i^cm 19 infpQ^ ^ iii^ 

JParis, y5di4)f Abi&Momv 
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irp.^^ SpnifmbwiU Afiblrtii in jot fiv At 

^liliiig mOMlPi^ I| U &i4 dM theioag his far 
"(her $i|ip<4imd # kkam ftfimi thvon^ot all hif 
4pmm»mi f^mm^mt tus MjfAf tp celebrate k 
^th 4ie «m M^fied i0nmRniian$ ()f mr : And* 
^n that ^Yf he himfslf wore the ranfom <^ Kings 
'in his .afsparel, the vegr -diamonds and 'pearls in ma 
ibiyt Miis«dttMaMhi;AifnilUoasirfgQ^ : Sj which 
^hou mayeft guefs at die rdft. 

He has alio cogwiipiiS^sil^ ^^ j<9!^ ^^^""^ ^ 
^n Chriftian Princes and States, bis friends and al- 
lies. AjMJy iiiiirriiL he has fane -leafat ^te make a 
4Hiiie of ths ^Md mtHne, -hcing an pld man, and^ 
m:aU niaii's opimnSy lUicdilEcfy :so hove any meut 
children. 

Bis Amb^iwlen in fiMwa coimtries endeaveur tm 
imitate thcar Prince in oH maiuier of ma^n^enc 
triumphs, anii psrrirnlaiW faot ^Holfand We hare 
«he fallewvBr account: That, oa a certain day of 
^s .moaa ef janaanr, Hon 5t»Aano la Qamani, 
idie Spaiuft Amheflfutor ^^ die daa^ne, cauftd T# 
J3leiim t9hc£ui9«ntfa excellent voices and mufick^ 
airbiift 4fty picoes of acdnanee ^aytBd^ontiniially:. 
JltAightahuDdrodand fifi^pitch'handssvere light. 
«ed «ii fareral Tciffitlds in die ibseets, and ailtbewia^ 
4pivs inichedia^ ^vck Hlnininafrii *iviifa wax ta^ 
•';:.. • i>ers^ 
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fHEis V and' tbefer words were ledn flaming bt^om ar^ 
(iAcial ^ice-^work for two hours together : 

-* ParVe,:*ut Magna PhiLTppe, 

* Pro(pere, proCeDc,. ii rcgna/ . . .1 

I need not explain this infcription to thee, *who 
:art verfed in the Roman language ; and wilt find 
that all the fdt of thefe wordi^ lies in the capital let- 
ters pointing ait the ye^ whei;5ia,thc young Prince 
was born, viz; »i/l1JSCLVIl -yiextept a little pun 
upon his name;, which is Pbil^ Pcoiper«l« On each 
£ae appear^ the arms ^fihc^Sparii^ Kine ; and, 
underneath, the Golden Fleece, fo artificiaJly con- 
tdved, that from it fpning fountains of di\rers Icin^ 
efiwine, at which the multitude drank Irbenilly for 
feveral hours : Whilfi: many ncw*coin^ pieces of 
rold aivd*filver<wer6^4cattemd ami^ntg; them out of the 
AmbaiTador's windows* They 'were damped wrtk 
an dlive-tree, having this motto on oneitde :- 

^ Crefccnte'hac, Pax aurca crefcet.' 

And.on the other fide a hand, with this infcription 
in a label, 

*" 'Dabit Popplis Paccrn, . . .' j' . 

JtTbe Fnondi Jtadrculelhis^iuittQ, afid.if^y the King 
of. Spain will, e're lon^ .deteve the tide of Peace«> 
^aJcier^ wb^n . he. fbaU ?b<^ ^forced to fue- for it, not 
being in a condition to carry on a war. 
. lUuftrioiis Officer, I. know thoo' art well verfed 
^n the Roman hiftoriss, having b^n educated under 
'Acfamct Ldla, who was/ailesunedtnaiu And it jm 
tprobaUe thou. art ne flrangertothe7iiiore:modeni 
^lations of £tirdpe, and the xliv«n charaAersrof the 
fieople that inhsUiitrt. Yet; ^«e -me leave .to teM 
;thee, tbat^ome, in alLitSvvidorkyiyeiiraivtery, never 
/aw a firmer foMifT in a battle, than the Spaniards 
4ire at this day.^^but the. French Jwve; finer wi'ts, 
43)ore money, md better fortune.; and it is this makes 
^heaLiofult^. fic^Ues^Qeftiny.ovqvriJ^ all things, 
^£ve{y kingdom and empire has its climaAericks, 

whercitt 
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"wherein it droops, declmes, ar^d, at •thegrand cii^ 
tical period, falls tq rum; 

■ The Greeks had tnoney enough, when the great 
Sultan Mahbraet 1)efieged Cdnffafltindple.: But thev 
had not wit to ufe it for their own prefervation ; mS 
To that city, the laft confiderable ftake of the erai 
pire, was loft to'the* Ottomans, *Who fooa after be-?' 
•came MaSers of all the reft; 

Thou -haft we^h in abundance, "an2 difcretlon to 
tnanage- ^it: SJip po opportunities, but remember: 
^c old Arabian proverb which hys^ * God hai givea 

* whole days to the fortunate, but to the unhapiy 

* he -stfords only fome hours*' 

Parts, Tythof the i&M^oa, 
of the YJOXiS^t. V 



LETTER IV. 

To Pefteli Hali, his Brother, Matter of the 
Grand Signior's CuftomsatConlfentinople., 

^ Remember my promife, though it be'Iate, Thou 
'X khoweft I have many hindrances, and therefore 
n^rik nottax me with feigning an excufe. However;, 
thy letter came , to me in a good hour, to put meio 
mind of thefe things, and to inquire of our mother's 
■liealth, who ftiH refides in this city. 

I have faid nothing of her fince mylirft letter after 
^ertirrival atParrs. And, to tell thee the.i:rjith, the 
has faid little herfelf, being ignorant of the French 
tongue, and too old to leam It. Therefore her chief 
convdrfetioi^ has been wifh.EliaChim^nd me, abQv,e 
-thefe three years: For .that Jew ipeaks indifferexit 
•good Tirrkifli a«d Arabick, 

If thou worfdeft knowHiow {he has fpent her tim^ 
nt is divided between her devotions and her needle, 
'^helit^^nipre ret^lufe than a Chriftian nun, feldotn 
•Jof.niVef'-itrrrilig abroad, unlefs to take the' air oT tlie 
»--^ ' . £eLd^ 



£tii^^ and tt^ea fliH( up iA 9 coficl) yiiith^ bcr msMn 
In a wont, her manner ofliYi^e {$ | ^t quun^fe fof 
4he French WQincn ; ^qr, in alTd^pis* ih^^ ^*lefire« 
^he uw of hgf ^H^^ti^!*! aua 'tl^ $R94?|t fffftoms 
>^f the £^i|. 

;^No;«^gymei^ 'W .wvfu^ her to chap^e her-i 
<jrecian earb, or prei^ hef fqf af^r the |oQii: n^odf 
•of Weftern females, K^ither vrUl jf))ir' eat Qr drin]^ > 
apy where. W in *e ^ife of Eh^}}ip;^' iof fear 
hf inningi|i£ the precepts of ti^ Alcc^an, siud diir 
x)beying Si^^^fl$a£erbf Qoiq ; Fqr {he dteoms thf 
diet of the Jpwjs pui^,' ^4 ^^^ bapipqlldiiQp. la 
;]ibr pious Q\otnerIy zeal {he rebukes me'for eating 
and drinking with Infidels : Andl have nothlhg'to 
fay in my defence, ,but tHjl a9Cfffi$r I lir under of 
preventing fufpicion, that fo I ntay &rsfie the Sultan 
with greater fuccefs, and that I nave the Mufti';* 
^ foenfation for this and niany more irregularities. 
When fhe hears thi\|Oie lifts up her eyes toHeaven, 
Jays her hand^pon lu:|- hre^,>gnj|a(ipears refigned ; 
Yet (hakes her neacL ajid feems to pity my cafe^ 
ifi6f witl^^t (m^e r^neAinns'on the corruption 'bf 
ihe t/n^, dfciiwigty^f jfee§€W«lifi, and wji^t of 
zeal for tne holy Prophet. 

She hjs fiCT be^rb to a mif^c?^ : Aqd, exc^iiig 
:the nrit two jnpon^ .aftef flip carnp )t» Pans, J ^ever 
hcarJ Iw cpmpl;^i<) pf the k^u indifppfipon. ' It is 
yoffiWe the Vnafiffle of ^ir, with X&e iricojSrtfeniericies 
Krf" travelJinfi fp t^rby feaind land, might incbmr 
rmode her atfirft. :3She was for a whifp troubled lyith 
j-heum^, obftrud|ion3j iuui ^ dyfehtery : ^ut (he 
Toon overcaxpc t|\€fe difteoipers, ^d has fycz'fmcf 
r'been perfeiStly widj- ' '" 

. We often flifcofirre tpgptjief of rtiee f^ thy tra.- 
'vcls in the E^ft, SometimJe? I reajd part of thy jbu j^ 
,fialtober, wljich ^iFords-Jier in&aite deligjjt, Shie 
^congratulates herfelf and tky S^od ^rtxme in 
offcaping fo many ,peri]s and deaths as every-xvhere 
tbreaten a ftra;>geri And tafces a particular delight 
ato hear thy adventures wh, the|ndjah l^iy^ 9t the 
iC.ourt of Haj^ Hulacu* Tho^ i^^ift' be a&irqj 
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mother be^rs a ilnguUr aflfc^Uon to thee ; for 
"mm never meet without wiihini: thee in our coii^f^ 
ny. She rejoices mightily to ba^r 0f thy prpfperjtf 
.arid advancement in the favour of the Grand Signiov 
.and his principal Miniilers ; wiiliing thee every da» 
^ new ftcp of honoiu! arid intereft. Thou, mayelt 
vsdfo reft fatisiied'thatMahmut comes not ihojtoAhs 
tiLffe£tion heowes to fuch a brother. 

* At other times we talk of our couAnlfouf, wft^ 
IS now ia the £rQzen.r^ions of the Nqrth. HiA iti- 
'fierary memoirs are alioAirerY pleaf^nt ; ^d wie paA 
fome hours In reading aad conif^rlng thjBixi^ with tl»i 
^ifpatches which I frequendy receive ffom Mehe-r 
met, an exiledKunuch in Itgypt* For Ifouf ismorf 
tajr^ in hi$. doCcxiption of that, country) s^d. his re<» ' 
snazk& oa it^ aatiquities, taan aiiy ottmx, part of A-» 
ijrica. ITet he %$ ^tMigh of tW ibud)^n quartern 
. . Asr to what I pronuisdrtQ. infemv thee^ QQf)€e!^iA£ 
\ht4>Sfpp^^^ nmarnks^r.^ otl^fmgqkwt^^M 
'^ l^iUqp^ th^t ow km^fMi I^f 19 ^ grMt^tlir 

Rono^; Neii^ Hultbp cmiiifit; Mk 4U ttoif^lfiOttl 
ArabmlUfiories*. i 

]^ 6ys* tte iwfdoildft aift JKi^K«f fo Mg^». amt 
<kw^^Qic<Ba(L$ Wee up u> t9MQH;.iEir«^MIi4L'49 tt fitf 
fectftert h^ Ihe a^cleiii^* -^ l^gh^ At^^tfeipff wh^ «f» 
pern thfiV'caft fl4ifc^vi|«^ s* wp«> hW9f.e?cpeii:» 
tiuicc»£rthe txmt£95y.wh^ tf^efiiA W!a3;i«k Caf>i^iiQ9eiis> 
Ahd^ we may beueve nim m this.. oH good founds ; 
For it; is fecovded 0^ Th^ Mikfiit^^ who^iyed 
about two thousand years; ago, tj^t h^ look tbf^ 
height of th^fepyrasQias by their ihadom^* 

There are three; of thefe admirahlii ftiSU)£lui«s not 
iar. frpmCairo,, and about eighteen oiQr^ in th^ de^ 
-farts oTLybia^ Xt is f enerally fugj^^^ . that they 
were built f<K the fepukhrcs. of il^|«gypeli«i Kii^s^ 
Tome of thcittib^fore the flood, the reft aft^^ Ther^ 
are not wanting hiftorians wh<^ afle^t the gf^ateft 
>ff the pyramids i^ }^ (he totnh of S^tb> thft foa of 

Adanu . Ti- > 

Mom 
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Ifoaf was within this mighty fabrick, and attefts^ 
that, after he and his company had defcended and 
afccnded through certain galreri^s, they came. at Jaft 
foafquare chamber walled abotit With pure The* 
baick marble : in the middle of which was. a cheft 
of the fame ftones, which, when ftrudc with the 
foot, founded like a mufical inftrument. It is be- 
lieved that in this cheft was laid the body of the 
King who built that pyramid. , ^ 

The ancient Egyptians were of opinion, that^ even 
iafter th»t»which we call death, or th^ feparation of 
the foul and body, -there were certain arts to retain 
them together^ if not* in fo ftrift an intiitiate an 
union as before, yet in a very famiPiar correfpondence 
for many ages. S© that ^he foul fhbuld always take 
delight toiiover about the body, and t6 cxel-cifc hi 
faculties in the place where that was.repofcd., ', ** 
; iFof this reafon, in the firft^lace,*th^ tdolcout 
the bowels^ and whatfocver was hioft iiaDle \o *cor- 
ni^on: And, having Waflie8ft4 empty belly nyith 
*riiie of palms; mixed with arornattctpowders,;they 
ftuiFed it whh myrrh, raffia, -ind many roftly con^^ 
feSions, «nd then fewed it up." After tnis^ they pa- 
cified the whole body with nitre : and^ havmg drawn 
•wt the brains by the ndftrij^witn a^hooki they filled 
tip the fcuD with, melted /gums. And, laft of alJi 
tnty fwathed up the whole body ifi filk,'ftncaring it 
over with rich mixture of bitumen,- fpices, and 
gfims, and fi> delivered it to iht ^l^ndiiea to belaid 
up in the fepulchre. . 

• TJiefe am the preparations they jnade to court the 
^eftnce of the foul, by rendering the body for 
ever fweet arid incorruptible. And, that the majefty 
4rf roydl eb6{l6 ritight never be interrupted or vio^ 
htcdbythe neighbourhood of vul|garfprrifSy or the 
ifuder appre^ch of hnprtab^ King? built thefe mag- 
nificent piles, afe the palaces of thtir Jaftrepofe. It 
is therefore they were ere6lcd in defarts and uhfre-i 
Auertted pbces, and in fuch a form -as was efleemed 
4:ne moft: durable ^and -feeure- from the injuries of 
t^me, the afikults of the elements, and from the xon^i 
i . mott 
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*mon fate of all human enterprifes. JEach ftone istoF 
a prodijgioits bulk, and ri vetted to the next with a 
bar of icon : which, with the -ftrenglh and invin* 
eiblc feftaefs of the cetnent, renders -it a thing tm- 
poiHble for any of thefe pyramids to be demoltfhed, 
though all mankind were fet to work for many fuc- 
ceffive generations. 

. AlMamtin, the Caliph of Babylon, attempted to 
do it, but in vain. For, after he had fet his men to 
work, ^and b^en at vaft ^xpences, they made but on^e 
finall ibreach to mqonfidej^ble', that, being made 
Jfenfible it Would ^hauft his- treafures, to remove 
but the hundredth patt of thfe pyramid^ he defifted, 
full oP wonder ^ at the' wifdom or theicmnders. 
' Ifitbetrao, ttfat the foul may, by fucfa allure* 
Hieataas thefe, be prevailed on to remain with the 
bodyw its fqnildiie, aiid that ftinafi's future hap^^ 
pinefs confiits in this, I ihould myffstf admire $tnBr 
imiliate,thdfeEgy)3Cian'£ige6/ I^Woiiid, in^ my fife- 
tioK,^ bttiid me^ a 'fiiuril -maiufid^utn, ^ecord^ig te^ 
iiiiy ability, and order tti'ihy lafl^Will i^d'^ftamettt^^ 
riiat my boAf may be embalnFied and cofidit^ for a* 
perpetual duration, fiiit, if none of thefe art» can 
altel- the decrees of Deftiny, or' foroe an jnimortal 
fcirit.-frtfm ranging wh^re k ijJfcifes; I muft con- 
cluddiwich Pliny, that this cdebr4t*d WifSom <rf 
ftelEgyptians was^no ocher than ribciods fdl^, and 
all the magnificence of their Kings, in building 
fttch coffly jepulchres, ,by t royal w^ftel 

Thcythemfelves, in'^thus cautioufly providing te 
iec«vetliefi>ul!s abode with tfae-body-after death, ta- 
citly owned, that, by the oourfe of nature, it would 
immediatdty pals into'foenc other. Nay, the tranf- 
migrationof fouls was an eftabliihed dbSrinein £- 
gypt. : How then could they ^befob^irfd as to ima- 
gine a dead carcafe, however (j^rftimed and fenced 
j^ainfl: cprruption, w^ more inviting than an em^ 
bryo formed to live ? Or, that it was more eligible 
for the foul to be imprifoned in a dark dungeon (for 
no better arc the ipndes of the pyramids) than to 
a»iJQ^4heligbt4>f>tlie fun/mooA, and'ftars, and the 
U*. " . ifariau 
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marious. fweftsof the elenrieiit?' Broth^i:, in my opi^ 
>9ioii« it were l^ttpr ^be a hirA^ a. worm, a ny, nr: 
;^Y Mvinff thing, thaj% t9 l?A,t;ibtu^iinisHire«;for many^ 
igeS) auuThiave m> p|h^r Qwo^^^iol) but aa old falt-^ 
ed mummy* 

'_ Ifouf h^. D^^de foi^e; Jremftt^^ion the river- Nilcu 
»to which, he fays, Egypt owes nqt oolic its corn an^ 

fuits^ bnt «^lfo 4»c very^\foilj«rhi<:h bm^ them forth. 
ox ev^ry yej|f> at the time of inimdaBon, th^t nr* 
^ hriogs 4(m% vf^ it boni j£.tbic^ia« or famsr 
tt^her regi^iis thrcHigfo i^KicbJlcpafleSi^ afaiuidance«C 
4f me ^4 |nii49 wi(-|| which it Coyera ail the hind, oi 
|!fi]fPt» leai^rijtg i<r behiD4 at th«^dQCifea& of the waW 
iers ; fo tbs^ the fQi) of Sj^pl is ^borrowed: frbmi 
^^tbej? cowfttrica. A«d». J£ thw-be :im^ fer aaght we 



^vf. i)ie pl9^^ qf i^ fitMmo^JB^yLb^ boramaA 
;iQ09| 1^^ &f^ a^^^rding :t(i ibe^opiaiM) oCibote ton 



vani^Aoia wpjNi *f; tbiiipiprfutt** 




^ . , %^ «i&4p ^f^eukicd ltd did 

'^^^^mP^tm 9kf^m^ iithi^ihe STIfai t£fitt(pofiis.fTO[a 
JCtM^:9)Oi«IK^ino|ift9, rcyi^in^ Qf.A^qn «i^ht.ip thd 
%i^C6'Of i^o[^r|^jo>f$M3thav^ HU^ i^jdl:th»^ 
jMit of ^1^ ^i^i$ a#iv Sim 1amd« ttq^^caOoA 

if this be tfttOj, it;^fi»n« to^he li^ ftr^n^Vt ^a^ 
^G l^gyptt^^a* IbouM boaft of grcatcs ^ntiqiu^. than 
Wy <mn aad<»^n iA.tb<( world, tftough Am 4oimi 
try itiiclf be theifoung^ftiofaH the regions an ea^h^ 
an arboriive (pot of gfQii«<l^ hatsbeaby axiver in thd 
-depths ^ fhi^ ib^ 9ip4 evQi TuiGr cheri&ed by that 
riv^i?, 9« by t pa^re*^ oij nvtft^ which cealbs not t<| 
f<?9y^ i<i tjt Jr^arlff & caiweiuf»i( i^ropiorticaLQf alir 
CTHSHt^ vsfHerfhj^^^a.^WHlfir ttAlf mw« in fauUc> a^i 
the in^bi|^9rt^ J«e |xuiftlt4«^' <>.adbiiraWe P^o-^ 
^idence of n^tur^^ wl^ aiapecpfftr^te iato thy myf-. 
ic^rioMs cofidtt^ i Q £si^« lifaoiiiviiBg in prodi-. 
ti^ ^ ^randi^is.! Wk«4:;iiM laodftotf ^iiter^ with 
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Dear Pcfteli, lam tncnfpbiied, when I think cCf 
that region, and could relate a'lhovfitnd moie ^pye- 
•fages, Mth^6ut«f Ifouf^ memoirs, aad from th&' 
moftth'of others, who have travelled thitherto <d)u 
-fervcrfo /many foiSfacles. But* I believe^;thy^patienc&' 
will be fuftciehtiy tired with the lengfth of this iet^' 
- tcr. fieiides, my mother U j«ft come to-Ttfit me^ 
and defires Ine tOTeinnuheiidheriiitiflsigiicdflffi^ 
>o thee. 

BeidRired alfo, that Mahmvt loves ihee with thir 
^teerityofa m8n,.and the tendiaumeis of a brothers 
J^nKihe ferves theean all things without repiniirg^ 

Paiis, 1 7th of die t ft Mooiv 
qB the Year 1659. 



LETTER V. 
To the XainFiachanir 

'T^ ft JE Venertans aie vciy «npy for the lofs df 
^ JL Tenedos ; and not without reafon ; for thift 
•ifland isa ddidaie«4>otof 6[roiyid, abounding in rich 
*wiiies, 'and oth^ produas of mature :. B^des, 4t 
.eomYnMds eheavenfieof'lbe ihxning city, (be're- 
• fuge of mortals. 

They variodfy rekte the tn^mMr of its heing 
taken from them by the arms M^hich no-earthly pow- 
'er is able to refift. Budeavouhnf, in all their n»» 
iDours^ -to di^uife the truth -as much as they caify. 
and mifrepreferit the bravery of thfe Ottomais i th^ 
'to the^aStons of their own Generals inaymate tber 
.^greater figure. 

Thefe Nazarencs have a bad cavfe, and therefore 

.are ^<$mp€ll6d to-malce iti& of fldfts and equivoca- 

^tions to fupport-it. They are c^uite «degeneni«ad^ 

ffom the integrity of ihft^MUtive Idlo^Mfflof JefjB. 

J to 
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inaword, tfae^makegood th&charaderoftlie sui- 
cient Candiots ; of whom a certain Poet Aiys, ^ they 

* are thorough-^ced lyars, ravenous bc^dts, anct 

* riuttonous drones.* 

It is believed in thefe parts, that, when the Vene- 
tians quitted the ifiaml^ they dqparted not without 
revenge, fettiiig fire to a mine, and blowing up fe- 
veralhundmk of the Mahometans into the air. 

Ho<wrcver,.thw have for ever profcribcd and ex- 
communicated Cirolamo Loredan and Giovanni 
Contarini, in whofe cuftody the chief fortrefles of 
^e ifland were, accuiihg them of cowardice and 
treachery : Offering alfo two thoufand fequins te< 
any that feixea on them within the dpminions of 
Venice, and three thoufand to him that kills them 
in another country. . [ 

I know it is in the power of the all-commanding 
Porte to proteft thefe exiles, if they are within the 
territories of our Sovereign : much more, if they 
ihelter tbemfelves in that lancluary of the diftrefied. 
But thou, and the other fupreme Mmifters, are beft 
able to judge whether thefe Infidels merit fo great a 
fevour^ 

Perhaps^ their cafe may be like that of Nadafl, 
Governor of Buda, when Solyman the Magnificent 
bdieged that city. For Nadall: was a man of invin- 
cible courage and fidelity, but was betrayed by this 
foldiers, who bound him in chains,^ and delivered 
up the city and caflle to the vidorious Sultan. That 
brave hero, underflanding their treachery, and the 
'j?efoluti6n of Nadatl, fet him at liberty^ and pre- 
fented him with noble gifts j but commanded thte 
{>erfidious garrifon to be cut in pieces ; a* due reward 
©f their treafop. For, though Princes often make 
ufe of traitors to ferve their own defigns, yet^ when, 
the wiork is done, they commonly purfue the hated 
inflruments, with theefFeds of a juft contempt and 
indignation^^* 

Plutarch^ the Greek hif^orian, abounds with ins- 

ftances of this nature ; fo do Pferodian and other 

Roman authors. But no example of punifhment in 

* ' ^ this. 
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tffis kind fcems fo proportionate, regular, and in^ 
genious,as that which Brennus, King.of theGauls^ 
cauied to be infli£ied on a virgin of Ephefus, who, 
\^hcn he befleged that city, promifed to deliver it 
ifito his hands, on condition that his foldiers would 
beftow on her all the ornaments of gold, which they^ 
had plundered in t^e wats of Afia, and wore about, 
thcnx as trophies : For, when fhe had performed her 
contrail, tne wife General^ to^ do his part, caufed- 
this: virgin to ik down onthe around ; and then, eve- 
ry foldieF in his army caftingliis plate into her lap^ 
Inc wa& opprefled vsrith the infupportable weighty 
and buried alive ia a heap of gola. 

I do not mentioivthis as if the like were due to the 
Venetian Captains. I refer the judgment of fuch 
things to my Superiors, Minilters of the bleiTed 
iantStuary of mankind. 

It is poffible the Vifirs of the Bench thought me 
dead or turned renegado, becaufe they have not re- 
ceived any news from me thefe five moons. But I 
tell thee neither men nor devils can corrupt the . 
faith of Mahmut. But, by the God of my vows, 
there is not a more trufty man in the univerfe. 

All the reafon of my filence was the height of 
tiie^waters, which feemcd to threaten the earth with- 
a fecond deluge. Germany was 2. fea, and Flanders 
a lake, for above three moons together ; fo that rt 
was impoffible for the pott to travel. There were 
iieen alfo ftrange fpeihes of fire in the air ; and the 
]»eople of Brabantwere alarmed with uncouth noifes 
in that element. 

Perhaps, illuftriousKaimacham, thefe are thelafl: 
prcparatidn to the grand clwlick of nature, when* 
wind, water, and fire fhall ftrive to turji this world 
into its old chaos. 



Paris, jdof the6thMoonj. 
•EtlieYcaciS^S. 
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LETTER VI. 
To Solymai}, his Goufin, at Codiaminopfe. 

MOR £ melaaoholy ftill ! Wik tfaoii have no 
compaAoii en thy exiled uncle, but hursatgue 
> deaca with thy religt<ME^ jargon ? Believe me, 
thy letters of this kind are as idciomc to me, as the 
continual din and babbUne, of hoys is to a poor, 
weary ped^wue. I forbicTnot. thee to write to me^ 
and tnat as often- as thou wift : Itisaicomfort in my 
.baniihment 4o hear from tho(e of my blood. But 
let me beg of thee to alter both thy theme tand ftyl«. 
Xeave Q)iritual things to the Motiahs and Imaums g 
and let thy thoughts be taken up>in things belongs 
.ing to thy trade. la that-be as inquiiitive as thou 
caml. Bend tkj inind wholly to make new <lifc<v> 
veries and jmprovenients in that, ^od it will turn to 
.thyadvantaae. At thy hours ot lei&ire, I counfel 
thee to readhiiftoriesyfand, fbmetinies, go into com- 
*l>any : There is muoh to be '^amed by coiiverfin^ 
with men of fenfe. Such wDl ferve as mirrors, 
wherein thou mayeft behold humanity in its proper 
figure, and the deimrmity of that vizard, with-which 
error and fuperfiitiondil|g;uifeour nature. They will: 
correal thy mittakes without patting thee to the 
h\ ufh . Wit and peafon (ha}Ulow4rom their tongues, 
as foft harmonies breathe hcaxk the pipes of an or- 
gan, which clear the ipirits, and.iexene the heart 
that was clouded with Kidneis. 

The imperial city is fullof fuch, both natives and 
Itrangcrs. Call them out from the mixed multi- 
tude, and make them thv companions, without rc^ 
Brdinff the difFerence of religion, whether they be 
uflurmans, Franks, Armmians, Jews^, or others. 
Above all things fhun the fociety of bigots ; and 
number not thyfelf amone thofe who are opinio- 
nated, becaufethey profcfi the True Faith: For 
Wfaat£gniiies that, il their lives be vicious I I tell 

thee,. 



I 
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IChof are worfe than the Infidels. Give no lieed tx> 
Jbrtiune-tellers, and fuch as pretend to aftrolqgy ; 
*ior, whilit theyi>oaft of knowing other mens fates, 
tHey are ignorant of their own. And, if there be any 
Htrirth in that fdence, on<i mw fay their ignorance 
-in it affronts the ftars^ and often provokes them to 
liaften their own rum. AfTure thyfelf they only 
.sunufe the world ^with^portentous flories, to get Tame 
:arid money. 

. Afibciate thyftlf -wkhvnone but^prudent^nd mo- 
deratp.men, whofe morals are not leavened with a 
Xoo furious ^seal ; who look >not fupercilioufly ard 
^Mrith diidain on a Frank, as he walks aloi^ the 
*ilreets ; much lefs offer him an indignity, when he 
^oes about his honeil buiinefs, under the pi:ote6iioii 
of the Grand Sjgnipr. It becomes none but Jani* 
»zaries and ruffians to, be .guilty of thefe incivilities to 
ftrangers. The law of nations, and the particular 
Krommands of our holy Prophet, oblige us to tre4t 
Juch with all humanity and tendernefs. Befides, it 
Js refleding on the juflice and hofpltality of the 
.magnificent Porte, which is the refuge and famftuary 
:of ^1 the earth, that a flranger cannot walk the ftreets 
-in peace. Defpife no man on the fcore of his i;eli- 
%gion; for there are po faftions in Paradife^ But 
'.confider, that, whilflthoiifands of MufTulmans fhall 

fo to hell for their wicked lives, £0-^0. equal num- 
er of thofe wc call Infidels majri)eTeceived into the 
.>manfions of the BlefTpd for theif virtue. 

Thou feemefl to bemuch concerned for thy foul : 
Thy letter, abounds with over-much care in this 
point. In 'being too follicitous, it >« evident thy 
*faith is finaU. Eveiy line.is tindured with Jad ex- 
preifions about the perils, fnares, ambulhes, hooks, 
gins, and I know not what other devices the devil 
has to ruin thy ftpor foul,^^ as thou calleft it. Cou- 
iin, Dgft thou know what the foul is, about which 
Jthou k^epeft fuch a pudder ? If thou doft, it is more 
than I do ; and yet 1 have been fearching and pryiqg 
into it above theie thirty years:: I mean* from the time 
ithat J fid^ began t^. think and confider of things : 
.VoL.V. . L Bat 
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But am as far to feek as ever I was. Neither could 
all the wife men of old, the philofophers and fages, 
for aught I perceive, agree in their vcrdiit about this 
myftenous tning which we cafl the foul. 




jluncs , ..„^„^.. «, 

^ our members/ A third fort affirm it to be * A 

* mixture of air and fire.' A fourth, * of earth and 

* water.' A fifth calls It * A complexion made up 
*of the four elements, a kind of quinteffenc^* and 
i know not whitt. The Egyptians called it • A 

* certain moving number :* And the Chaldeans, ' A 

* power without fbrm itfelf, yet imbibing all forms/ 
Ariftotle called it * The perfection of a natural bo- 
dy.' All thefe agreed, that it Was corporeal, and as 
it were extnaacdfrom matter. The ieft definition 
among diem is not woith'ta aff^er. 

But there were men of fublime (peculations, who 
afiirm the ibul to be * A divine fiibftancej, indepen- 
>dent of the body.' Of this Opinion were Zoroafter, 
Hermes Triftnegiftus, Orpheus, Pythagoras, Plu- 
tarch, Porphynr, arid Pla^o. The laft defined the 
Toul to be • a felf- moving effeice, endued with utider-- 
^ftanding.^ But, when they have ikid all, I prefer the 
'modefty of Ciccit). Seneca, and others Vho acknow- 
ledged they were altc^ther ignorant What the Ibul is. 

There was no lefi diftgreeinent amoftg thejihi- 
lofophers, about the feat of the foul. Hippocrates 
and Hierophilus placed it ih the ventridles of the 
l)rain. Democritus affigned it the whole body. 
5trabo was of opinion itrefides between the brows ; 
Epicurus in tbe brfeaft. The Stoicks tedged it in 
the heart, and Empedotles in the blood. Which 
laft feems to be the moft current opinion of the Eaft 
to this day : In regard both iMofes the law-giver of 
the Jews, and Mahomet our holy ft-ophet, aflcrted 
the fame, and for that reafoh forbad flefli to be eat- 
en with the blood. 

^ . But be It what it will, either corpotal or incorpo- 
iseal, a ftibftancc or an accident ; whether it dwell in 

the 
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panes. The lattrr began it bjr a folemn proclama- 
tion, fendine a Herald at anns to die Swedifh 
Coiut, and dirpatchiii^ Ambafladors to all his al- 
lies in Chnftendom, to give them an account o£ all 
his proceedinn. Now 1 fhall entertain thee inrith 
a fliort idea of this war, by which thou wilt com- 
prehend, that the Danes are either much degene^ 
rated from the valour of their anceftors, who for- 
meriy made the moft terrible figure of all the nations 
in the North : Or elfe thev are lefs obliged to For- 
tune, who has not favoured them with fo manv.fuc- 
cefies and triumphs of late, but rather expofea diem 
to the infults of their enemies, and the contempt of 
all men. 

When Ac Kin^ of Denmark firft proclaimed his 
war, he had a lair advantage of the Swedes, who 
at diat dme weie ibrely intangled between thePo- 
landers. Germans, and Mufcovites, and had more 
need of helps than hindrances. Yet, King Gufta- 
vus tumingpart of his forces into Holftein, Schone- 
iand, and Juidand, he took one part after another, 
till he bad over-run thofe provinces in die fpace c£ 
fix moons : And reduced the Danes to a neceffity df 
compofidon, and that on fuch difhonourable terms, 
as renders them the fcorn of their neighbouring na- 
tions. 

On the 13th of the 3d moon, the two Kings had 
an interview near Ccpenhagen, the coital city of 
Deimiark : For fo far had the fortune of the Swedifh 
artns carried their viAories. They eat and drank 
together feveral draes, and converfed privately fome 
hours. At laft a firm peace was concluded between 
them, and diey concerted the meafurcs of a pcrfeft 
friendfhip. 

But, before this, the Dane had been forced to yield 
up Schoneland, with Elfimberg, which command- 
ed half the Baltick fea. He furrendered alfo the pro- 
vinces of Blakin and Halland, with a very ftrong 
caflle ; fhc ifland of Burtholme, ten fliips of war, 
;ind obliged himfelf to pay a million of dollars,* and 
U> maintain four thoufand horfe and foot In the King 
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erf* Sweden's fervice, and give free quarter to all 
the Swedifh forces till the 5th moori< Thefc are 
fuch diihonourable aiticles, that the King of Den- 
mark has ouite loft himfelf in the efteem of all his 
allies. They call him a po6r-fpinted Prince, not 
"Worthy of fupport or ailiintnce. . : 

In a word, ferene Bafla, it is like to fare with him 
as ^th other unfortunate men, who, when they ar« 
once falling, every bodv will help, to throw them 
down. Therefore confeire thy honour as the only 
bulwark of thy interefl and life. 

Pkuiiy )dof the 6c|iMoont. 
of the Year i65g. 



LETTER VIIL 

To.thc Muiti. ; ; 

.*'''••--■. 

BY lit faith, of a True Believer, I fwear t\\% 
ChrifKans are enemies to themfelves, if they 
do not embrace the piojeS of a certain Jefuit. 
They are no friends to their Meffias* if they rejeft 
fo regular an idea, fa reformed a model of the Nar 
zarene empire, as this fage/hasbnely propofed. to 
the Pope and the Quidfaials. ' > 

He lays.bis fcfutidatioayeiy deep^ and drs^ys his 
examples from the practice of Peter, the Prince of 
the firft twelveChrtftian Caliphs, whom the Franks 
call the apoftles of Jcfus the (on of Mary. For, ac- 
cording to their traditions^ the MefTim^, before he 
aiicended to Heaven; left an exa£l pattern, pf th« 
empire b^ defigjaed to eftaUifh on eatth. He^ivided 
this empire into twdve diftinft provinces, accord- 
ing to the number of his smoflies and vicars, affign* 
ing to each that quarter of the world where he was 
to prefide, as Moles had formerly cantonifed the ho^ 
ly region of Palestine among JChe; twelve trihes th^| 
deicended from Jacob*.. , ..• -. .. L .. 

L 3 *nt 
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BMttiiebamiv ibfi" of Manhdng zfstr gxa a ter 
Pcophet Chan Mofirs^ or anyitbat had j^ne l>cfore 
hikn i tb«y fay hewould not be conteiited with: di- 
voinutive terriMries^ or dbmmioas difpropertiaii^te 
to his ineffable defcent and original. Thiorefore he 
lefolved on the conc^ueft of tlie whole earth ; cozr.-* 
maii&i^ his Vicegerents to difperfe thein through 
ail nations according to a certain method^ andpc^- 
claim his laws to every eoeature on tbeglobe«. 

Venerahlei Prefident of die faithful^ I relate tfaeie 
things, as IreceivethcoifcoiZLdiemputhsaadpcsia 
of learned Chriftians^ who may be prefumed to 
know their own hiftory. Thou wilt, perhaps, ex*- 

K£k to hear of armies immediately raifea ; of camps, 
ttlesy and fieaes ; of de vaftations by fire and fword ; 
Iforartnjr of ctmr' and^ramilhingme moit impreg- 
nable fortrefle^: In a word, X believe, thou lookeii 
for a relation. cf campiigtis and^vi^o^s more glo-« 
Ytous than the atchie^ements of tb^ Roman Casurs^ 
more fortunate thai^tile'fueeefles of Alexander the 
Great : But, I tell thee, all the regifters and ar- 
diives oTtbe ptiinstive Cfariftiaii» cftanorfoiuOi ua 
with any memoirs of thia aatiuer 

Their Go^l mentions no warlike undertaksngs, 
jMit (b mud)' as^ die drawing dte fword, by the ib» of 
Mary, or 9Ttf of hi& Mlo#ers, i^efstn aprivute 
ivncounrnv wiiitti V^Wi ths. Lieutt^nan^ of tine 
Mei&as, inflamed with a pdfe»to fee his Mafter 
betxayied by Tuda^^ hisKahyar ov Tefterd, and rude- 
ly afiaalted by Makhtls, a flave of the Jemfli Muf- 
ti, the valiant apoftie^kew ibs fcymeur, aiKt cut off 
the fellow's ear. 

Believe ma, O myfterious Do^lor of tlielVf ufful^ 
ttmt^y rbavej^mfedthefourbiftoriesafthe lift of 
lefus* wtitteii b^ thofe wha wei>e eye-witmefles of 
tm adtoas : Ani I find indeed that he once faid to 
thofe of Iliis rtttntie, ^ I coaae not to fend peace on 
• earth but a fword/ Yet, by rf>e fequel, it is evi- 
dent, that, when he examined what we^K>ns his 
Ibllowerahad, and liley told htm but two fwords, 
be feemed to h6 well fausfied, fayii^ * It is enough t 

though 
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thoueh a moment before he bad him among, theoi;, 
tha.t had no fwora fell his robe and buy one. 

Axid I have feen a di(patch fent by Paul, one of 
the primitive Chriitian Caliphs, to the Nazarene& 
at dphefifs ; i^bereih he counfel3 them to put oa 
con3{A:te ariQQur, as helmet, breail-plate,. ihieldy 
buikin, fword,' and the reft. 

fiefides thefe paiTages, or fuci\-like. there is no 
tjulitary difcourie throughout the book of the Go(^ 
pel ; much lefs any relation of battles^ fi^B^es, os: 
2Miy martial e^q^loits. And the Chfiftian MoUahs> 
or Dodlors, interpret that letter of Paul's in a myl- 
^calfenfe. 

Wilt ithou know then, how the Meffias and his 

apofUes fubdued thq world : I will tell thee it was^ 

by exemplary virtue and good works, by miracIeSfK 

and eyident deippnftrations of a {unematural ^weir 

2i4ii(jtiQg them. For tbey fpoke all languages^ ye^ 

yp^ i3|oft of them iUiteraJbe perlbp^ ^ the| cuted th^ 

4^9^ t^e olipd^ t^e la^e, aiid tlie g:^ with«». 

^ ^e n^etboas of fiirrarv or ph^ck. ' They cafi, 

Qut deyik ; ratfed the £aa 9 and, 'finally, perTorm- 

fd fucK ^nd fo many idupendous actions, that the 

^Koi^ld tiecame captivated to theif do6lrines awllawj5,» 

^^ MfiUiaglv^ fubinitted to a yoke Mrhid^ feemed tt)| 

QOine froin Heave^. With divine el94ttenc^, and 

ijkit dint of irrefiftible realb>n, Peter the PrL^ce ot 

the Chrifljan C;diph$, fubdued the ii^inds of his> 

^(g^iihed auditory one day in Jerufalem; fo that.^ 

before the fun went down, he; gained five thoufan^ 

profelytes. The {sloic vf thefe things was fooa 

Ipread: through the adiacent countries and divera 

j^mote provinces ; anq the number 9f the converts. 

was proportionablyincreafed. In a word, all that 

fmb^ced the f^ith of Jefos furrendered botfi tliem- 

felves and their ^itates to be in^irely oiQ^fed' of at 

ibepleafure of |he apoftles. So gr^ ancf uhreferyed' 

^n attachment bad they for the yicars of tl&eir (jvod*. 

Now tt^e forenamed Jfefuit, confidering thefe; 

things, and Comparing the ftate of tnpff ^evout 

lioi^s with the libertinifm, diviTiohS}] wars, anii 

L 4^ general 
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genera! contempt of the prieilhood among the Chrifi- 
tians of fuccceding times, and efpeciallyjn this pre- 
fent age, attributes the fource of all tncfe evils to 
the ill conduft of the apoftles themfelves, and their 
fucceflbrs in the primitive times, who did not Aiffi- 
ciently improve the advantages they were poflefled* 
ofj wnen the pious multitude would willingly have 
hiade them Lords of all things. For, feys be, by 
the fame method and reafons might they, have claim-- 
ed* the dominion over the eftates of Kings and Em- 
perors themfelves, as over tiie- goods and lands' of 
the meancft profclytes: Since they were all ecjually 
fons of the church,, and fubje^s to the difcipline 
ind lawi of Tefus. 

This Ecclefiaftical Politician' therefore mightiljr 
blames Pope Sylvefter, who fat in the chair of Pe- 
ter, when Conflantine the Great became a Ghrif— 
tian, being the ftrft oFthe Roman Emperors who- 
embraced that faith. He actufes him, I lay^ of 
weaknefs and a mean fpirit, for accepting of that* 
donadon. whickto this- day. 19^ called the Patrimony 
of the Church,, and coniprehends all the temporal' 
eftates the Roman PontifB can boaft of. Whereas' 
he ought to have claimed an intire refignation of 
the whole R-oman empire into his hands, as fupreme 
Vicar of God on earth. Tliis would have been a 
pattern, fays he,^. to all the Kines and Princes of the 
earth,' who rfiought fit to turn Chriftians. And' fi> - 
the dominions ofthe world had" all felleirtotbefiiare 
of the priefts. ^ .... 

' Neither eould* it appeartiifficult, in his opinion^ t6 
havertduced the greateft Monarchs to fuch a fbn- 
gctfidnefsL and-contempt of their royal birth and' alt 
the potent charms* of a crown : Since the fame rhe- 
torick^. which peritiaded them to be followers of the 
Meifias, would alfo have convinced them of the vini« 
ty of aH earthly wijoyments, and of the obligations 
they had' to be mortified, and to purfue their claims 
to diadems of a more exalted' degree^ the ineffable 
regalia of Paradife. 

But 
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Sot fifice things are thus in their prefent ftate, 
and the Chriftian Princes retain their foverej^tyy 
vrithout any other dependence on the Pope, faving 
in matters purely religious.; this Jefuit propofes, 
that the Roman PontiflFs would either firtt reform 
their own lives and court to the height of that pri- 
mitive and apoftolicalpurity, which fhines fo emi- 
nently in the earli^ Governors of the church ; an<^ 
by that means perfuade all the Monarch» in Chrif^ 
tendom to become their fubje&s: Or dfe compel 
them by force to take the order of prieftbood, and 
' ib turn their crowns into mitres, their kingdoms 
into eccleiiaftical commonwealths, where all the 
publick offices of State, feats of Judicature, and, 
m fine^ the whole (yftem of the civil and political 
adminiftr^tioQ ihould be managed by the priells it) 
a fubordinafe dependence one of another, accord-^ 
ing as thek feveral chara&ers required. By which 
means all Chriftendom would be foon united into 
one ecclefiaftick Empire, wherec^ the Pope fliould 
be the fupreme Head in temporals as well as fpi^ 
rituals.' 

What I have related is sot only this man's prir 
vate proje&, but t}ie univerfalaim of his whole ofr 
der: And thou&ntfs of other priefts and dervifes 
are caballing ih all courts and countries of Europe 
to bring iftp pafs. 

Venerable £fad^ if God fliould,fuiFer their con- 
trivance to take effeft, it is to 1^ feared our wars with 
Chriftians would be as expenilve and troublcfome^ 
if not more fatal to the MufTuImans interefts, than 
• .when thefe Infidels form^erly,, laying afide their pri- 
,vate feuds, banded together: ^>^»iiquer the Holf 
Land. - . i . - . 



Paris, i5tb of the ;& Moon, 
.•ftkeycari65S. 



ts LET. 
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LETTER IX. 

To Abdel Mefec Muli Omar, Prefident of 
the College of Sciences at Fez, 

I Received tbe pacquet of venerable ituport, con- 
taining faerra counfels, and acceptaole int^li- 
gntce, repltniilied with noble niem<Hrs, and illuf-^ 
trious remarks^ fage precepts^ and r^ned improve- 
ments in philofophy^ and the myfteriou^ fciences of 
nature. 

With abundance of aff6<^ion and joy I read the 
ehara^r of Mufu Abu'l Yahyan, and theencoim^ 
um of his wifdom and virtues. May aeonftellation 
of fuch lights always adorn that renowned college, 
and from thence diiperfe their learned influence suid 
rays, not only through Africa, but over all the 
earth ; that Fea may be numbeied among the cities 
wbofe iaoie i6 fweet & ch^tt it may be MflM witirfe' 
rufdem the holy | Mafre the ancient ; Medina Tal* 
Tiabt thediafte; and the falutifeiOuB BabvkKi ; ac- 
mirim a jyeculiartideof honour, an attribute wor<^ 
tliy orre(p6£k« when men ihall every-wheie call it 
FezL theMooiereif Soieiices* 

My foul has been very inquifitive asid i^lefs for 
many years, and I tUnk diis i» owing to my capti* 
¥ity m Palermo : For^ b^m diat, if^ilft I lived at 
ea(e in theSerJ^io, baflcing under the wanner in- 
lluence of rafftal Mi^eftf. mt facied prefenee ^ the 
-iSrand Sientor^ WM, Idoe die fun givw motion, 
Mai, iand life «d all 4;bilig8; Itieyer^pegardedbocdks, 
or once applied my miivl to ftudy any thing, but 
^ow to acquit myielf in my flation, and ftre^tben 
my in^ereft at the Court j dteemingall other learn- 
ing as barbarous, which conduced net tb diis end. 

Foreign hiftories and lang^ageswere equally con- 
fqnu>tibre to me : I thought it beneath a Muflulman 
^Conrtler to give his tongue and mind the fatigue 
,of ^tqr oi^her dialcdt:, fave the Perfian, Arabick« and . 

Turkift; 



4 ffPT AT FARrs: 22V 

Tuiicifli : Or to load his qiei^ory with the record^ 
of other nations, ddighed to be pie flave^ of True. 
Believers. 

As to the ipeculative fciences* I was naturally <Jie^ 
firous enough of knowledge. But I either had not 
leifure, or wattled boojcs and other advantages of' 
ftudy. So that all the knowledge I coujid then boa(t 
of confifted only in fome loofe notions of logick andt 
met^pbyiicks which I had ept by reading ^i| old A* 
rabian raanufcript. And ithought oiyielf biftorian* 
enough, af^er I hadperj^fed the annals of the Otto* 
man empire, ^nd now and then c^ an eye oathe 
Turkiih tranflation of Herodotus find Plutarch. 

It is true indeed, by converJing frequently with. 
the Greoks, I foon learned their yulg^ dialect : But 
this is far from being the polite la^gijage of the. an-r 
cient Griecians : And a ?age of theTre^^fury ^ugjit 
me the rudiments of Sclayonian ^ which afterward9 
I learned n^ore periedjy, h<>pins it wpuld be of fome 
fervice to me one time or other. 
' All thefe inrcxe very fuperiki^d accompljihments ^, 
yet I thought myfelf h^ppy enough without fearch** 
ug'any faither. The pi^ures and gaieties of a 
courtly life took from me the ^g^ and giiii with 
which I haye fmc^ purfu^ more iolid fti^dies, and- 
looked into the wifdom of the ancients. 

But, when once misfortune had changed the 
fcenfs of my Iif/e» and, inftead c^ (he honourable 
poft I had in the Grand Si|P(uor's (^ic^, f^te had 
rendened me a miien^Ie ^bje^ Oave in SicUy, I be* 
l^aniD grqiw Y^ry thoughtful and penUye. Tne con^ 
tJAual driid|;enrand labour I underwent foon mor- 
tififidmy&cmerp^iSQns, and weaned me from all 
hopes of worldly honour : And the cruel ftripes I 
daOy received from. that barbarous infidel, my maf- 
ter. fo broke my (pirits, that fervitude became fa- 
ffiiliaur to me, and, defpairing to be happy in this 
world, I was only ambitious to be wife^ 

I gnew very contemplative: Afid, having ac- 
quainted jnyfelf with an honeft carpenter in th'; 
4own wheoe we lived, who h^d.^gr<?at .n\^y bpokf 
* L 6 * 'in 
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in his cuftody, he lent nie fcvcral choke treatiifes f 
and I borrowed all the hours I could from fleep, ta 
perufe them with attention and profit. That car- 
penter pitied my conation, and did me many g(X>d 
offices of frienaihip, willi«utother hopes df reivard, 
fave what he expected from God. By his means, I 
contraded a familiarity with two or three learnecT 
men, who fpared no pains to inftrudi me in the Ro- 
man and ancient Greek languages^, as alfo in the 
principles of philofophy. Mymafter often b^t me^ 
for this, attributing the negle6( of hisbuiinefs to my 
kookiflint6 ^ he called it; and keeping the: priefls^ 
company. But all his feveritv could not abate my 
ardent thirft after knowledge, I ftill continued ftu- 
dying at certain feafons, till the happy hour of my 
redemption; and then 1 frequented the academtes^r 
Ever iince which feime, I have negleded nooppor^ 
funittes of improving^my reafon ; yet find myielfat: 
this day much in ^e dark. There appears no cer-* 
tainty in jiny fcience but the mathematicks : AH 
the reft are intangled' with^a thoufand'controvcrlles 
and riddles^; which has made me ttirii^fceptick-iii 
moft things* Only I retain an inviolable faith for 
the Akorstn, and thebook of prophetick dodrinesandi 
traditions. Next to tfaefe, Ipay profound refped ta- 
the writingaof Porphyry the pbilofepher, who feems^ 
to approach neareft to reafon of all the ancient fa^» 
His true name was the fame as thine JMelech] whicb' 
thou knoweft in the Syriackfignifiesf King.] Whence 
his tutor Longinus,takirieoccafiontrom the lifual CO* 
]<)ur of royal robes, called him Porphyrins, which ii» 
the Greek figntfies one clad iii puiple. He was bom^ 
at Tyre, the metropolis of the ancient Phoenicians. 
His pedigree was nol>le^ and his educationreenerous* 
Nature had alfo formed him fora fage, and Fortuntr 
favoured him with advantages enough. For, be- 
fides his firft tutor, whom I have aJready mention*- 
ed (who was the greateft grammarian* and orator 
of his time -,) Porpnyry went to Rome, where he 
gained thefrieridfliip of Plotinus : And that philo«- 
fopher accompliihed him in theperliB^oii^of all f<a^ 

enccs ; 
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ences : So that he had pojeer over the dsemotis, and 

expelled the genius Atan, which infefted certaiit 

batlis in Rome. In a word, his do£lhnes appeaml 

divine, and his a&ions more than human. Yet he 

himfelf) before his death, publiifhed a reverie of hii 

•former writings : Whieh is a Aifficient argument^ 

xYkat there is no ftability in the thoughts of mortals; 

Therefore, fince the wifeft of men contiadift 

tihemfelves, and turn fcepticks, tell me^ O oracle 

of the age, . why tnay not I ? 

• < ■ ■ •■ 

Faris, «oth of the 8th Momif < 

ofthe Year 1658. 



LETTER X. 

To Murat, Bafla- 

THERE has been fomething lately tranfaAed 
between the French and the Engliih, which 
feems a. my^ry. No-body here unoerftands the 
meaning 0/ it. Dut the privadocs of the Cabixtef. 
Yet everyone gucflcs it is a fetch.of Mazarine's wit. 
That Minifter has more meanders in his brains, 
than an old Turkiih gamefterat chefs ; who fore- 
iees no lefs than nine unavoidable confeauences be- 
fore he makes one bold motion : And, to oe fure, the 
lafl £hall be to his own advantage. In a word, Dmr^ 
kirk, the ftrongeft and moft important fea-town ef 
all the Weft, is furrendered by the Spaniards to the 
. French ; and by thefe, as an earneft of friendfliip, 
- is put into the nands of the Engliih. 

The little politicians of the city are amazed at it ; 

and the greateft Machiavels of the Court either 

cannot, or will not, inform them of the true fecr^. 

You fhall fee two or thiiee grave citizens brooding 

: thoughts togethenover a bo3c of polvita, and fneezing 

. out their fentime^ts without reicrve. Yet, after aU 

. their wife confult, they part as great fools as they met, 

and 
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Aan could afterwards oil jny apquired kno'nrledge of 
the precepts and maxims of virtue; For up ibcmer 
was I enjoying the ftudy of moralttv, and taught ta 
diftihguuh be^^eengood and evil, but my curiofity 
prompted me to examine die nature of tbe latter 
more clofely than the bare fpeculation. I found 
myfelf more forcibl^r carried away by a fecnet plea- 
fure to. make experiment of what was forbladen^ 
than to pra&ife what was commanded : So prone is 
man to be jealous of his tutors, and to fuQi^St tfaofe 
. laws as impofitions, which put a reftramt on iii» 
native liberty. 

Befides this, there are certain genial inclinations 
in every mortal, which the youngeft, and he that is 
in his nonage, thinks he has as much ri^t to 2:ra- 
tify as the wiieil fenior. Nor can any teaibn eaiily 
perfuade him to part with this privilege, but under 
the notion of being highly wrongea ; fince every 
man naturally places his intereft and happineis in 
purfuing the motions of his own will. 
• h is true, I never was prone to any enormous vices, 
or fuch as for their (ingularity would make the moft 
hardened libertine blinh, did he praflife theni to 
the knowledge of men. 

I ^cr had an uncon<juerablc abhorrence for thofe 
fpecifick afb of lalcivioufnefs, which ought not ta 
be named, and whofe very idea makes the thought 
jiecoil : Yet am naturally amorous^ and cannot Dift 
pay to beauty the fentiments and |)affioiis which are 
.due from Platonick love. I admire fymmetry and 
ele^^^nce wherever I difcem them; andean fland 
gazmg wbo*k hours together on a flowesc, a treej^ or 
a pesttcock. Is am inamcHiied with the brigfatneis of' 
the fun; and; like another Eodyntion, I languifli 
for a more intinuvte acquaintance with the mooiu 
The leflar beauties of the night, the ftars, inflame 
me' with a thoufand paffions. I make my court to 
the whole hoft of heaven, yet, Lhope, commit no 
idolatry. In fine, I kmr in love with die univerfe ; 
.and die hourly when t contemplate thej^ory of that 

tranfcend«At 
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trarrfcendent Efience, which is the rootrand fource 
of all things* 

TThefe are paffions not unbecoming a Mufliilman. 
But I have fome emotions for beautiful women* 
more violent than all the reft, more dangerous and< 
fatal. Tell me, O pious fylvan, how I fliall gra- 
tify my love without ofFendmg virtue or the gravity 
of a man. 

TTiefe creatures feem to be created for our per- 
plexity ; fince a man can neither well be happy with- 
er vrithout them. They are perfect riddles : And 
to love them or hate them too much is an equal fo** 
lecifin* It were a queftion worthy of a philofo- 
pher. Whether this iex, among^^ all the neceffary 
good^ojBices^they do us, were not fent into the world 
as {pies and trapans, to obferve our councils and 
anions : And by mixing fmiles with frowns, flat^^ 
teries with reproaches, fullennefs with more obliging^ 
favours, to keep us in a perf>etuai maze, and laby* 
rinth, left the aipiring wit of men (hould, if left- ta 
ihemfelves, attempt fomethingmore audacious'than. 
the poets feign of the fons of Titan, or the writtsa 
law records of Nimrod and his companions, who< 
built the Tower of Babel ? 

But whether they be (pies, or faithful affiftants, 
enen^es or friends, I tell thee plainly, I have not^ 
been able to forbcsir loving them exceiHvely/. And 
this is part of the dream or trance out of which I 
am juft now awalced. 

Another fcene is that of honour This is a 
phantom alfo, a mere vapour, a ihadow. I -never, 
bunted after glory, nor courted popular applaufe : 
Yet, being intrufted with the fublime fecrets, and 
command^ to.ferve the Qrtod Signior in this ftaw 
tion, I would fain acauit miyfelf, without difarace. 
Nay, like other mortals in mch a poft, I would wiU 
lingly have the fmiles of my Sovereign^ and* the caw 
rcites of happy Minifters who ferve him, if it fhaH . 
be my lot ever to return to the Seraglio* Nothing 
appears to me more terrible, than at fuch a time to 

encounter 
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wcountec with rug0d» furrosircd vifages, or cold 
and hint embracos <^iny feUow-flaves, 

This puU me upon atnoufiuid inquietudes, makes 
me fwear to contradictions, utter lyes and blaf- 
Bbemiea which would turn die devil to a faiM for 
Sear* la a word, I ftumble at no vice or imnipra- 
l^ty which may pnsmote the caufe I ann engag^ in : 
And all this for the fake of a fair charaS^er at 
the Porte : Whilft I am cajoling layfelf, as well 
ai. others, with a perfuafion, that it is oruy on thfi. 
teose of bonefty, and to acquit myfelf a good qian. 
Thus I purfu« a blaft, a bubbly ihj& ioea of no- 
thing, mere vanity, and an empty dream. And it 
IS huder for me to (hake off thia lachantment than 
tlut of love. 

Yot all this while I have not tsiken the Froich. 
ABiedK^ to gain honour. I never vh^ gmU^ of op-r 
Boe9|onaadbcniclty, Mi: bath^ mirlHrnda tt^ hu.- 
n9mbkM)d. No widovfot; orphan mouraa for whaft 
Ihaireukpi fromthfin. Nor do I ever dra^gpoo. 
any body latocomplisinoewit&reafon. A^theparta 
I aave a6bd of this xiAtyce were defenfive ; pujK ef* 
feru 9f ifilf-prefeivatiOQ ; which, thoti knoweff, ia 
a principle natural to all men, and even to tii^ 
W<wais ii the earth, Thefe lijuk XfigfUf^.^, wtea 
they are tsampled on^ wiU turn a^in. And oor 
tfiiJiK nvure do I, uokfi in the Sultanas caufe« 
. lais puts me in mind of my integrity; forlmuA 
tell thee my virtues as weU as my vices. Neithec 
Arabia, nor aH the Eaft, have ever brought forth a 
man more true to his tnift, than honeft, b>yaL 
Mahmut. I wiU for ever boaft of this, in an age 
fo fuU of treachery. This alone wiH carry me fsie 
to Paradife, in fpjte of the MoUahs. As for the reft, 
thef vtonlx ^c"i^ ^S^ ^iy dropped off on. the. 
icTloag as nobod^ can £iy I aav 



brtdgeoftrial* AnX ioloag as nobody can £iy I have 
betrayed my mailers fecrets, I am as fafe as an an- 
gel that i^ not obliged tofland centinel at the loweft 
poii of Heaven ; For there he is within guA-*ihot of 
the dtvil. 

M 
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Jttft a» I drew my- p^ from tbatword, a foddeo 

turniits my eyes from tb^ esrth te tlm moQfv suid 

ftara (tor itvw a very fe^-eM &y}.I obferv«da&ndi 

ftirift cloud to gUdo akms fixoiv South tx> North, 

mudxinavpearancelike^biiJe^offiiJcL. Itckfttbe^ 

^leaient like a fly Arab tibief th«t' fwims f<N: booty 

^n tho river Tygris. Wondering 9t this, when all 

the firraament was clear,, and not another cloud 

above the horisson ; I iooa concbidfid, it was tba 

cYiariot oPfome airy Godi^ a MeDcury^ or mjeifenger 

ijsBt with fpeedy aevra U^. ihQ htgh iiord3, Com^ 

mandciffs of the Ac^tkk regioits, to bid them be up*? 

0a their giiard,. or fom^ fucb weighty matter. Per^ 

haps^ thought I, a^war is. fiommrac^ hetaroen th^ 

lipirits of tne poles : Or. it may be, Kine ^olua 

has fent a fummons to thff^Morllbem wja£, being 

reiblved to play fome royal pneumatick freaks-npon 

tfa<s iea. ^ 

" ' 'til gouix eamcR^ 'i^tmHf^mc'FeJHcc^ on our igiiQ^ 

ranee of the laws and conititutioxis of the elementsv 

It put me in miibiof thr fogi and mi& which fome- 

times. in velope the globe m darknefs,, 00 pufpok^ 

for atf^t we know, to hinder us- from feeing what 

is tranTa6ling at fuch feafons in the higher regiona. 

of the air. IFnefpirits ofiftKifeferene traidtsmwr then 

be frd^fcking in vifibte forms, celebratin| 'iolemn 

leftivals, and kindling all the meteors of the uppOT 

welkiii, as natitf^ fire- works and illuminations, not 

&t for mortals to Whold, left we fliould karyi toe 

much, and grow as wiie as they. However, it made 

me very contemplative to fee a ftngle lolitary doud 

thus ^hde aloi^ the air : And I could iiave wifiied 

for wmgs to purfue its motions, becaufe the appear^ 

snce was not common. 

Thou that- haft meaTured the whole frainie of na-i 
ture, and taken the true dimenfions of the world \ 
that haft penetrated into the fecrets of theelem^its. 
and art always bufied in the moft fiige and folid 
fcruiinies ; wilt fmile at the vanity of common amr- 
laU, foch as I, who, when we are uninteltigible te 

I ourfelvess 



1 
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ourfelves, yet pi^ume to comprehend the waya ef 
the Omhipotsnt, who is perfe«^ in knowledge. 

As for me, who have ftudied in the academiesy 
and read Ariftotle^ Avicen, Plotintis^ Averroes, witH 
other philofophers, I efteem myfelf ftill but at the 
bottom of Pluto's cave, converfing with ihadows, 
miftaken in every thing but the idea of thy fan£lity 
and immenie wifdom, which is imprinted on my 
ibul, as thofe i^ich the phikrfbphers call firft priit*- 
ciples, becaufe they are ielf-evlaent.- 

Idefignedto have faid more to thee, buta fud- 
den indifpofition and extreme faktitticts have taken 
away my fpirits. My limbs tremble.' my head is 
giddv, my heart fails me : In a word,t I ^'^^^ ^^^ 
one between a mortal and a ghcft» 

Pant, «9dioftheSt]iMoqi^ 
of the Vcari^jS. ' . 



LETTER XIL 
To Achmet Padtfhani Culfigiz, Bafia. 

TH Y furnamc aimes thee a favourite at the 
Seraglio: Anfl, &r that reafocu I know thou 
art accuftomed to receive infinite iubmiffion and 
batteries: But J muft be as blunt. 3Prith thee as I 
was with the new Mufti, when I conmtulated bis 
acceffion to the chiefpatriarchate, I told that Prince 
of the Mufiiilmana Prelates, that I had no encou- 
ragem^ent to welcome him to a dignity, which* 
though ia itfejf (acred and invidaUe, yet could not 
fecure him from the perfecutions of popular envy, 
any inoje than it did his predecelTor. And the fame 
I muft fay to thee* 

Darniih Mehemet, Bafla, is fallen a vidim to 
the rage of the multitude; and thou haft got his 
feat on the bench, Mayeft thou eiyoy it long, and 
«evcr be mobbed out of thy honour, and life as he 

K- ^ WM» 
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was. Some years ago he forbad me to write any 
more to him. What his reafon was, I )^now not^ 
neither did I ever inauire. However, 7 obeyed his 
intun£(ion, beine inaifferent to whom 1 fend my in- 
telligence, provided I do the Grand Signior any fer- 
vice : For that end am I placed here.* 

Illuftrious Ba&, I ihall now acquaint thee with 
two the moil principal points of the news ftirring 
in Europe. One is^ the eledion of Leopoldus Ig- 
natius Jofephus, King of Hungary and Bohemia, 
to the German empire. They have been canvaifine 
this bufine(s eleven moons : And, at laft, the AuU 
trian faction carried it : This was done on the 8th 
of the 7th moon : And he was folemnly crowned on 
the 22d of the fame. This has heightened the quar- 
rel between the Duke of Bavaria and the Prince Pa- 
latine. The latter was fo far tranfported with naC- 
lion at the Diet of Frankfort, that he threw a ftan- 
difh of. ink at the Bavarian Ambailador^ Which is 
refented as an unpardonable affront : And the Duke 
is marching with an army to revenge it, or demand 
fatisfadlion. The £le£lor of Mentz has denied him 
a pailage through his principality. And they are all 
like to be imla*oiled m a civil war about it. This 
is no bad news for the MuiTulmans. 

But that which makes yet a greater noife is the 
.death of Oliver, the ProteSor of the Englifh Com- 
monwealth ; who, whilft livinj;, was the terror of 
all Europe. The fuperftitious, and fuch as r^gaid 
figns, fay this was preiaged three moons ago, whf^n 
a great whale, nine times as long as a tall man, was 
taken in a river of England, near the capital city, 
forty miles from tibe fea. I know not whether thefe 
"kinas of obfervations are worthy of credit. Yet it 
feems the annals of that nation, take notice, that the 
unufual appearance of a whale, fo far within land, 
has. always prognofticated fome mighty change. 
Perhaps, the fate of illuftrious perfonages affefts na- 
ture with a more than ordinary paffion, puts the ele- 
ments into diforder, and inipires the bnUies with 
' fympathy. 

We 
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Wc arc aflured, that, on the day of this Prince's 
death, and at the very hour of his departure, there 
was fo violent a tempeft of wind, rain, hail, thun- 
der, and lightning, as had never oeen kiiown hy any 
man then alive in that nation : Which fome inter- 
preted to his <nftionour, as if he were a magician, 
or, at leaft, a venr wicked man ; and that this hur- 
* ticane was railed oy the devils, who trani^rted his 
jbul to hell. Whillt others affirmed this mrxed ftorm 
to be only the fighs and te;^s of nature, the mourn- 
ful paffions of the guardian fpirits of England, for 
' rile lofs of fo great and fortunate a hero : and that 
the very inanimate being;s condoled hisaeath. As 
for me, I look on all diefe things as pure accidents, 
the effedls of chance. I have -an equal opinion at 
another cffcumftance, much bbferved both by his 
isnemies and friends, that he died on the fame day 
"Whcrcon lie had formerly 'gained fome notable viSo- 
Yies: The one defcantfng'on this to his reproalch, 
*thc other drawing from it arguments of honour. It 
Is difficult to &y any thing of him without api>ear- 
4ng partial. Ifehad .gfeiat virtues arid no lefs vices. 
^He was a'valiant General and wife Stateftnan : Yet 
•latraitorto'his Sovereign. As for religion, though 
he profeffed himfelf a zealot, ytit it is thought he 
*was as indifferent as other Princes, who, for tea- 
'fons 'of State, and to pleafe theirpeople, make a fliew 
of piety, but in their hearts adore no other god but 
Fortune and Viftory. 

He was efteemed one of the greateft poHtrcfems of 
this-age; and none could match him 'but Mazairine. 
Yet, I cannot but fmile, when I call to* mind how 
both thefc eminent Statefmeu were cheated this year 
by two or three fugitives. 

A certain French Captam, named Gentilot, that 
had fervedunder the States of Holland in the wars, 
and on that account had often paflcd through the fea 
towns in Flanders, obferved a weaknefs in one part 
of the walls of Oftend, by which the town might 
cafily be furprifed. At his return "to Paris, he ac- 
quainted Cardinal Mazarine with this, and gave 

him 
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liim fo great encouragement, Aat the Cardinal re«. 
folved to try fomc ftracagem, in order to gain tba* 
important place, without the coft and hazards of a 
formal fiege. 

To this end, he commands Gentilot to feeic out 
fome perfons fit to be engaged in theplot : Men of 
refolution, cOndud,'^aRcl 'iecrecy. This Captain, 
Aerefbre, knowing two or three fugitives in Paris, 
^whowereforcedtofly out of Flanders to favethen: 
lives, having; committed murders and other jcrimes 
againft the Spanifliigovernment, breaks the buiineft 
to them, promifing them mountains' df gold, if they 
'would afHil in carrying it on. 

Xhey feemed to embrace his prDpofslls with abun* 
dance of readmefs, and were introduced into the 
Cardinars cabinet, where that "Minifter, being fa^ 
tisfied in their cfaaraAets, and the oilers they madfc 
to ferve 'hitn in this affair, Seconded the promifes 
which Gentilot had made them, widi many addi- 
tional encouragements. In a word, they confuleed 
together frequently; were late -every mght ^In the 
Cardinal'^ iodgiligs : And 'at laftf having adjufiedaH 
'Ac neceffiirymeaiurcs that were to betaken, thc'fii- 
igitives were difpatched awsrjr into Englahd with let*- 
ters from Mazarine to Oliver, theEnglifli Protec* 
tor: Whercin'heact|uainted him with the defign, 
requiring the ailiftance of fome Engliih ihips to 
tranfport men into the haven of OfteniL 

Thefe agents went accordingly, but with a re- 
folution to put a trick both on the Cardinal and the 
Protfeilor ; and, by doihgtheir country fo confide- 
rable a iervice^ as the iavir^ this todl^n, to merit a 
repeal of the i^itence pronounced agatiift them, that 
fo they might return home in peace, and enjoy their 
eftates ana native liberty. 

Oliver received them very kindly, and embraced 
the motion with fome warmth, fiut, upon fccond 
dioughts, hetriedtoout^bribeMatarine, and hife 
Aefc perfons for hinfifclf. OftenS was too fweet a bait 
in hfs eye to let it -fifll tamely into the hands of the 
French, for want 6f.a ii^w fauige promifes, and offers 
5 of 
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of Rold. Wherefore he phed tfaefe .agents briflcly 
3ivith all the efipedual oratory he could, to win them 
over to his own feparate intereft4 engaging to be- 
ftow great preferments on them in England, with 
two hundred thoufand fequLns, as foon as the buii- 
nefs was accompliAied. 

The three Flemings defived no better fport than 
^hus to cauole the two ableit Statefmen in Europe* 
Theypoffefled Oliver with an intire belief of their 
zeal and fidelity in his fervice: And it was a^eed 
4on between them to hold Mazarine in play, and that 
Oliver, (hould fend him an anfwer, refufuig to med- 
dle in an intrigue which . feemed to carry fo littLe 
•probability ofluccefs, 

-.^ From England thcfe agents pafled into 2^aland^ 
it having been concluded i)efoce they 4)arted.from 
rCardinaJ Mazarine ; that fo.they might there ..gain 
more confederates, and Jay all themeceffitry trains to 
bring this intrigued the defiied iflfue. But, inftead 
of doing either the Protestor or Cardinal Mazarine 
this fervice, they waet limmediately and revealed 
the whole fecret to the Goverjior of Flanders. 
- He, having dulv examined all circumftance^, ajid 
Jjeing fatisfied in the truth of their relation;$,,and in 
-their loyalty to the King of. Spain, commanded 
^hem to proceed in deluding both the French and 
«^he Englifh, as 3ong as they ^ould, with fair hopes 
of accomplifhingtheiriaims : Whilft he took care 
to feciire Oftend and other parts of Flanders from 
all attempts of this nature. 

In fine, the Proteftor flailing: off again, being 
frighted by Cardinal Mazarine's threats, who had 
difcovered his under-hand dealings, thefe agents ap- 
plied themfelves clofe to the French, who were now 
made fo much more eager by 01iver?s^efign to inter- 
lope theml They fpun out the intrigue feveral moons, 
brought ?thf& .French JCing to fign. articles, and to 
pafs his word ^for the payment cif near a million of 
gold; cajoled his General. in Flanders* and atone 
time made him believe it was'his intereft to lie ftil! 
£or fix weeks together, when-all the world expefted 

he 
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"he would purfue his conquefts in that province.. At 
another tmie he-caufed him to march with fo much 
precipitation, when the ways were impalFable, that 
ne was forced to leave moft of his cannon, an^ a 
thoufand waggon splunged m the deep roads, with the 
lofs of three thoufand men, who were either drown- 
ed or ftarved : And all this for the fake of gaining 
Otlend. "When, after all, they were not only cheat- 
ed of their hopes in that point, but mc^ fhamefuUy 
expofed to the derifion and contempt of all Europe* 
For Cardinal Mazarine repofed an entire confidencd 
in the fidelity of his Flemifh agents : So that what- 
soever^ he propofed, fts an ^expedient >to compafs th^ 
defign, was a law. Hence it was that the prench 
Xjcneral in Flanders received exprefs orders to em- 
tark part of his army on certain veflek that lay be- 
fore Dunkirk, and, on a prefixed day, to fail into 
-the haven of Oftend, there to land nis men, anS ^ 
take pofleffion of the town, in the name of hisMaf- 
ter ; being made to believe, that the gates would beJ 
opened to hfrn, and that the Spaniih garrifon (hould 
march out in'hls fight. . ^ ^ 

All this was earned on with fo much artifice and 
fubtle management, that, whea he enteteS the haven 
with the veflels, he thought himfelf fecure of the 
place : Yet, heno fooner landed his men to the num- 
Der of fifteen liundred, but they thundered upon them 
fuch vollies of great and fmall fhot from tne walls, 
that two hundred of them fell immediately, ai many 
threw down their arms, and, thecitizens making k 
vigorous fally, the reft were either killed or ta- 
Iten prifoners, he himfelf not efcaping that'mif* 
fortune. ^ . 

By thi5 thou mayeft difcern how eafy it is for ah 
agent of a Prince to embarrafs his Maft^r^s affairs..: 
And that a 4)ul)lic minifter can never commit i 
greater or more dangerous error, than in lt)eing top 
credulous. 

Serene Bafla, let notMahmut*s name found harfli 

at the Porte, nor his }ionoux be traduced by fyco- 

Voi. V, M phantsi 
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phants ; fipce his loyalty is proof aeainft all temp- 
titions, and this the Minifters of the Divaa kiroir 
by twenty years experience, 

Parif, 5th of the toth Mooo» 
ofdie Year 1658. 



LETTER XIII. 

To Pcftcli Hali, his Brother, Maftcr of the 
Grand Signior's Cuftoms at Conftantino- 
pic. 

I Have received a difoatch from our coufin Ifouf. 
He has been in a cold renon, within the Ar£tick 
circle; but now is at Stockholm in Sweden. The 
t>arts he has vifited are the farthermoft trades of our 
continent to the North. They may be called the 
territories of night and darknefs ; for they have but 
one day in a ufhole year. The fun appears but once 
above their horizon, during his annual progreft 
through the zodiac : Yet he makes them amends by 
the long continued lights he afibrds them at that 
feafon : For that one day is, without the miracle of 
Jofhua, prolonged the fpace of four, five, or fix 
moons, according to the proportionate diftance of 
each country from the pole. 

Ifouf relates ftrange things of thofe dark coun- 
tries, and fuch as feem almoft to furpafs credit, 
\vere they not confirmed by many grave and learned 
writers. He fays, that in fome parts of Norway no 
tree is to be feen, by reafon of the violent force of 
the winds, which blew down all before them, car- 
rying away evenithe roofs of houfes, and fcattering 
them at a great diftance. So that the inhabitants 
are forced, to^ dwell in dens and caves, and burn the 
boiies of fifhes for want of better fuel ; fince it is 
iBipoffible for any plant to grow in thofe parts. Nel- 
5 thcr 
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diet can men travel fafely on horfes, or a foot, at 
xrertain tempeftuous feafons : "For the wind will 
either throw down horie and man to the ground, or 
catch them up into the air. 

. But, when he defcribes th« horrible cfyldnefs of 
thefe regions, the very idea of it is eneiugh to make 
one quake. He fays cold is an a<£^ive quality, and 
reigps under the North pole, as in its proper king* 
^om* or center, from whence it darts its freezing 
.rays through the earth, Yet others are of opinion, 
that cold is only a privation of heat, a bare paOive 
dilpofition of the ejements j and therefore more fen- 
fibty felt in thofe climates that are fartheft from the 
warm influence t>f the fon,- whoTe beams give life 
«nd vigour tb all things. Be it how k wilH its ef- 
fects are very remarkable in thefe northern regions. 

All rivers, lakes, and feas, there, are froeen ufi 
during the winter^ Men, horfes, waggons, coach** 
«s, -and even whole ^^rmies, pafs as commonly over 
the ice, a6l>efore (hips failea there^ or as we travel 
over the firm land. And, laft winter, the Baltick 
fea was the road of ice^ oyer which the King of 
Sweden marched with his army of horfe and foot, 
into Zealand, to profecute the war in thofe parts* 
they aifo raife ftrorig forts of fnow, atte to fuftaiit 
the battpry of bullets, and engines of war, with all 
the violence of the fierce^ aflaults. They build ca- 
ravanfera's on the frozen feas and lakes, for the con* 
veniency of travellers j and fet up branches of firs 
or juniper, as marks to dlflinguilh the holes and 
lilmres of the ice from that which is folid and fe- 
cure ; for there are high-ways on thofe congealed 
waters, and officers appointed to furvey them, and 
take all neceffary orders for the fecurity of travellers : 
And femetimes they fight pitched oattles on the 
frozen element. , . 

Our kinfm.an alfo has made curious ren^arks on 
the triumphal obeli(ks and funeral monuments of 
ancient heroes among the Goths and Swedes : For 
thefe nations boaft of giants and famous warriors, 
Thefe monuments, though of ftone, and exqui* 
la fitely 
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jfttely fhaped, yet were never cut, by the hani 
of man, but fo many fplinterj of rocks and moun* 
tains torn from the main body by the violence of 
earthquakes, thunders, or the like motions of na* 
ture; and, falling down in the forms of pyramids, 
and other artificial figures, were of old let up by 
the graves of giants, knd other renowned perfons, 
iiavmgalfo inlcriptions on them fignifying the par- 
ticular hero who there lies buried : Such as thefe, 

I Uffro, fighting in defence of my country; 
with my own hand killed thirty-two giants^ 
and, at lad being killed by the giant Kolvo^ 
my body lies here 

And, 

I Ingolvas, that fubdued all oppreflbrs, and 
defended the poor and weak ; now grown 
old, poor, and weak myfelf, yet having my 
fword girt to my thigh, am forced to yield 
to death, (who conquers all things) and to 
go down to this fepulchre, which I prepar- 
ed for my laft retreat* 

It feems there are infinite numbers of thefe tombs 
all over the defarts, mountains, and vallies of the 
North ; which is an argument, that, however con- , 
temptible thefe people may feem to the True Be- 
lievers, yet they have not been wanting in vah'ant 
men and heroes. Doubtlefs, God has difpenfed his 
virtues and graces to men of all nations : He is not 
partial in his gifts. We ought to praife him In the 
beginning and end of all our ad^ions. And, if we 
contemplate his honour in the hiiddle of our aflFairs, 
we (hall not do amifs ; fince, as he is the firft and 
Jaft of the univerfe, fo he is the center of every 
thing. . 

S Ihad 
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r had not thefe relations only from Ifouf, but out 
^f the hiftorians themfetves, who write of thefc 
countries : Yet our kinfman informs me of fome 
thingjs which are omitted by thofe authors. Every 
traveller h Angular .in his obiervations. For all me» 
have not the fame genius ; and thy journal of the- 
£aft abounds with remarks which are not common 
¥vrith other writers. 

Brother, if I may advife thee, it ftall be to do 
nothing by imitation; but purfue the dictates of 
thy own fenfe, and the peculiar bent of thy fouL 
For whatever is forced and affected is naufeous.. 

Pans, 1 6th of the I sth Mocm,. 
of theY€ari658. 



LETTER XIV. 

To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant in Venice. 

• ♦ 

THE Kaimacham has informed me, that thour 
art appointed to fuccced Adonai the Jew in 
Italy. He hath alfo acquainted me with other mat- 
ters relating to thy charge. I am glad they have 
found out a MufTulman capable of tnat important 
truft, and that we fhall not always ftand in need of 
Jews to fcrvc the Grand Signior, Emperor of the 
Faithful. Thougb fome or that nation are very 
. honeft a;id loyal, it is better to be without them. 
Thou and I are ftrangers to each other : But it is 
neceflary for us to be fpeedily acquainted, and hold a 
mutual mtimacy by letters, fo that we may ferve our 
great Mafter without interfering or claihmg in ouc 
inteHigence. I have beeii here thefe twenty years 
and made no falfe ft^ps in my Sovereign's bufinefs^ 
whatever I have done in my own : Yet have en- 
countered: a thoufand difficulties and perils ; fuiFer- 
•d imprifonment many moons in Paris for my fide- 
M 3 Jity i 
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Kty ', whilft my enemies at Conftantinople per(ec»- 

led me as a traitor and an laiideL 

It IS impoffible to avoid thefe crofles^ in tbe courfe 
of human life ; They are natural as the wind or the 
rain : AJI that we can do is, by a prudent and dex- 
terous manaeementof contingencies, to wind our- 
felves out of the trouble as well as we can ; and» 
above all, rather to be our own executioners, than 
betray the leaft fecret committed to us. 

I queftion not but thou haft had the fame in- 
ftruaioils gtven thee by the Mihifters of the happy 
Porte. What I fay is only to confirm thee ia thy 
fidelity and care. Write to me with the fame frank^. 
nefs, and let nothing m^ke thee feferved to tby fel- 
low- flave. We are both followers of the Prophet : 
We wor£hip one God after the fame manner, and 
equally reverence the Alcoran. We ferve one Maf* 
tcr ; and, though in difFcrent ftations j yet het our zP- 
fc6\\ons and interefts be united as fntods. Let na 
little narrov^ pafSons or emulations corrupt our ia<« 
tegrity, nor teach us to unman ourfelves. . , 

1 know not thy original, whether thou art ofMa- 
hometan pr Chnftiian panents. It would be very 
obliginff' in thee to fend me a fliort hiftory of thy^ 
t fe, and how thou learnedft the Italian tongue:. For^ 
without that, I judge they would' not have fint tket 
into that country. 

As for me. lam an Arabian by birth, brought up, 
in the Seragfio^^ Iron^ thence fent to fe^ diere taken 
captive by die Chriftians, fold in Sicily, where I 
underwent a tedious fervitude, yet at leng^' gained^ 
my fi«edom : And,^. having; paSkd through various 
ibrtunes, al: lait was fent hither, ta obferve the fe<> 
cretcounfeh of the Chriftians, efpecially of this 
Court. 

I now grow old, having ieen near iiftv years : 
Tet». though the ftrength^ of my bodyi^s^ I feel 
90t the leaft decay in^ my seal for the Muffulmao. 
fitith» or my Miiflcr*8 iervke^ I am ftULMahmut 
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tihe loyal flave of the Porte i and thy friend, fo long 
aui thou art fo thyfelf . 

P.'ns, 30th of die I ft Mooti> 
of the Y«ar 1659. 



LETTER XV. 

To the Katmacham. 

T T reioices m^ to hear, that Adonai's place is Aip* 
X pliea by a Muflulman, in whom the fubltme 
Porte may put more confidence, than in any of the 

iewifh race. It will be encouragement to the true 
aithful, and a precedent of good import. For no 
nation loves to fee their Prince beftow offices of truft 
pn Grangers, when his otKrn people are as capable 
of employment* as they. It is generally taken as an 
affront, and contempt of their abilities or their vir- 
tue,, and has often produced ill confequences. 

I deny hot but there are m^y honeft and wife 
men among the Hebrews, perfons of merit and ho- 
nour, from whence the Sultan receives no fmall fer- 
vices; but this ought not to diminifh the reputation 
of thofe who are of the fame faith with their Sove- 
reign. Dotibtlefs, Arabia and Turky are not barren 
of good Soldiers, prudent Statefmen, and dexterous* 
Minillers. 

I know not the charafler of Zeidi Alamanzi, whe- 
ther he be a natural born Turk, a tributary fon of 
ft Chriftian, or a voluntary Renegado. However, 
the choice that is made of him convinces me, that 
the unerring Divan efteem him a man fit for the bu- 
finefs committed to his charge. . 

He ought to be perfeftly (killed in Italian, or at 
Icafl in fome other language of the Nazarenes 5 that 
fa he may pafs the better unfufpetSled among the 
people where he refides, who are more jealous of 
itrangers thaii any other nation in Europe. It is a 
* M4 crime 
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crime thought worthy of imprifonment for a Vener 
tian to converfewjth a foreigner too frequently, and 
in private. For they are afraiti, left by that means 
a aangerous correibondenibe fhould tie eftabliifaed 
between fome ilKaffeded fubjedls of that Common- 
wealth and its enemies : Whereby their fecrets may 
be betrayed and meafures taken to ruin them. 

For this reafon alfo they have forbidden falfe hair, 
or perukes to be worn by aay in their dbminious, lelt 
this mieht ferve as a difguife for villains and trai- 
tors. Yet nothingis more common. in France and 
other countries of Europe^ than for men to wear on 
their beads ornaments ol women's hair iaftead of 
their own. 

As to religion, I believe they will not much-trou- 
ble him, being not zealots themfelves. And, provi- 
ded he does but profefs himfelf a Chriflian and Ca- 
tholicjcr they wilf make no. farther inquifition. 

The Italiansin general are much liica the ancient 
Romans in their humour : Men of grave afped and 
carriage, and much more compofed in both than the 
French, who appear ridiculous through the levity 
of their difcoune aod actions.. The former abound 
in fagc precepts of morality, and politick aphorifniis 
which lerve as a rule whereby to fq^are the courfe of 
their lives i The latter only afftck fome flafhy im- 
provements of wit and converfation, ftudying ra- 
ther how to pleafe women than men ; Coveting ta 
be perfect ia external accompliOiments,. and the 
graces of the body, whilft they flight the more valu- 
able endowments of the mind* In a word, they arc 
mere apes and mimicks. Qn the contrary, the Ita- 
lians are men of an awful and majeftick behaviour^ 
fblid judgment,^ andd^p reach. If you fee theniL 
fmile,'youfhalJ feldom or never fee them laugh : 
Whereas the motion of a feather will fet the French 
a braying like aflcs. Thefe will contraifl a warm 
friendfhip with any man at firft interview^ heighten 
it with a thoufand compliments,, make him theiiT 
confeflbr, and unbofbm all their fecrets* Yet a.fe^ 
tond encou2Xter ihall extinguifh their paffi.on> and a 

thir(i 
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third fhall revive it again : Whereas thofe are cau- 
tious and flow in the choice of their friends ; and, 
when once that knot is diflblved,, it is never to be 
fattened there again : They are irreconcileable in 
their hatred and revenge. 

But there are men to be excepted' in all nations^ 
who fall not under thefe general <:hara£lers. France 
affords many wife and learned perfons ; and. Italy 
not a few fools and idiots. Virtues and vices are 
ftrangely mixed in all people. War, commerce^ and' 
travel, with other human joccurrences, alter men's 
natural difpofitions, and give the lye to theexa£ieft 
ob(ervations that can be made.. Befides, time- 
changes all things ;. and the qualities, which thiis 
age remarks in the Italians,, may in the next be 
transferred" to the French. For there is no conf 
ftancy in any thing under the moon. 

Zeidi will find great exaqijples of frugality among^ 
the Venetians, in the neceilary expences of their 
perfons and families ; yet abundance of magnifi- 
cence in whatever relates to the publkrk, which the 
fubjeds of that Commonwealth ferve with open 
purfes and free hearts. 

Indeed, they are not fo remarkable for their tern- 
pN^rance^ as fame otbo* parts of Italy. Libertinifin 
and, voluptoufnefs reign uncontrouled in Venice. 
Women and wine are there almx>ft- as common as 
the elements. Yet it is observed, that llrangers ge- 
nerally debauch more with both, than the natives. 
God preferve Zeidi from their temptations.. 

If it be his fortune or duty to vifit Padua, he 
.ought not to make too long an abode in that neA of 
philofophers apd phyficians, left they firft anatomife 
his foul, difcover the fecrets of his commiflion, and 
then turn his body' to a flceleton ; as they onceierv- 
cd a Moor, whom they di(re<Sed alive, to make ex- 
periments, perhaps, whether a Mahometan's blood 
circulated the fame way as a, Chriftian's. 

Thofe Italian jjhyficians are very cruel ^ and think 

it no fin to try poifons, and other fatal tricks on the 

poor, that fo they may be the better <*ble to keep the 

M 5 licX 
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rich on the rack at their pleafure^ and make their 
market of them.. 

I know not Zeidi's appointed ftation, or what ci* 
ties he is to fee. Bur, wherever he is to go, it ivill 
be neceflSuy for him to ufe abundance of caution i 
forthe Italians are the clofeft^'llieft, and moft judi- 
cious people in the world. 

But I forgot that he ischofen by the Divan fo' this 
employment, to whom the chara£lers of all nations 
are known, and who penetrates into the moft inte- 
rior reccflcs of men's fpirits. 

Therefore I lay my hand upon my mouth in pro- 
found fubmiffion, and acquiefce to my Superiors : 
Still praying, that the .Grand Signior niay have 
faithful and wife Minifters at home, and no novices 
"for his ag.nts abroad. 

Fuii, )d of thc»d Mdon, 
•f the Yev 1659. 



LETTER XVL 
To William Vofpcl, a Rcclufc of Auftria. 

TH £R E is a ftreet in Paris,, which they call 
the Street of Hell. The reafon of this name 
is feid to be, becaufe, at one end of it, there for- 
merly' ftbod an old houfe pofTefled by devils ; who 
were Co troublefome, . that, as the records of Paris 
affirm, ^n edi£t of Parliament was pafied to remove 
all the inhabitants out of their houies in that ftreet, 
and (hut up the entrance with a wall. Since which, 
thefe daemons were expelled by the Carthufians, 
vho built a monaftery in this place. If this ftory be 
true, it redounds much to the reputation of that or« 
der, and of all your monafticks m general, who \yf 
ypur exorcifms are able to fubdue the infernal fpt* 
nt«» JBut I have heard fo many fiUy tales of houfea 

beins 
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toeing haunted by ghofts and hobgoblins, that I 
Icnow not bow to gtve credit to this* 

Befides, when I confider the nature of incorpo- 
jreal beings, it feems ridiculous to think that tae|r 
can take delight to play the anticks^ to frighten poor 
^nortals ; or confine themfelves to an old ruined caf* 
tie (for fuch was this hpufe) for the fake of a little 
^fport ; when, according to the ancient philofpphers, 
"every incorporeal being is far more excellent than 
the nioft perfeA body, and carf be every- where : 
Neither are they at any time locally prefent in bo- 
dies, but only by propcnfion or habit are inclined ta 
them : And this they mean o^ living bodies. What 
charms then can there be in an old rotten fabrick of 
ftone and wood, to allure and detain immaterial 
fubftances ? 

Certainly the naturecfthefc feparate beings rs ve- 
ry remote from all compounded beings. I have 
been often at a lofs, in contemplating the foul 6f 
man. Sometimes it feems no otherwife diftinguiflb* 
ed from the foul of brutes than by being united to a 
body of different organs; which caufes us to fhew 
more evident tokens of reafon than they, in the fa^ 
culty of difcourfe, and in our aftiohs. Yet, wheti 
I ccniider more attentively the operations of our 
mind andiAtelled, I cannot but conclude there is 
a vaiWittinwidh between our fouls and thofeof the 
beafls ; I have with pleafure obferved the excellency 
of human intelled in madmen and dreamers, who, 
being come to themfelves, (as we ufually fay) relate 
many things of which they were before ignorant,, 
and comprehend things furpaffing their former ima** 
ginations. 

It appears therefore more rational to me, that the 
foul is every- where and rio-where, as the Ancients 
fay; than that it is (hut up and imprifoned in the 
body, as a wild beaft in his den, or liquor in a glafs. 
However, by an inefhible production of itfelf, it is. 
prefent in every part of the body, as the light of the 
fun is diffufed through the air; and can as foon with«^ 
dtaw itfelf, aji that light, whea inlmrrupted by si 

doudt 
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cloud. In a word, I conceive the foul to be a verjr 
free agent, and that it is here and there and every,- 
where. It united itfelf to a body bjr its own choice^ 
and can retire again from it at pleauixe. 

One clofely purfued a& of contemplation will 
at any time carry thee or me to the invifibles^. whea-^ 
ever we go refolutely about i t. 

Paris» I ft of the 4th MooD» 
of the Year 165(1. 



LETTER XVII. 

To the venerable . Ibrahim Cadilefquicr o£ 
Romelia. 

THERE has not a year efcaped finceuny arri- 
val at Paris, wherein I did not fendito the Mi- 
nifters of the ever happy and excellent Porte con.- 
ftant intelligences of battles,^ Ai^g^) ftorming of 
towns, and fuch other occurrences of war,, as hap^ 
pened between the kingdomsLof France and Spain. 
But now I believe my future difpatches muft con-v 
tain other matters. For^ in all appearance, this war, 
which had. lafted four and. twenty years, is in a fair 
way to be ended. The King of Spain grows weary 
of his continual^IoiTes in Italy, Flanders, andCata* 
Ionia : France feems glutted with perpetual vido- 
ries and conquefts. In a word, thefe two potent 
Monaichs,'laying afide their quarrels, are making di- 
li^nt preparations this year for a campaign of 
friendship and fove. 

They are both in arms, yet commit no. a&s of 
boftility. Whilft Cardinal Mazarine, on the part 
of this Crown, and Don Louis d' Haro de Gufman, 
firft Minifter of Spain, are gone to meet each other 
on the frcmiers of both kingdoms, as Plenipoten-» 
tiadjes. for their reipediive mftersj to concert the 

meafursi. 
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^meafures of a lading peace, and treat of a marriage 
l>etwcen the King of France and the Infanta of 
£pain. 

All Europe is amazed at this furprifmg change. 
And the French and Spaniards, whohordelr on each 
other, can hardly believe their own fenfes, whilft 
they, find a mutual commerce reftored between their 
frontier towns and villages^ which had been inter- 
rupted ever fmce the year 1635, about fixteen 
moons "before I came to this city. 

But, though they are thus difpofed to peace here 
in the Weft, the N orthern Monarchs are pufhing 
the oar forward in Sweden, Denmark, and Poland, 
with all imaginable vigour and animofity. The 
-coming over of the Eledlor of Brandenburg to the 
JDan^m intcreft has made a great alteration m their 
affairs. For, whereas fortune feemed before in all 
things to favour the S wtdes, now they lofe ground, 
and find their attempts unfuccefsful. Four thou- 
fand of their men fell before the walls of Copenha- 
gen, in. three nights and two days ; which cau fed 
Ring Guftavus to raife the fiege. Whilft the Duke 
of Brandenburg retook Frederickftadt, and thereby 
reftored to the iCing of Denmark the provinces of 
Holftein, Jutland, and Ditmarfen. 

The Hollanders alfo have made a combat with the 
Swedes at fea, and funk fourteen of their beft fliips, 
befides what they burnt and took. 

Thefe events have ftirred up feveral Princes to me- 
diate a peace. And it is not improbable, but in a 
Jittle time we may fee all the Chriftians good 
friends ; and then it will be time for the Muuiil- 
mans to be on their guard. 

As for Mahmut, ne will not fail to pry into the 
counfeis of thefe Infidels, and fend timely notices to 
the Porte j leaving the reft to the wildom of his 
Superiors, and the pleafure of Deftiny, 



Paris, 19th of the 6th Moon« 
<rf'dic Year 1659. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

ToMufu Abu'iYahyan Alfaqui, Vrokffot 
of Theology at Fei. 

THE cbara£ter which the great and illuftriouf 
Abdel Melee Mull Omar, PrefidentofPrefi- 
fients, grace and ornament of ancient learning, ora- 
cle of Africa^ and reftorer of obfolete truth, has gi- 
ven me of the profound wifdom and fcience, fiHs me 
with reverence and facred love. I am ravimed with 
Ifvonder and joy to hear^ that in this age, wherein 
the Muflulman theology has fufFered fo many inno- 
vations, there yet furvives a man who dares, and is 
able to aflert a^^ainft all opoofers, not only the pri- 
mitive and onginal trutfh Drought down from hea- 
ven by the hand of G^iel, but alfo the real and 
indubitable fayings, fermons, counfels, and adlions 
of the Prcbhet, whilft he was on earth converfing 
with moruus, before his tranfmigration to the gar- 
dens Gf eternal repofe and folitude. Thou art the 
£noci, the Hermes Trifmegiftus of the age. 

I have feen many copies of the Zune, or the Book 
of Doctrines ; each pretending to comprife the 
whole fyftem of that divine philofophy and wifdom 
which dropt from the lips of our incomparable and 
moft holy Lawgiver, ana were attefted by his wife, 
the holy Agefha, mother of the Faithftil, andbyhi$ 
ten diiciples. Yet all thefe varioufs tranfcripts aifter 
both in their (enfe and manner of exprefHon. 

I have perufed the bopks intitled Dalif, or Imper- 
fe£t, which contain the memoirs of his other wives ; 
and the manufcripts called Maucif or Fragments : 
Being only a colleftion of fome felcft fentences, 
aphorifms, and parables of the Sent of God. But 
thefe have no authority to back them, except the cre- 
dit of fome learned Scribes, who were not familiar 
' with the Divine Favourite, only living in his time, 
a^d talking things on report. 

In 
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In fine, I have met with fcveral parchments of 

Zaquini, or pretended traditions of Abu Becre, 

Omar, and Othman ; but thefe I efteem a^ fpurious^ 

corrupted, and full of errors. 

What ftiall I fay ? The zeal of Omar Eb'n Ab- 
di'il-Aziz, the ninth Calrph of the tribe of Mer« 
ivan^ is not unknown to me : I am no ftranger to 
his fingular ipiety, not to be matched among crown- 
ed Heads : For of him it is recorded, that, as he de-- 
fcended from the throne at the time of his inaugura- 
tion» be gs^ve the robe from his back, as an alms to 
a poor man : And that, during his whole reign, he 
fy^nt but two piafl^rs a day on himfelf. And fa 
great was his refignation toDeftiny, (an admirable 
virtue in a Sovereign Emperor) that, when he waai 
on his bed in his laft ficknefs, and was counfelled 
to take phyfic^ he anfwered, " No 5 if I were furc 
** to heal myfelf only by reaching my finger to my 
^' ear, I would not : For the jplace to which J am 
** going is full of health and bfifs." 

This Caliph was a miracle of humility, and his 
charity always kept him poor : Moftema Eb'n Ab- 
d'il Melee relates, that, going to vifit Omar oii his 
death-bed, he found him lying on a couch of palm- 
leaves, with three or four ftins inftead^of a pillow, 
his garments on, and a foul flijrt underneath. See- 
ing this, Moftema was grieved, and, turning to his 
filter Phatema the Emprefs, he faid, " How comes 
*• it to pafs that the great Lord, Commander of the 
*• Faithful, appears in fo fqualid a condition ? *^ 
She replied, "As thou liveft, he has given away 
** a]l that he had, even to the very bed that was un- 
** der him, to the poor, and only referved what thou 
*• feeft, to cover his nakednefs." Then Moftema 
could not refrain, but burft forth into tears, faying. 
** God fliew thee mercy upon mercy, thou Royal 
*• Saint : For thou haft pierced our hearts with the 
« fear of his Divine Majefty,** This Caliph was 
numbered among the Saints. 

He it was, that, perceiving the contradidions and 
difputes of the MuiTulmans^ the darknefs and con- 

' fufion 
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fuflon of the various copies of the Zune, or Book 
t^f Dodrine, afiemfokd a general Divan -of Mollabs 
and learned men at Damafcus, from all parts of ^he 
empire: commanding that all the manufcripts of 
the Zune, which were extant, (hould be brought 
into this aflembly, on pain of death to him that 
fliould detainone. This being done, he command- 
ed fix of them ^to be chofcn out of the whole number • 
by vote ; men ^eminent for learning and piety ; and 
that thefe fix fhould feverally colled, out otall the 
multitude of copies, each man a book,, containing 
what he thought to be the moft genuine difcourfes 
of the Prophet, Concerning this world, and that 
which is to come. When this was executed accor- 
ding to his will, he commanded all the old books to 
be burnt in a field near Damafcus. 
' Vet, after all the religious care of this holyCaliph 
to reftope the writings to their primitive integrity, the 
Muflulni&ns foon fell into new contention, about 
the fenfe and interpretation of thofe corrupt copies 
of the Zune. From whence fprung the tour car- 
dinal fe<9ts, on which all the innumerable lefler 
and latter divifions among True Believers are 
lbunded» 

I cannot therefore but inwardly rejoice, and from 
my heart highly s^plaud the method taken by thofe 
of our renowned college to difccrn the true doc- 
trines and fayings of the holy Prophet from thofe 
which are iuppoiltions, by compariitg all the books 
that are extant together, and reducing^ matters of 
divine revelation to the analogy of the Alcoran : 
Thofe of philofophy and moral regards to the ftan- 
dard of experience and reafon ; for it is impious to 
believe, that the divine Apoftlc would impofe any 
thing on our faith rq>ugnant to the fenfe of men, 
or the exprefs will of Heaven. By the foul of Py- 
thagoras, Mahomet (aid nothing but what was ra- 
tional and evident to any unprejudiced mind. But 
the greateft part, of thefe feaariesarebefotted; They 
form to themfelv^ fajfe notions of God and his 

Prophets, 
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Pro|>liets, anil think to merit Pamdife by their 
ftuj|3idity. 

leeverend Alfaqui, I have much more to fay to 
thee, and many queftions toaflc ; but time and the 
Grand Signior's lervice force me to conclude ab-- 
ruptly, wiihing thee perfedion of blift, 

Paris, S9th €»f the 6di Moon, of 
the year 16501 aoooiding to 



The End q£ the Fi^ Vo^iniB* 
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